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ABSTRACT 


This study aims to develop a discipleship relationship with the congregations at the 
STCOG to stimulate spiritual growth that could help them share the gospel of Christ with others. 
The survey’s results completed by the congregants, literature reviews, historical viewpoints, 
scriptural interpretations, and personal perspectives will conclude the research thesis’s findings 


and recommendations. 


CHAPTER ONE 


THE PROBLEM AND ITS SETTING 


The Shammah Tabernacle Church of God (STCOG) is a church plant in Massachusetts 
founded in 2007. It has an average of under 50 members. Daniel Black describes a member as an 
individual who assumes a solemn obligation and is expected to be true to the promise and loyally 
fulfill their commitments.! An essential part of the congregation is that every member should 
obey the Lord’s command to make disciples and develop fruitful followers of Jesus Christ. 

The Church of God International established the STCOG doctrines and practices. The 
church operates within the Pentecostal culture, which affirms that the Bible is God’s inspired 
Word and an accurate outline of Christ’s vision for discipleship. STCOG Pentecostal heritage, 
faith, and practice form a part of Christ’s teachings to make disciples. The church operates 
within five foundational Christian doctrines: (1) The virgin birth and deity of Christ; (2) the 
inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible; (3) Christ’s atoning sacrifice of death for the sins of the 
world; (4) Christ’s second coming in bodily form to earth and (5) the literal resurrection of the 
body.” 

The STCOG believes in a Trinitarian God: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three 
persons working in unity as one God with one essence and one name (Matt 28:18).° A vital truth 


of the STCOG is Trinity’s work and God’s redemptive plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. 





1. Daniel Black, 73rd Church of God General Assembly Minutes (2010), 114. 
2. Daniel Black, Church of God. Accessed December 22, 2018. http://www. Churchofgod.org/beliefs. 


3. Bruce Ashford, Theology and Practice of Mission: God, the Church, and the Nations (Nashville: SHA 
Academic, 2011), 33. 


Almost all these believers have already received salvation and accepted Christ as Savior. 
Ashford wrote, the center of God’s redemptive purpose is humankind’s salvation made in God’s 
image and likeness.* Ephesians 1:3—14, particularly verses 7-10, best explains how Christ 
achieves our redemption through his blood. Jesus forgave sins by the richness of his grace, which 
He conferred upon us in wisdom and insight by the mystery of His will. According to Andrew 
Damick, Christ is the only mediator through whom God revealed Himself to humankind. His 
work is uniquely suited for the role He maintains in the Holy Trinity.° 

STCOG is a part of the Pentecostal Movement that grew out of the Holiness Revival of 
the second half of the nineteenth century. This movement sparked a hunger for the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit’s divine empowerment and spiritual gifts like healing and prophecy.° The Holiness 
Revival sets the tone for basic principles of the theological knowledge of the STCOG in the 
modern context. Reinforcing these policies were similar experiences of the early church in the 
book of Acts 2. Experiences such as Christ’s death and resurrection.’ The believer’s salvation 
and the indelible impression he made on the world.® 

Christopher Stephenson argues that the Pentecostal Church’s historical tradition dates 


back to Christianity’s emergence within Europe. The revivalist movements of the 20" century 





4. Ashford, Theology, and Practice of Mission, 12. 
5. Andrew Damick. Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy Exploring Belief. N. page. EPU file. 


6. “Church of God Beliefs.” Beliefs | Church of God. Accessed August 18, 2017. 
http://www.churchofgod.org/beliefs. 


7. Andrew T. B. McGowan. Person and Work of Christ: Understanding Jesus. (New York, EPU File 1988) 
N. Page. 


8. Philip Schaff. The Person of Christ the Perfection of His Humanity: Viewed as A Proof of His Divinity, 
with Impartial Testimonies to his Character. (James Nisbet & Company, 1879), 2. 


marked the rise of Pentecostal theology.’ Harlyn Graydon Purdy states that the revivalist 
movements of the early 20" century in the United States constitute the developmental feature of 
the modern Pentecostal outlook. The revivalist mentalities and outlooks were crucial to these 
developments.'° French Arrington theorizes that the movement began in 1901 with Charles Fox 
Parham’s Bible College (Methodist) in Topeka, Kansan. From that college, the Pentecostal 
message spread over the Midwest. In 1906, it reached Los Angeles, with the Holy Spirit’s 
outpouring at the Asuza Street Mission. Similarly, to the first Christian Pentecost, in Acts 2.'! 
According to Alan Hirsh, the twentieth century saw Pentecostalism’s rise as one of the 
most rapidly growing movements in the church’s history. The movement grew from modest 
beginnings in the early 1900s to an estimated half a billion people at the turn of the century with 
the Azusa Street revivals in 2006.!* This new Pentecostal Movement was present in other parts 
of the world, as well. For example, McClymond points out that the county of Wales in the United 
Kingdom experienced a robust revivalist movement between 1904 and 1906. Korea also had a 
revival around 1907. Pentecostalism has been a feature of theological development in the West 


for over a century.!? 





9. Christopher A. Stephenson. Types of Pentecostal Theology: Method, System, Spirit. (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2016 


10. Harlyn Graydon Purdy. A Distinct Twenty-First Century Pentecostal Hermeneutic (New York: Wipf & 
Stock, 2015), 37. 


11. Arrington, French L. Issues in Contemporary Pentecostalism. Pathway Press. 156. Kindle, Edition, 
2000. 


12. Alan Hirsch. The Forgotten Ways. Baker Publishing Group. 6, Kindle, Edition, 2016. 


13. Michael James McClymond. Embodying the Spirit: New Perspectives on North American Revivalism 
(New York: JHU Press, 2004), 43. 


Mission Statement 


The STCOG’s mission statement is to build community by advancing Christ’s kingdom 
through discipleship. Its vision statement is to train and develop disciples who will make other 
disciples. 1 Corinthians 9:19, Paul writes. However, I am free from all. I have become a servant 
to all to win more of for Christ. In 2011 the STCOG began to wane. Despite our best effort, the 
church struggles to realize its full potential. Like other churches that the pastor planted or 
pastored in the past, the congregation’s growth was not vibrant. A struggle ensued, and the 
church began to experience the tedious task of connecting the ministry into the community. 

The church explored ongoing community outreach programs to communicate with the 
city. However, the church did so to no avail. The most productive event was a tent revival 
meeting in one of the city’s parks that assembled hundreds of people over one week. However, 
there was limited fruit of discipleship. 

The teachings of Christ about making disciples might be a challenge for many to 
understand. There is a need for the discipleship process to spark the believer’s transformation. 
The pastor hopes that the congregation might yield to the Holy Spirit, who transforms the course 
of the believer’s life. This transformation comes through faith in Christ via the Holy Spirit, who 
searches out the deepest parts of our innermost being. This change would stir the congregants to 
deepen their commitment to Christ’s teachings by helping others do the same. The lack of 
interest among believers in assisting others through the discipleship process compels a study of 
the reasons for these avoided interactions and the related complacency. The context of the 
ministry settings of the STCOG perceived the need to address the congregants’ complacency to 


engage the discipleship relationship. 


In 2016, STCOG relinquished the instrument used for discipleship. Have You Heard of 
the Four Spiritual Laws?!* This instrument was in use for seven years as a discipleship tool. The 
instrument has been used in the past in other ministries in a third-world country, with tremendous 
success. However, it did not prove successful at the STCOG. Therefore, the church introduced 
expository preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship as an experiment to learn if it 
could spark a change in the believer’s viewpoint toward discipleship. Suppose the STCOG 
focused on discipleship in the congregation. In that case, the church could bridge the gap 
between complacency and caring relationships. By identifying the root cause of the challenge, 
the believers might hone discipleship. An exploration of Christ’s teachings about obedience is 
needed to improve possible concerns about complacency and individual insecurities of 


engagement with each other. 


Expository Preaching with Inductive Bible Study for Discipleship 


For this study, the STCOG relinquished the thematic preaching style and adopted the 
expository preaching style, with inductive Bible study for discipleship. The thematic preaching 
style was in use for over seven years. There are significant similarities between expository and 
thematic preaching styles. 

However, the expository preaching style is different from the thematic preaching style. 
Tony Merida describes expository preaching as an in-depth study to preach a text verse by verse. 


This preaching style helps the pastor filter scripture to the congregation, hoping that the 





14. Bill Bright. Have You Heard of the Four Spiritual Laws? (Los Angeles, CA Campus Crusade 
International: Bright Media Foundation, 1965), NP. 


congregants might grasp discipleship’s concept to invite others to obey Christ’s teachings.!° The 
thematic preaching style is like the expository preaching style but sounds different. The thematic 
preaching design builds up the congregant’s faith through an exposition of the biblical text. 

Tony Merida writes That the thematic preaching style format preaches a text with one 
verse, part of a verse, or several verses to communicate the listener’s message.!° The Greek 
Word for preach explicitly reflects the present participle of a person who has the authority to 
announce, proclaim, or preach the gospel to all listeners to accountability. !” 

The STCOG adopted the expository preaching style with the inductive Bible study to 
convey the discipleship message to the congregants, both in the congregation and online, hoping 
that it will deepen the believer’s commitment to obey Christ’s teachings. Geiger argues that God 
builds his church through the shaping of individual lives. This shaping of individuals does not 
just happen; it is an intentional effort on both leaders and church members. !* 

For the inductive Bible study series, STCOG adopted Fuhr et al. step-by-step model, 
which emphasizes observation, interpretation, and application.!? The thematic preaching style is 
similar to the expository preaching style but sounds different. The format is to preach a text 


using one verse, part of a verse, or several verses to communicate the message to the listener.*° 


15. Tony, Merida. Faithful Preaching: Declaring Scripture with Responsibility, Passion, and Authenticity. 
(Nashville, TN: B & H Academic, 2009), Kindle, Edition, 7. 


16. Merida, Faithful Preaching, Kindle, Edition, 7. 


17. James, Strong. Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: Red Letter Edition. (lowa Falls, [A: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 2010), 138. 


18. Eric Geiger, Michael Kelley, Philip Nation Transformational Discipleship: How People Grow. 
Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group), 59 


19. Richard, Alan Fuhr, and Andreas J. Kostenberger. Inductive Bible Study: Observation, Interpretation, 
and Application through the Lenses of History, Literature, and Theology. (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 
2016), Kindle, Edition, 18. 


20. Merida, Faithful Preaching, Kindle, Edition, 7. 


Discipleship in the Local Church and Online 


With the emergence of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in the early months of 
2020, STCOG experienced an abrupt shift from expository preaching with inductive Bible study 
for discipleship in the local church to expository preaching with inductive Bible study for 
discipleship online. The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic impacted how STCOG worship in 
the local church. The congregation instantly became an online church-from-home. The shift from 
the local church to online could impact discipleship differently. We are all practicing social 
distancing and separated from the local church fellowship. 

However, despite these challenges, the teachings of Christ stress the importance of 
spreading the gospel and making disciples. A disciple should uphold Christ’s teachings and 
further inherit the mandate of making other disciples. This mandate is a feature that expands the 
spread of discipleship since Christ’s commandments to his disciples. Similarly, obedience to 
Christ’s command comes out as a core virtue. Bryce Ashlin-Mayo states that as the church shift 
into the online church culture, the pastor’s role shifts from a local church setting to 
understanding how preaching and teaching affect discipleship in the changing church context.”! 
The biblical role of the local church pastor should mirror the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

S. Joseph Kidder describes five ministry principles in the New Testament that Jesus (1) 
built His relationship with His Father, (2) He preached the gospel of the kingdom of God, (3) 
met the needs of people, (4) made disciples through the power of the Spirit, and (5) He gave His 
life as a sacrifice.*” When the pastor’s life mirrors the life of Christ and becomes intentional 


21. Ashlin-Mayo, Bryce. “Shift: Expanding Preaching for a Social Media World.” Accessed April 19, 
2020. http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1067&context=dmin. 


22. “The Biblical Role of the Pastor.” 2020. Ministry Magazine. Accessed April 28. 
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about discipleship, God will use the pastor to develop the church into a mature body of Christ. In 
Ephesians 4:11—13, Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the pastors, and teachers to 
equip his people for works of service, to build up the body of Christ, until all reach unity in the 
faith and knowledge of the Son of God, and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. 

The role of the online pastor described by Vanderbloemen is to guide, nurture, and 
spiritually shepherd people within the digital age. The online pastor humanizes a digital 
experience by adding a personal element to that experience, which might otherwise be a 
computer screen with a message.”* The expository preaching with inductive Bible study online 
could take one of several formats online to meet the community’s needs, such as FaceTime, 
WhatsApp, email, zoom, telephone conferences, or text messaging. Many pastors who have 
already established their church entered the online space through websites, podcasts, and other 
digital technology to further their ministry. 

Vanderbloemen argues that, with corporate worship connection, resources, and 
mentoring, doors could open to person-to-person discipleship and small groups, essential to 
growing the believer’s faith.*+ The expository preaching style and the inductive Bible study 
teaching remain the same. The pastor delivers the sermons to the congregation and teaches 


inductive Bible study with collaborative participation. 


Statement of the Problem 


This study aims to test the impact of expository preaching with an inductive Bible study 


23. Vanderbloemen. “.6 Defined: EBook Excerpt.” Vanderbloemen, Last modified March 28, 2019. 
https://www.vanderbloemen.com/blog/online-pastor-definition. 
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for discipleship in the congregation. Alternatively, could a model for expository preaching with 
inductive Bible study for discipleship change the believer’s viewpoint to obey scriptures to help 
others replicate the discipleship process? This model is apparent because the congregants are not 
primarily enthusiastic about helping others grow in Christ’s teachings. Even though most 
believers are actively engaged in church programs, they seem to avoid discipleship interactions, 
making it challenging for transformation to occur. 

Do the churches understand the practice of expository preaching with inductive Bible 
study for discipleship? Modern-day congregations could grasp the concept of discipleship, 
including the STCOG. For this reason, the pastor conducted a study of how expository preaching 
with inductive Bible study for discipleship might encourage the congregation to make disciples 
for Christ. The expository preaching adopts the model practiced by Jesus Christ. The sermon 
titles love invitation, vision, challenge, and the cross.”° The inductive Bible study teaching 
includes titles such as purpose, knowledge, challenge, invitation, and the teachings of Christ. 

The STCOG does not have an effective discipleship plan in place. Therefore, the pastor 
created a discipleship plan that might help build a culture of discipleship. Although the church’s 
doctrines and practices describe commitment as a vital part of the local church, the congregant’s 
commitment to discipleship is not impactful. According to Daniel Black, every member requires 
to commit to discipleship. However, becoming a local church member is not the goal of 
discipleship. A member assumes an obligation with the expectation to fulfill their 
responsibilities.”° 


The teachings of Christ to make disciples might be challenging for many people to 


25. Harrington, Bobby. Discipleship That Fits: The Five Kinds of Relationships God Uses to Help Us 
Grow. (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016), Kindle, Edition, 262. 


26. Daniel Black, 73rd Church of God General Assembly Minutes (2010), 114. 


understand. There is a need for the discipleship process to spark the believer’s transformation. 
Hopefully, believers will yield to the Holy Spirit, who transforms the course of our lives. This 
transformation comes through faith in Christ, by the Holy Spirit, who searches the deepest parts 
of our innermost being. This change could stir the congregants to deepen their commitment to 
Christ’s teachings by helping others share Christ with another. The lack of interest among 
believers in assisting others through the discipleship process compels a study of the reasons for 


these avoided interactions and complacency. 


Purpose of the Study 


The study’s objective is to pinpoint the cause of complacency and avoidable interactions 
of the congregants. In essence, the study describes the current reality of the congregation. The 
aim is to identify the cause of complacency and avoidable interactions among believers. 
Likewise, to gain n in-depth knowledge about the believer’s viewpoints toward discipleship. The 
pastor’s approach is to experiment with expository preaching with an inductive Bible for a 
discipleship plan. Geoffrey Bromiley’s definition of discipleship—pa8ntsia—is to direct one’s 
mind to something, to experience, or to learn under instruction.”’ 

The sermons are designed to help the congregants share Christ with others and hopefully 
change their discipleship perspectives. Paul Alexander argues that intentional expository 
preaching could spark transformation by listening, learning, and impartation.* Clarifying the 
goal is what we are aiming at for this project. The theory is believers who realize the importance 


27.G. W. Bromiley, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament: Abridged in One Volume (Grand 
Rapids, MI: WB Eerdmans, 1990), 552. 
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of discipleship might develop the confidence to share Christ’s grace with another. Steven Olford 
writes that expository preaching’s original idea is when the preacher becomes a mouthpiece for 
the text. He then opens and applies its message as a word from God so that the hearer might 
discern the voice of God.”? Brian J. Tabb writes, inductive Bible study has various 
connotations. Such a purposefully and systematically studying God’s Word by observing 
what the text says in its context, interpreting scripture with scripture, and applying the 


truth of God’s Word to our lives.°” 


Definitions of Terms 


Discipleship is a process that stimulates the transformation of believers who demonstrate 
spiritual maturity by following Christ’s teachings. Also, to develop relationships with others to 
pursue His vision to advance the kingdom by helping others do the same. 

Spiritual Maturity, The Apostle Paul describes spiritual maturity to Timothy this way. 
Scriptures are sufficient to produce wisdom for salvation, content for instruction and reproof, and 
the vital ministry (2 Tim 3:14-17).*! 

Expository preaching, as explained by Vines and Shaddix, is the final product of the 
exposition process. This process is a dialog that expounds on a passage of scripture. The theme 


explains the text and applies its message to the listeners.** Fuhr et al. write that inductive Bible 


29. Stephen F. Olford, Anointed Expository Preaching, (New York: B&H Publishers, 2003), 69. 
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study is a step-by-step process that emphasizes observation, interpretation, and application.*? 
Inductive Bible study helps the listener develop the skills to look for what the passage 
says, learn what it means, and live and respond. ** According to Stephen Shober, the mind 
transforms to Christ. The process changes the biblical old life and nature for each believer’s new 
nature. The unique nature is a whole new approach to life. The only way to put off the biblical 
old- man and put on the biblical new man is by renewing the mind.*° Coronavirus (COVID-19), 
defined by the World Health Organization, is infectious by a newly discovered coronavirus and 


is common.”° 


Research Question 


To test the research question—What part of the process of discipleship is aided by 
expository preaching with inductive Bible study teaching—The study evaluates whether 
expository preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship could spark congregants’ 
transformation to help others grow in Christ’s teachings. Preaching and teaching are essential to 
the impartation of the gospel. In Romans, 10:17 the Apostle Paul writes, faith comes by hearing 
the message, and the message heard through the Word of Christ. In the exposition, a preacher 
draws from Christ’s experiences and applies the biblical truth to real-life experiences. The 


inductive Bible study is a point of reference that provides practical examples to challenge 
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believers. This step-by-step Bible study method could help the congregants understand the 
discipleship concept. In comparison, preachers and teachers play an integral role in nourishing 


the congregation’s maturity. 


Research Methodology 


The researcher used the mixed-method approach to test the hypothesis. This method 
involved designing the instrument for the surveys. The expository preaching with an inductive 
Bible study was evaluated using a mixed-method survey. The expository preaching evaluation 
results were collected in a Sunday worship service at STCOG during the summer of 2018. With 
the data for the Bible study collected in the summer of 2019. The surveys take the form of 
graphs, charts, and open-ended questions. 

The survey includes quantitative questions to evaluate spiritual maturity and open-ended 
qualitative questions to assess critical issues. A mixed-method approach tests the hypothesis. 
These methods explain discipleship’s research process, which sparks believers’ transformation 
within the congregation. Jessica DeCuir-Gunby defines mixed methods research as data analysis 
that draws an inference from quantitative and qualitative methods in a single inquiry study.*’ The 
research question design tests the congregant’s readiness to participate in the discipleship 
process. 


Development of the Hypothesis 


The pastor thought it necessary that the STCOG needed a new discipleship plan. Why? 
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Some of the church visionaries migrated to other parts of the country to pursue aspects of 
their life’s goals. This migration significantly affected the small groups’ ministries of the church. 
The discipleship ministry hit the hardest. The remaining members began to show signs of 
avoided interactions and complacency about the process of discipleship. It became apparent that 
the remaining members started to show signs of avoided interactions and complacency in the 
process of discipleship. The perceived lack of interest among believers in assisting others 
through the discipleship process compels a study of the reasons for these avoided interactions 
and complacency. 

We explored the options for a sustainable plan to no avail. The obstacles proved that a 
viable plan is more insuperable than what Stephen T. Um and Justin Buzzard describe as 
contextualizing the gospel in the city. Valuable insights on biblical and theological 
empowerment of the church in the urban community.** The Doctoral program at Gordon- 
Conwell Theological Seminary provides an invaluable opportunity to study leadership in the 
changing church context. Therefore, the pastor enrolls into the program to contextualize the 
church’s unique identity and integrate it into the community, not to be superficial and intangible. 
The church is relational. The importance of church and culture is an interconnection of God’s 
divine love for the city. The goal is to learn how to break the complacency culture among the 
believers at the STCOG. 

The hope that the believers might gain the knowledge to build relationships with others 
would also replicate the process. The culture of complacency presents numerous challenges for 


believers. One such challenge is a secular worldview that always sways believers’ minds and 
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threatens the spread of discipleship. Scott Alexander writes the expanding worldviews and 
ideologies have all created new expectations for the believers. Lifestyles are changing, and 
culture shifts. The impact of a busy multi-media environment increases the stress of daily 
living.*? Most believers are picking and choosing what to believe. Despite the implication of 
such an immense challenge, Christ stretches the importance of teaching people to inspire others 
to teach others to advance the kingdom. A vital aspect of the Church is Christ’s mission to make 
disciples who inspire others to make another disciple. 

The theory is that when the congregants understand the discipleship process, the group 
would likely obey Christ by supporting others to do the same. The study of discipleship could 
reveal an apparent void between the intention of God’s voice and the believer’s obedience. 
Clarifying the goals could inspire others to help others grow in grace. The researcher theorized 
that the focus on expositional preaching with an inductive Bible study series could identify the 
root cause of complacency. Therefore, it could become apparent that there is a correlation 
between expository preaching with Bible study teachings in the congregation. The believers 


might gain biblical knowledge about discipleship to help others obey Christ. 


Significance of the Study 


The study’s central idea is to help the pastor evaluate the issues leading to believer 
complacency. The results could help develop a discipleship plan beneficial to contemporary 
congregations. Likewise, it could lead to a knowledge base that could alter believers’ attitudes 


over time. Addressing these matters could help the congregants become intentional about 
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Christ’s teachings. This goal is to improve relational discipleship by assisting other believers to 
pursue their vision to advance the kingdom. The idea is to create an awareness of the believer’s 
complacency. The study stresses the importance of practicing obedience, which could benefit 


other congregations. The teachings of Christ are the church’s mission to advance the kingdom. 


Assumptions and Limitations 


The assumption that directs the theological presuppositions is that Christian followers 
should obey the teachings of Christ to help others follow him. The congregation knows that it 
struggles with the teachings of Christ. The believers acknowledge that there is a need for 
congruency in their relationship with Him. By listening to the sermons and participating in Bible 
study, the congregants might obey Christ and recruit others to follow Him. The broader church 
communities might find the outcome beneficial to advance discipleship in their congregation. 
The end goal is to achieve the corporate involvement of believers to understand the process of 
discipleship. 

The project’s scope is to determine whether the concept of expository preaching with 
Bible study for discipleship in the local church can influence believers to become more 
persuasive in spreading the gospel of Christ to others. The context of the research is limited to 
the congregation at the STCOG. As a result of the limitations, the data analysis was done entirely 
within the local church’s confines. 

The study will draw from secondary resources and reference biblical texts to test the 
impact of expository preaching with the Bible study. The adaptation of the thesis project’s 
procedural approach focused on a library-based method of research. The library-based technique 


is, therefore, helpful in meeting the research aims. The pastor will describe the context of the 
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ministry settings of the congregation. The chapters are the following: /ntroduction to the Study, 
Biblical and Theological Foundation, Literature Review, Research Project Design, and Project 


Outcome and Conclusion. 


The Research Project Outline 


In Chapter One, the pastor introduces the thesis project and describes the context of the 
ministry settings of the STCOG. The pastor will pinpoint the challenge’s nature and examine the 
scope of the project’s limitations and assumptions. The need for expository preaching with 
Inductive Bible study was discussed, and a plan for the development of the project was 
established. The STCOG transition to an online church, with the pastor leading the congregation 
as an online pastor. The mixed-method approach used to examine the study include both a 
quantitative and qualitative survey explanation of the research process. The research questions 
were asked to determine the congregant’s willingness to participate in discipleship. The thesis 
project’s impact on the STCOG and its implications for the believer’s life is discussed. 

Chapter Two provides biblical and theological support for five presuppositions that 
undergird the discipleship process. The chapter elucidates how the discipleship process 
transforms the believer’s spiritual maturity at the STCOG. 

Chapter Three examines the literature reviewed on expository preaching with inductive 
Bible study for discipleship. The primary phase of the literature review provides a theoretical 
basis for the thesis project question: What part of the process of discipleship aided by expository 
preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship? Alternatively: How does discipleship 
influence expository preaching? The literature proposes a series of answers to this question by 
discussing authors who debated expository preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship 


in the local church and digital technology. In the later phase of the literature review, the 
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theoretical exposition on discipleship preaching and inductive Bible study describes its effect on 
the congregation in the digital space and summarizes its process. 

Chapter Four discusses the expository preaching test’s analytical data with the Inductive 
Bible study for discipleship teaching in the congregation to test this thesis’s hypothesis and 
analyze the survey data. 

Chapter Five contains a description of the outcome of the project, findings, 


recommendations, and recommendations. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


THE THEOLOGY OF THE CHURCH 


The chapter aims to focus on the Shammah Tabernacle Church of God (STCOG). The 
church has its foundation of faith and practice in the Bible.' These biblical methods shape and 
guide the STCOG in the practice of faith and adherence to sound doctrine.” The believers 
gathered to learn about Christ to help others follow Him. Following Jesus Christ to learn from 
Him involved yielding all aspects of one’s life to his teachings. In this discussion about the 
church’s theology, it is necessary to examine four key elements. First, the church’s theology 
informs the knowledge of the divine God the Father in the Person of Jesus Christ.* Second, 
discipleship is the mission of the church. Third, the pastor’s approach to discipleship, Fourth, 


pastoral leadership in the local church and summary. 


Jesus Christ the Head of The Church 


Jesus Christ should be the central figure in every church. Paul exhorts the believers in 
Colossians 1:18 that everything might have supremacy in Christ. Christ is the head of the body, 
the church. For in him, all things created things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 


whether thrones, powers, rulers or authorities; all things have been created by him and for him. 
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Christ is, before all things. He is the beginning and the firstborn over all creation. Firstborn 
denotes a superiority in status, which places Christ before all creation.> He is the essential stone 
oikodoun (Eph 2:20) designed to hold together; the structural integrity of the church. In 
Ephesians 1:22, God appointed Jesus Christ as head over all things to the church. 

He is head of the church because of the role he played in our redemption and all of 
creation. Jesus founded the church and raised it to life through his death and resurrection. In the 
church today, believers are joined to Christ and one another through communion. In the 
Pentecostal Church, the communion symbolizes the sacrifice Christ made for the church. In John 


15:5, Jesus is the vine and those who believe are the branches. 


The Work of Jesus Christ in the Church 


The scripture teaches that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came to earth to redeem 
humankind from its sinful nature. To know Christ is to understand His human and divine natures 
and how they unite to perform the works of His Father. 

Latham argues the work of Jesus was not only evident among the people. In John 10:38, 
Jesus said, if I do them, even if you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.° While He was on earth, Jesus Christ’s 
work spanned from opening the eyes of the blind (Mark 8:22—26) to raising Lazarus’s daughter 


from the dead (Luke 24:5—6) and training the apostles to make disciples (Matt 28:16—20). 
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Robert Latham states, 

Christ’s work dates to the first few centuries when the church began to emphasize the 

coming of Christ. However, while much attention has been placed on Christ’s work was 

profoundly neglected. However, with time, more focus has been redirected to Christ’s 
work, implying the critical role of both Christ and his work. Recent trends stress on two, 
considering that his obedience and atoning death depend on who he is.’ In other words, 
the biblical view holds that Christ was both man and God, which is an essential point. 

Understanding how God saved and can still save humankind through Christ gives value 

to his victorious work. Furthermore, the vital connection between incarnation and 

atonement cannot be overlooked.® 

In Hebrews 7:25, The Scripture teaches that Christ makes intercession for the believers. 
He is the believer’s advocate (1 John 2:1; Hebrews 12:24). In Acts 2:47, through the work of 
Christ, the membership of the church increases daily. He bestowed spiritual gifts upon the 
believers, as seen in Romans 12:4-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:1—11. At the end of his earthly 
ministry, Christ ascended into heaven. 

In that regard, Robert Latham argues the focus has been put on Christ’s work while 
stressing its teachings and ethics.” Christ’s work is a part of God’s eternal plan.'° Christians who 
are maturing live loyal to Christ, knowing that the Holy Spirit is enabling the work of Christ in 
the church. William Menzies argues that bridging the teachings of Jesus Christ and his work is 
the conception of his divine offices as prophet, priest, and king. The office of a priest is a 


concermed individual who presents God to people and people to God.'! The term prophet comes 


from the Greek prophétés, one who speaks forth. Jesus Christ, who now reigns in exile from 
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heaven, will be recognized as the king of the world (I Cor. 15:24—28). 


Who is Jesus Christ? 


God appeals to humankind by His Word and the Holy Spirit to accept his gracious 
redemption work in Jesus Christ.!” According to Schaf, Jesus is the Son of God and his 
redemptive mission for the church. Through his life, death, and resurrection, sinners receive 
salvation (Rom. 5:5; 2 Thess. 2:13). Christ’s model of salvation appears in the Old and New 
Testament, and it is one of the keys to understanding the cross of Christ. This salvation model 
seals the believer for redemption (Eph 1:13—14) and baptizes the believer into Christ’s body (1 
Cor. 12:13). He was likewise gifting and empowering the believer for service (1 Cor. 12:4—11). 

Bruce Ashford writes, 

salvation is eschatological—Christocentric—Trinitarian. Eschatological because Christ’s 

mission encompasses all of history. Christocentric since the person and work of Christ 

are at the center of God’s sending activities. Trinitarian because each person of the 

Trinity participates in Christ’s mission. Perhaps the best portrait of this framework is 

found in Ephesians 1:3-14, particularly verse 7-10. In Christ, there is redemption through 

his blood, forgiveness of trespasses, according to the riches of his grace (Eph. 1:7—10).!° 

Salvation is God’s work through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. It is the hope of eternal 
life, Titus 1:2, for the grace of God, that brings salvation to all people (Titus 2:11—14). The 
washing of rebirth saves us by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5—7).'* The New Testament Epistles 


repeatedly affirm that salvation comes by grace through faith in Christ (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 1:21- 


23; Eph. 2:8—9; Gal. 2:16). The appropriation of salvation requires a faith response. God appeals 
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to humankind by his Word and the Holy Spirit to accept his redemption work in Christ.° 
The Holy Spirit Working in the Church 


The STCOG rests its belief in a Trinitarian God: The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as 
three persons working together as One. (Matt 28:18).!° The Old Testament teaches that there is 
one God. Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one (Deuteronomy 6:4). Before God, 
there is no other, nor shall there be any other God after Him (Isa 43:10). The New Testament 
affirms the same thing. Hear O Israel the Lord our God, and the Lord is one. There is no other 
God but One (1 Cor 8:4), and there is one God and Father of all (Eph 4:6). There is one God that 
permeates the whole of scripture. Woodward affirms that the Trinity is the ultimate reality 
revealed in scripture. The doctrine of the Trinity gives an understanding of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.'’ There is a principle in the unity of the Trinity that governs their function as three persons 
working as one. (Matt 28:18).'® 

The Holy Spirit is the enabler, the one who is always with us. He listens to our weak 
expressions in prayer and explains them to Christ with a specific end goal. The Son intercedes to 
the Father, who is the object of our prayer. The Father discharges the required force to counter 
our solicitation. The Holy Spirit is vital to the discipleship mission of the church. The Holy Spirit 
is the teacher and the helper. The Father sends to teach humankind everything and remind them 


of everything he said (John 14:26). 
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What is Discipleship? 


Discipleship is a process that stimulates the transformation of believers who demonstrate 
spiritual maturity by following Christ’s teachings and help others do the same. In Matthew 
16:24, Christ’s instructions to his disciple’s state, whoever wants to become a disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. Matthew 4: 18—22 describes the first invitation 
to discipleship, when James and John, Andrew, and Peter gave up their work as fishers to follow 


Jesus and to learn from him. 


Discipleship Is the Great Commission of the Church 


Christ’s mission for the church is to make disciples. During the Great Commission, at a 
Galilee meeting, Christ instructed his 12 disciples to spread the gospel. The relationship between 
Jesus and his disciples exemplifies the relationship one should have with Christ. He used the 
discipleship process to teach and strengthen the faith of his disciples. After attaining his goal, 
Christ ascended to heaven and commissioned the disciples to spread the gospel to grow new 
disciples. Jesus’ commission to make disciples is known as the Great Commission. The Great 
Commission is the mandate of an individual, making disciples of another who will follow Christ. 
Therefore, the believer’s commission is to “go” make disciples of all nations and teach them to 
observe all that God invites them to do. In other words, the primary function is to make disciples 
who will replicate the discipleship process. Every believer is empowered to activate, engage, and 
execute power in spreading the good news of the Gospel. 

The Great Commission is the believers’ authority that impacts the discipleship message 
that changes the listeners’ viewpoint. The individual listening to the scriptures could embrace the 


teachings of Christ and claim ownership by spreading the gospel message to another. The 
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categorical instruction appeals to the disciples of Christ to be passionate about making disciples. 
The Great Commission remains a significant development in Christianity. The elaborate teaching 
by Christ demonstrates the considerable elements of Christianity. It forms a basis for the spread 
of the faith to various parts of the world. In the meeting, Jesus reaffirms his position in the 
religion. He outlies the Trinity as a critical instrument that guides Christians through the journey 


of religious fulfillment. In teaching, Jesus instructs his disciples to set out and grow the religion. 


Discipleship is Following Christ in Obedience 


Although some people had doubts about his resurrection, they all demonstrate obedience 
by bowing to him and set out in expansive campaigns to spread the gospel in a society that 
vehemently opposed Christianity. Following Christ is the work of obedience. In the New 
Testament, obedience to Christ is essential to discipleship success. Through obedience vaaKkon 
(ypakof) of the one shall the many be made righteous (Romans 5:19). Christ humbled himself, 
becoming obedient even unto his death on the cross (Phil 2:8). In the Old Testament, Abraham 
obeyed God. and went to a place he would later receive as his inheritance (Gen 26:5).'° 

Following Christ demands personal commitment. In the gospel, Jesus calls the disciples 
to follow him by surrendering their most basic comforts. It is the same call Jesus extends to us 
today. The sacrifice for many involves having a home, a job, assets, and a healthy lifestyle. For 
example, in Luke 9:58—60, the would-be disciple expresses his desire to follow Christ. However, 
Christ challenged him with the basic needs relative to his close attachment. He changed his mind 


about personal assets. As such, Jesus challenges his audience, including his 12 disciples and the 
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multitude, to deny self and follow him. One must be intentional about the decision to follow 
Christ. Following Christ is a sacrificial commitment and a lifelong process. A fitting example of 
sacrifice is that most of the 12 disciples carried their cross to the end, with some dying as 
martyrs. 

Following Christ is the work of faith. The Apostle Paul describes faith in 1 Timothy 
4:12—16 as revelatory knowledge as the truth about Christ’s incarnation. Faith transcends the 
limits of our inner-being and gives us the gratification that there is hope in the mysteries of God. 
Faith is the rationale for believing the words of the scriptures. Faith is represented in the 
narration of the redemptive story of Christ Jesus and his resurrection. The author of Hebrew puts 
it this way. Faith is the substance of expectancy and the indication of things not yet revealed 
(Heb 11:1). Faith permeates the disciple’s mindset to share Christ’s love with others and obey his 
teachings. 

Following Christ could be a challenge to believers. The scripture explains the importance 
of serving our savior while demonstrating the obstacles one may face. Some of the difficulties 
include: giving up control, accepting rejection, and being ready to pay the cost of discipleship. 
Understanding all these helps us to determine whether we are willing to become disciples or not. 
Christianity continues to face significant challenges to date. The command of Christ and his 
inherent reassurance at the meeting rejuvenates Christians and equips them with the skills and 


courage to overcome the difficulties, thereby facilitating the spread of the faith. 


Jesus Model of Discipleship 


John Stott illustrates how the Gospels’ writers repeatedly present Jesus Christ as a 


preacher and a teacher. He preached and taught in Galilee’s town (Matt 11:1) and Judea (Luke 
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4:44). Haddon Robinson describes the preacher as one responsible for opening the inspired text 


with faithfulness and sensitivity. The people would hear God’s voice and obey him.” In the 


synagogue at Nazareth, Christ announced that his tasks are to preach and teach. He accepted the 


title of Rabbi and teacher in fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah 61.” The Hebrew word "v3 


(basar) defines the preacher as a messenger that bears good news (Isa 61:1; Ps 40:9).”” 


Christ’s exposition in the New Testament narratives provides a clear explanation to his 


listeners, both in the synagogue and in other contexts. Jesus came preaching in (Mark 1:14) and 


teaching (Matt 9:35), the preaching of Christ, at Nazareth (Luke 4:16—30), is a model of an 


exposition for all time. Christ’s teaching and preaching are easily identifiable: (1) He spoke with 


authority (Matt 7:29); (2) Christ spoke with wisdom (Eph 1:17); He used scriptures in his 
explanations primarily for ordinary people (Mark 12:37). Christ often read and explained the 
scriptures to his hearers.”* On resurrection, He expounded to two disciples in all the scriptures 
about himself (Luke 24:27). As the prince of expositors, He preached the truth with power by 
illustration. He adopted the usual method of reading and exegeting scriptures (John 1:18). 
Whether in the synagogue, on the hillside, or from a boat. Jesus consistently expounded the 
Word of God to his listeners (Mark 1:22; 4:34; Luke 4:16—22).*4 

In Luke 4:14—28, Jesus visited the synagogue in his hometown. He intentionally read 


from the text of Isaiah 61:1—2 and preached about its fulfillment. The listeners were all 
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astonished at his words (v. 22). Jesus followed the pattern of preaching in synagogues throughout 
Galilee.** A theme of the text Luke 14:44) is the relational aspect of expositional preaching 
delivery. Jesus read a passage of scriptures to preach a sermon at the synagogue of Judea. The 
exposition exhibits the features of discipleship. The preaching of Christ is practical for 


discipleship. Terry Stephens describes Christ as an expositor for discipleship (Mark 1, 14).7° 


Ezra’s Model for Discipleship 


Vines and Shaddix cite Nehemiah 8 as an excellent example of an expository discipleship 
preaching event. All modern worship components were present. Examples include a pulpit, 
worship leader, the book of God’s law, an expectant congregation, proclamation, and verbal and 
physical responses. The Levites read distinctly from the text in God’s law, taught the people 
God’s Word, and helped them understand the readings (Neh 8:8). Ezra stood up and read for 
hours, and the people fell in worship.”’ 

Olford and Olford stated, 


the context of this remarkable verse records a time of revival in the history of God’s 
ancient people. Nehemiah called the nation to face up to the Law of God. Ezra was the 
evangelist. He built a pulpit of wood and, with 13 Levites (as assistants), read and 
expounded the Law of God to a most attentive audience. While the whole passage could 
be studied to learn the impact of God’s Word upon the people, for this purposes, the three 
aspects of expository preaching used are (1) reading of the of God’s Word (2) the 
revelation of the Truth of God’s Word and (3) the relational aspect of God’s Word.”® 


The Old Testament narratives read differently from the book of the Law of God, and their 
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meanings are interpreted for the believers to understand (Neh, 8:8). The Word distinctly 
describes the Hebrew word v1) (marsh), which means to distinguish or to specify explicitly. The 
truth of the revelation of God’s Word gave the sense (Neh 8:8). The word sense is 7>% (sekel), 
meaning perception or insight. The congregants needed expositors. Ezra’s audience had just 
returned from captivity and had forgotten the idioms of the holy scrolls. They were no longer 
familiar with the Old Testament scriptures. Ezra read the law and interprets it to the people to 
ensure that they understand its meaning. Olford writes that God’s Word’s relational thrust helped 
the congregation understand the reading (Neh 8:8). Following the text demands the application 
of doctrines to duty and of principle to practice.*? The Hebrew word 7a (bin), implies mental 


separation and knowledge.*! 


Philip’s Model for Discipleship 


A disciple must first teach an individual to the extent of initiating a personal change 
within the individual. In Acts 8:27, Philip’s encounter with the Eunuch on his trip from 
Jerusalem to Gaza describes an expository preaching episode. This preaching opportunity 
prompted Phillip to build a relationship with the Ethiopian Eunuch. He gained a new perspective 
of scriptures to deepen his relationship with Christ. The biblical data indicate that Phillip aided 
the Eunuch by sparking the process of transformation. Phillip seized the opportunity by altering 
his schedule to teach the Eunuch about Christ’s commands. The Ethiopian Eunuch read the Bible 


but could not understand it. Philip explained the verse to him. The Ethiopian Eunuch understood 
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and made a personal decision to convert to Christianity. Philip upheld Christ’s doctrines as he 
looked for a pool of water and baptized the influential politician. One cannot become a disciple 
until a message initiates a complete change of heart. 

Terry Stephens explained, the interaction between Phillip and the man from Ethiopia is 
intentional discipleship, a model that believers in every generation should emulate. Phillip was a 
model disciple-maker for every age (Acts 8:26—39).** Terry Stephen’s writes, Luke uses the 
Greek verb evayyediCopat, which means preaching the gospel, in Luke and Acts, twenty-five 
times. The verb also appears in the larger Philip narrative in Acts 8:4—40, five times in 37 verses. 
Philip preached in Samaria, and those who trusted in Christ received baptism (Acts 8:4-13).°3 
The discipleship focuses on Philip and the Eunuch, who gave birth to a new disciple of Christ. In 


the book of Acts, Phillip’s commitment to Christ’s teachings was evident. By disciplining the 


Eunuch with the hope that he would make other disciples. 


The Pastor’s Approach to Discipleship 


The Apostle Paul teaches the believers in the Colossians Church to let the message of 
Christ dwell richly among them to teach one another with all wisdom (Col 3:16). According to 
Timothy Keller, all believers of the Christian faith could become conversant with teaching, 
conveying the gospel message to others.** Teaching the scripture helps the individual mature in 
Christ to help others develop in the faith. With the Holy Spirit’s help, the individual could 


become knowledgeable of Christ’s teachings. In 1 Peter 2:2, the Apostle Peter encourages the 
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believers to learn the Word to grow by the Word. The usefulness of the approach to preaching 
and teaching could develop a discipleship awareness of Christ’s teachings in the STCOG. 

The pastor who adopts Christ’s model in Matthew 11:1 to preach and teach discipleship 
could find it beneficial to their church. After he finished instructing his disciples, the verse states 
he went on from there to teach and preach in Galilee’s towns. The Greek Word, which describes 
preaching, reflects the present participle with authority to announce, proclaim, or preach the 
gospel to call listeners to accountability.*> Likewise, Strong describes the Greek Word for 
teaching to explain someone how to do something.*° A vital factor of the pastor’s approach is 
admonishing and teaching with all wisdom to help the believers become mature in Christ’s 


teachings (Col 1:28). 
Expository Preaching As Tools for Discipleship 


The first essential characteristic of the pastor’s approach is expository preaching. 
Preaching is vital for the discipleship process, impacting one’s spiritual growth. Jerry Vines 
describes expository preaching as an in-depth study that communicates the text’s original 
message. The theological basis for preaching could be traced to God’s redemptive plan for 
humankind. Preaching is God’s plan for his people. The Apostle Paul gives a helpful reminder 
that the world, through wisdom, did not know Christ through God’s wisdom. However, through 
the preached message’s foolishness, God saves those who believe (1 Cor 1:21). Arrington’s 
perspectives on the history of sermon structure and preaching have been an essential component 


of preaching instructors and practitioners alike. Each sermon delivery depends on the authority 
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of God and the Holy Spirit. The sermon structure should grow out of the text, including the title, 
illustrations, introduction, main points, subpoints, and conclusion.*” The expositor examines the 
text features, such as context, words, and sentence structure, to bring hidden culture, language, 
time, and beliefs to light.*® 

Scriptures are essential tools to equip believers for discipleship. Paul’s advice to Timothy 
was that scriptures could promote mutual respect in the church among leaders and believers. The 
scriptures are vital to foster peace through the Holy Spirit to encourage the believer’s 
collaboration in God’s work. The Holy Spirit guides leaders to uphold God’s mission and unite 
the body of Christ (Acts 13:4). Paul took particular interest in the oneness of unity among the 


believers. He acknowledges unity in diversity and vice versa (1 Cor 12).°? 


Apostle Paul’s vision 
is to see God’s people immersed in Christ’s knowledge through the Holy Spirit’s working—a 


current reality and a reality yet to come. 


Inductive Bible Study as a Tool for Discipleship 


The second approach is with inductive Bible study for discipleship. Greg Ogden 
contended that inductive Bible study is an investigative study where one discovers the meaning 
of a biblical text through a series of questions. This method is used throughout these studies to 
guide God’s truth’s revelation. An essential factor of the inductive Bible study is that the 


congregants would respond to Christ’s teachings.*” The Bible study delivery is through a study 


37. French L. Arrington. [ssues in Contemporary Pentecostalism. Kindle Edition, 37. 
38. Jerry Vines, Power in the Pulpit. Kindle Edition, 59. 


39. Douglas J. D., Merrill C. Tenney, and Moisés Silva. Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary. (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 1497. 


40. Ogden, Greg. Discipleship Essentials: The Essentials. Kindle Edition, 275. 


32 


guide written by the pastor. The pastor points the listener to the sermon’s delivery each week 
during the teaching sessions. Each lesson’s structure has a biblical component of observation, 
interpretation, and application to help the listener gain insights that could build awareness toward 
discipleship. The view enhances a deeper understanding of the biblical text. 

French Arrington argues, 

the Holy Spirit plays a definite role in the interpretation and application of the biblical 

text. The suggestions below indicate how the interpreter relies on the Spirit’s illumination 

to understand the biblical text fully. However, the believer’s experience of faith is crucial 
to the interpretative process. One’s mind must be submitted to God to process the critical 
abilities under the Holy Spirit’s guidance. The individual must be open to the Holy 

Spirit’s work to respond to God’s transforming power.*! 

The application describes the act of practicing something. STCOG could become actively 
conversant with discipleship through Christ’s teachings. One of the reasons Paul was so 
committed to preaching and teaching was to see believers mature in Christ (Col 1:28). What was 
suitable for the individual was also applicable to the Church (Eph 4:12-13).** Discipleship 
provides a practical account of the importance of obedience to Christ’s teachings. The believer’s 
role is to practice Christ’s teachings to learn the scriptures — God’s revealed Word. 

The believers should first practice obeying Christ’s teachings in Matthew 28:19—20 to 
share the gospel and make disciples of Christ. The second practice is obedience to love Christ, 
love, neighbor, and love oneself (Mark 12:30-—31). French Arrington argues that people should 
practice reading the scriptures to develop observation skills and ask vital questions such as: who, 


what, when, where, why, and how. 


With the observation skills fully developed, the individual would identify keywords and 
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phrases that will help interpret the text with the Holy Spirit’s aid.*? This technique could help the 
individual discover what God is saying to the church. When STCOG understands God’s 
message, they could become responsible for obeying God’s Word and applying it to their lives. 
God’s Word will produce growth and change. 

The Bible study method used in these settings relied on inductive reasoning skills. The 
inductive approach focused on a single verse of scripture in the biblical context. This method of 
study is considered a practical tool for small group gatherings. Additionally, it creates 
relationships with transparency, accountability, and sound biblical teaching. The group meets to 
study scripture and discover the truth together. 

The inductive method develops study skills and builds confidence in Bible-study abilities 
while depending on the Holy Spirit as a teacher. The type of study enables a personal encounter 
with God’s Word and the God of the Word.“ It is compelling to participate in God’s Word as the 
Holy Spirit guides believers into all truth. The Bible requires teachers who could help the 


congregation understand and apply the message.*° 


The Shift to Online Discipleship 


The third approach is the shift of STCOG to online discipleship. The coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic is a notable example of what Christ discussed with his disciples. In 
Matthew 24:14, Jesus explains to his disciples the signs of his return. He told them to preach the 


gospel of the kingdom in all the world as a witness to the nations, and then the end shall come. 
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Within this verse, there is a tactical approach to discipleship. In his thesis on the online church, J. 
Todd Mullins argues that any church’s principal responsibility is to make disciples follow in the 
way and Truth of Christ (Matt 28:19—20). Hence, to fulfill the Great Commission and the 
church’s mission, a robust discipleship plan is critical. The virtual church can leverage 
technology to enhance the learning experience.*° 

Jesus is the discipler who continues to prepare his people to spread the gospel through the 
Holy Spirit. Online discipleship challenges the modern church to embrace its role come e to 
make disciples. Mullins argues that when he teaches his followers, he often used symbols of 
everyday life to build a virtual picture in his listeners’ minds. Although some prefer traditional 


preaching over virtual, online church becomes the norm.*” 


The Correlation Between Preaching and Teaching 


There are several significant differences between preaching and teaching. For example, 
preaching embodies Christ’s teachings and is the foundation of Christianity. Preaching denotes 
the need to proclaim the Word of Christ. In Mark 16:15, Jesus commanded the church to preach 
the gospel. In Matthew 28:18—20, his account emphasized the church’s preaching and teaching 
mission. 

Walt Kaiser, 

although teaching and preaching are similar, they are different. The believer’s maturity 

depends on both. Unlike preaching, teaching communicates knowledge to the listener, but 

the perspective is distinct. In 2 Thessalonians 2:15, the Greek Word, d15d0Ka, describes 
techniques to teach an individual in a traditional setting how to act. Both preaching and 
teaching serve the church. Preaching strengthens teaching, and teaching reinforces 


preaching, even though they are not the same. The church that minimizes preaching or 
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teaching could endure challenges. The dialogue component in teaching provides a direct 

response, which is not applicable when preaching a sermon. Without the overlap of 

preaching and teaching, there would be spiritual starvation.*® 

The Scriptures are the foundation for discipleship. Olford et al. supported the view that 
pastors could adopt the idea of preaching to transform their congregation to obey Christ.” 
Gibson argues expository preaching could become a tool for discipleship with the thought that 
preaching is discipleship. His theory points us toward a practical theology that begins with God’s 
Word’s knowledge to persuade and educate.°? In 2 Timothy 4:1—2, Paul provided helpful insights 
to Timothy, admonishing him to preach and teach the Word (2 Tim 4:1) and trust in reliable 
people who could teach others (2 Tim 2:2). Arrington argues, the goal of preaching and the 


experience of inductive Bible study could bring the message alive for the listener in a 


streamlined, focused approach.*! 
Pastoral Leadership in the Congregation 


Primarily, leadership refers to influencing and directing others to achieve a common 
objective. Leadership is, therefore, a significant undertaking that stimulates the success of a 
group. However, leadership is a complex and equally challenging undertaking, especially within 
a church’s context. According to Beeley, pastoral leadership’s description comes in Paul’s 
address to Ephesus’s leaders in the Apostles Acts. Paul gives the account of (Luke, who wrote 


Acts) that the Holy Spirit has appointed pastors to be overseers (episkopoi) as shepherds of 
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God’s Church (Acts 20:28).°? In general, pastors are individuals who shepherd God’s flock by 
the Holy Spirit on behalf of Christ. For this study, discuss leadership, First, in the Old and New 
Testaments; (2) the role of the pastor; (3) congregational development; (4) equipping the church 


to do ministry; (5) leading toward an in-depth knowledge of Christ. 


Leadership in the Old and New Testament 


Tony Morgan’s illustration of leadership stresses scripture’s use to spread the gospel of 
Christ as an absolute necessity for congregational development. He emphasized the importance 
of pastoral leadership and points out that scripture supports leadership as a spiritual gift from 
God.* This assumption shapes the idea that a literal reading of scripture is the basis for practical 
congregational development. 

The Old Testament chronicles the lives of leaders of various sorts. From the patriarchs of 
Genesis and Moses to a succession of judges and kings.>4 Likewise, there are varieties of roles 
and offices in the New Testament. Leadership is one of these offices and is a challenging task 
that continues to evolve with strategic developments in society. Leaders should ensure that 
theory integrates with practice within the church context through biblical references. In Joshua 1: 
6-8, God addresses Joshua as the Israelites’ spiritual leader. To lead God’s people, leadership 
should be visionary-oriented. The biblical examples of leadership are Moses in Exodus 3:8, 


where God gave him a command with a vision to lead the Israelites from captivity. In Joshua 1:8, 
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God encourages Joshua as he leads the people of Israel to the land of Canaan. 

The New Testament recounts of Acts 11:19 describe the Apostle Paul’s leadership to 
spread the gospel message beyond the traditional Jewish communities and the world. There is 
biblical evidence that the apostles witnessed with the Lord’s hand. This feature enabled the 
conversion of many people to become believers. The verse demonstrates that leaders should 
spread the Word to all destinations. Consequently, Paul’s leadership in Acts 22 features devotion 
in service. Besides, Paul’s communication with Timothy outlines qualities that those who assume 


pastoral leadership could utilize to maintain the church (1 Tim 3:1—7). 


The Leadership Role of the Pastor 


The pastoral leadership role is to guides the congregation into sound biblical teaching. 
The pastor’s responsibility is to provide a strategy for focusing on the church and protecting it 
from drifting from its primary mission of discipleship. Mullins argues that the pastor’s role is to 
communicate the biblical message of Christ to the listeners. The assumption formulated the 
ideology that a literal reading of scripture is the basis for developing practical approaches in 
contemporary leadership practices and congregational development. Ed Stetzer describes 
leadership as a process of influencing a community to use their God-given gifts toward a goal 


and purpose as led by the Holy Spirit to achieve a common goal.* 


This concept is an essential 
component that could influence the STCOG toward discipleship. 


The pastoral leadership role is practical. The pastor has a responsibility to nourish the 
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spiritual health of the congregation. Scripture teaches that the pastor provides the local church 
with biblical teachings until they all attain unity in faith and knowledge of Christ (Eph 4:13). 
Knowledge and understanding are the foundation for discipleship. Gaebaelin describes 
knowledge yv@otc (epignosis) as directed toward a target. He states that leaders should 
encourage the safe introduction of new strategies within t local church, which could drive 
theological awareness in the congregation. Every idea count—each builds synergy and fast-track 
resolutions of issues in the group. 

In Timothy 4:16, Paul addresses the actions of the leader. Paul encourages Timothy to 
pay keen attention to the actions taken in ministry. When things seem complicated and have no 
moral support, success and perseverance seem far-reaching. Continue on the course of action and 
lead the congregation toward success as a leader (1 Tim 4:16). Paul outlines the criteria for 
leading God’s mission to his leaders. He entrusts the truth of the gospel to others who would do 
the same (1Tim 2:2). 

Leadership is equipping the church to do ministry. Scriptures are essential tools to equip 
believers for discipleship. In Ephesians 4:12, Paul teaches that Christ gave the pastors and 
teachers for the equipping of the saints, the work of ministry, and the edifying of the body of 
Christ (Eph 4:12). The Greek word translated saint describes one who is holy or set apart. The 
scriptures are vital to uniting the mission of Christ (Acts, 13:4). For example, Paul teaches 
Timothy to use scriptures to promote maturity in the congregation. Nancy T. Ammerman et al. 


suggested that leaders should lead the local church to know Christ’s corporate life vision. The 
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image should create an understanding of God, His purpose for humankind, and the church, in 


time and place.*° 


Leadership is Congregational Development 


Leadership is a complex and equally challenging undertaking, especially within a 
church’s context. The pastor’s responsibility is to provide a strategy for focusing on the church 
and protecting it from drifting from its primary mission of discipleship. Tony Morgan pointed 
out; scripture supports leadership as a spiritual gift from God.’ This assumption formulated the 
ideology that a literal reading of scripture is the basis for developing practical approaches in 
contemporary leadership practices and congregational development. The process helps pastors 
understand the culture needed to produce disciples for Christ. The study will examine three 


crucial components required to create congregational leadership. 


Leading Toward a More Profound Knowledge of Christ 


Tony Morgan emphasizes that the use of scripture to spread Christ’s gospel is necessary 
for congregational development.>® In the Old Testament, God commands the Israelites to teach 
scriptures diligently unto thy children when they talk and walk by the way and sit in the house 
and when they arise (Deut. 6:7). In the New Testament, Paul teaches that the believer’s calling 
encompasses moving beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and move forward to 


maturity (Heb 6:1). 
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Christopher Beeley writes, 
the progress that one makes through studying scriptures cannot be measured by how 
much one reads or even knows by heart. What matters is how deeply one perceived the 
meaning in the core of one’s being. Reflecting on scriptures for more in-depth knowledge 
of Christ has to do with the spiritual transformation rather than verbal inspiration. Church 
leaders should radiate grace and holiness in words and deeds to lead people into a deeper 
relationship with Christ.*? 

Pray without ceasing. The Apostle Paul reminds the believer of the responsibility to pray 
without ceasing (1 Thes 5:17). Prayer is a powerful way to gain a deeper and more profound 
walk with Christ. The best prayer results are vision, context, and mission, informing the biblical 
truth’s interpretation and application. Prayer welcomes us to rethink our self-observation and to 
perceive that we are by nature in constant need. Prayer uncovers its significant ties with the good 
news of salvation through Christ. When we convey our petitions to God, we draw his attention to 
our consistency for reliance on the good news of salvation through confidence in Christ. Through 
prayer, one finds and adheres to the understanding of faith. James echoed Christ’s teaching by 
showing the importance of praying with faith (James 5:15). In Ephesians 4:3-9, Paul prays for 
the church in Ephesus to experience a more profound knowledge in Christ. He interprets the 
knowledge and understanding as to the awareness of God’s will, revealed in Christ. STCOG 
could benefit from such a prayer. Studying the scriptures should be the primary goal of every 
believer. 

Meditating on the scriptures is a vital element in promoting spiritual maturity. In 2 
Timothy 3:16—17, Paul teaches that scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, 


correcting, and training in righteousness. In 1 Corinthians 2:10, Paul explains that only by the 


Holy Spirit can one understand scripture’s truth and know God’s deep things in Christ. The Spirit 
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searches out all things, even the deep things of God (1 Cor 2:10). Through scriptures, the Holy 
Spirit seeks to reveal the teachings needed for the congregation’s growth. This depth in 
scriptures reveals God’s knowledge, identity, and Christ’s work through the Holy Spirit to 
humankind. Scriptures do more than inform; they transform faithful believers. 

Spiritual maturity ferments the deeper life in Christ. Jesus focused on individuals 
growing spiritually and taking responsibility for ministry. When Christ commissioned his 
disciples, they were men who had little or no training. Their only ability seemed to be their 
availability to be used by Christ. Jesus, therefore, concentrated his ministry on developing these 
disciples. Just before his departure, Christ charges his disciples to carry out his work. He told 
them that everyone should be his witness both in Jerusalem, Samaria, and in all Judea, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8). It is exciting to consider the incredible growth that the 
disciples must have experienced during the three-and-one-half years of Jesus’s ministry. 

The discussion offered in the chapter examined the theology of STCOG. The issue that 
existed in the congregation is the need for the believers to move from complacency toward 
discipleship to help others grow in Christ. The theological discussion examined the Pentecostal 
tradition in areas such as salvation, baptism, and obedience. Expository preaching with the 
inductive Bible study, a pastor’s approach to discipleship, underpins the theological outlook. The 
discussion has been about preaching and teaching to build relational discipleship. Therefore, the 


next chapter moves to discuss the literature reviewed for the study. 
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CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL PRESUPPOSITIONS 


Discipleship is a significant undertaking that influences the Shammah Tabernacle Church 
of God (STCOG). The church relies on practical strategies to master the art of discipleship in 
contemporary society. Numerous authors and scholars have written extensively on discipleship 
and the role of the disciple-maker. The authors contend that discipleship is critical. The 
discussion in this study surrounds the issues about the complacency of the congregants at 
STCOG toward discipleship. In addition to a shift caused by a coronavirus, the COVID-19 
pandemic juxtaposes the focus from the traditional church experience to a virtual church online. 
This study draws from four correlated themes of discussion: (1) What is discipleship; (2) what is 
the mission of the church; (3) what is the pastor’s approach to discipleship; (4) what is pastoral 


leadership, and summary. 


What is Discipleship? 


The book titled Discipleship That Fits: The Five Kinds of Relationships God Uses to 
Help Us Grow. Bobby Harrington describes discipleship as helping people to trust and follow 
Jesus. Harrington explains that trust covers all the Bible teachings that call one to rely on God’s 
grace, promise, and power. 

While follow encompasses all the Bible teachings that require an individual to respond to 


God in obedience and faithfulness.' Trust is an essential component of discipleship. Harrington 





1. Bobby Harrington William and Alex Absolom, Discipleship that Fits. (Zondervan, Grand Rapids MI, 
2016). Kindle Edition, 59. 
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argues that disciple-makers should draw their intuition from Christ by accepting his teachings 
and, at the same time, motivating another to do the same as well. Mike Breen poses the idea that 
discipleship is an intentional pursuit; no individual accidentally makes disciples.” Greg Ogden 
raised a similar argument supporting the evidence of Harrington and Breen that discipleship is a 
process that takes place within accountable relationships over time. The scholar proposes that 
people who accept Christ’s invitation and become a disciple should dedicate their lives to 
Christ’s teachings, resulting from a transformed life of obedience.* Ogden offers a very 
insightful comment that unless the vital element necessary for growth is present, discipleship will 


not become evident.’ Christ is the focal point of all discipleship efforts. 


Discipleship is the Great Commission 


Dave Earley and Rod Dempsey's book Disciple Making: Is How to Live the Great 
Commission with Passion and Confidence. He argues that one should understand and obey 
Christ’s teachings as it relates to the Great Commission.° Reflecting on Matthew 28:18-19, 
Earley explores four biblical tenets that enhance the success of discipleship. The first tenet is that 
the church should focus on the purpose of going into the world to make disciples. The second 
tenet is to remain vigilant in preaching the good news of Christ to win others. The third tenet 


resonated with the idea of baptizing those who believe in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
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Spirit. The fourth tenet is teaching the ones who commit their lives to obey everything Christ 
commanded.® Combining all four principles is needed to fulfill the work of obedience and 
preserve the church’s goal to make disciples. 

Jerry Rankin is not in opposition to the work of obedience. He raised the argument that 
obedience could simulate the act of obligation to Christ’s teachings to make disciples. Rankin 
proposes valuable insights for the congregant’s focal point of submission to Christ’s lordship 
with the idea that disciple-making is a personal choice. There must be a compulsion that comes 
from the calling as a passion for one’s life. Neither invitation nor response to the message of 
Christ is an obligation for one to make disciples.’ The biblical references in John 14:15—16 are 
essential to the believer’s commitment. The text describes the discipleship obligation through the 
aid of the Holy Spirit to make disciples. The Holy Spirit enables the teachings of Christ as a core 
virtue for discipleship. The description of the obligations in Titus 2:3 ferment the idea that those 


who are more advanced in the faith should teach the younger ones to mature in the faith. 


Discipleship in the Early Church 


In the book named The Forgotten Way: Reactivating the Missional Church, Alan Hirsch 
uses a simple but profound dialect to describe discipleship in the early church. He argues that in 
the sixteen-century discipleship plays a significant role in the early church. The disciples of this 
era had the first-hand experience of Jesus Christ, ministry, death, and resurrection. He contends 
that the imbued knowledge of past and present could help explore new concepts to engage 


healthy discipleship relationships. Hirsch further stresses the significance of a safe introduction 
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of new discipleship strategies in the contemporary church.® 

Regardless. These views could aid STCOG in examining its purpose and demonstrate a 
unified cause to discipleship by assisting other people to follow the teachings of Christ. Jesus 
denotes that faithful disciples must uphold a commitment to teaching the scriptures to others. 
The survival of the gospel relied on the founding fathers’ ability to educate other members of 
society. Jesus himself was a teacher that took his time to explain critical values to his audiences. 
He randomly selected 11 individuals and used his practical teaching skills to transform them into 
faithful disciples. He then appointed them to spread the gospel by teaching others to do so as 
well. The disciples would later make it a personal responsibility to educate others and spread the 
gospel. In Timothy 2:1—4, Paul reminded the young preacher of his primary commitment to the 
church. He reiterates the Great Commission of Christ that he should be strong in the grace that is 


in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 2:14. 


Discipleship in the Contemporary Church 


In the book named The Forgotten Ways, Alan Hirsch emphasizes the degree to which 
STCOG could reassert some of the principles and practices evident in early Christian 
development. He proposes that the modern church could conceptualize the church’s current 
challenges, mainly within the historical prism.’ Hirsch contends that the modern church could re- 


establish ancient approaches that remain rooted within the contemporary context.!° 
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The somewhat dialectic appraisal between the ancient and contemporary churches is 
evident. If they are discovered, then these methods of hidden power could mobilize Christianity 
well into the twenty-second century.'! Hirsch’s hidden power refers to an association of the 
missionary discipleship methods that leaders utilized in Christianity’s early development, which 
is still bearing fruit in China today.'* He suggested that churches could find the movement 
thinking idea—a living systems approach of the past. He dubbed this system apostolic genius, 
which he states could help church leaders in the modern context." This interaction between past 
and present is a concept that leaders can interject into today’s culture. Trebesch refers to culture 


as the ecosystem of flourishing. 


What Is the Mission for the Church? 


DeYoung and Gilbert, in their book What Is the Mission of the Church? Describes the 
church’s mission as the complete Bible’s narrative, which summarizes the Great Commission 
and involved gospel proclamation and disciple-making. The authors encourage the church to go 
into the world and make disciples by declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit’s 
power. Besides, gathering these disciples into churches, that they might worship and obey Jesus 
Christ now and in eternity to the glory of God the Father.'4 

French Arrington’s approach to mission propagates the idea that the church needs to 


reaffirm its discipleship practices based on the Great Commission’s teachings. His approach is 
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practical, systematic, and biblical. Practically, it is the church’s responsibility to preach and teach 
the gospel of Christ to the nations while saturating the congregation with sound biblical 
doctrine.'> Hirsh agrees with asserting the discussion through Thomas J. Doolittle’s theoretical 
insight into the church’s mission. As such, a biblical approach is necessary to fulfill Christ’s 
mission for the Great Commission. !° 

Scholars such as Craig Ott debate that the church’s mission has become increasingly 
complex and challenging in current society. Ott asserts that the church’s purpose is to make 
disciples, which is the primary reason for which Jesus Christ sent his disciples to reach out to 
people in the world. As such, the authors agree with other scholars that discipleship involves 
preaching and teaching Christ’s gospel. The conversations raised in the text, without a doubt, are 
a call for modern-day disciples to seek clarity and a more profound understanding of what the 


mission of the church entails. !” 


The Mission of Christ for the Church 


In Luke 4:18, Christ announces his missional identity for the church. In this passage, 
Jesus addresses his purpose for the mission. He told his audience that God sent him to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind and set the oppressed free. Robert 
Letham debates Christ’s work dates back to the first few centuries when the church began to 


emphasize the coming of Christ. He features two areas of importance, such as (a) Christ’s 
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connection between incarnation and atonement and (b) his obedience and atoning death.!® 
Atrrington’s biblical view holds that Christ was both man and God, which is an essential point. 
Understanding how God saved and can still save humankind through Christ gives value to His 
victorious work in STCOG. It is indisputable that Christ’s work was initially part of God’s 
eternal plan. Christology is a dominant theme in the scripture.'? Although there are varying 
opinions regarding the same, Christ’s work in both the present and the future reflects the nature 
of the Kingdom of God. 

Arrington’s views of Christ’s work were mainly part of God’s eternal plan. The 
believers’ union with Christ is an essential theme of the doctrine. He further stated that, to many, 
Christ is second to Adam and represents humankind because humanity united to Adam. 
Although union with Christ is eternal, it can also be authentic, but only through the incarnation.”° 
Arrington is saying that real existential union with Christ happens upon conversion, specifically 
through baptism. Indeed, Christ’s work is inseparable from his person, necessitating noting the 
differences between the two components. Such a difference can only by understanding the 
historical development of various views regarding God’s Kingdom, the intent of the atonement, 
and union with Christ. 

Latham acknowledges that the believers’ union with Christ is an essential theme of the 
doctrine. To many, Christ is second to Adam and represents humankind because humanity united 


to Adam. Although union with Christ is eternal, it can also be real, but only through the 
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incarnation.”! Further, one needs more in-depth knowledge for analyzing Christ’s death and 
resurrection. Therefore, the doctrine proves a significant realization of our union with Jesus and 
Christ.” At the heart of the union is the debate regarding the death and resurrection of Jesus 


Christ. 


The Mission in Christ Threefold Office 


In the book entitled Following Jesus: Prophet, Priest, King Gaines, and Lyons-Pardue 
refer to the threefold office of Christ as a prophet, priest, and king. They argue that these three 
roles of Jesus serve as a unified whole that could stand on its own.7? Gaines and Lyons-Pardue 
compound the discussion on the church’s mission by introducing the concept of his threefold 
offices as prophet, priest, and king. The two scholars argued that the great challenge of being 
disciples of Christ is not just to believe but to follow him. Gaines and Lyons-Pardue help 
STCOG capture a fresh vision of Christ’s mission for the church through the prophet, priest, and 
king’s interpretative lens. With STCOG’s close-up look at Jesus’s demonstration of what it 
means to be a prophet, priest, and king could require the congregants to consider the 
particularities of his life, death, resurrection, and ascension.~* The authors asserted that Jesus 
does not simply slip into the predefined roles of prophet, priest, and king. Instead, his 


personification identifies him as a living example of what these roles are and how they ought to 
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function.” He explains that Christ’s teachings should inform the discipleship process and the 


way people follow him. 
The Missional Role of the Holy Spirit in the Church 


According to P. White and C.J. P. Niemandt in an article, The Missional Role of the Holy 
Spirit: Ghanaian Pentecostals View and Practice. The role of the Holy Spirit from a Pentecostal 
perspective has been paramount in the Missio Dei process. He has been active in the Old 
Testament, in creation, redemption, and various other spiritual undertakings. However, in the 
New Testament, his work becomes apparent and prominent concerning world mission (Schweer 
1998:108; Van Aarde 1999:250).7° The Holy Spirit’s work implies that the starting point for 
considering the mission’s spiritual dynamics should recognize the Holy Spirit’s role in the 
church (Ott, Strauss & Tennent 2010:240).7’ 

In Acts 1:8, Christ declares, the believer shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes. 
The believer shall be a witness to Christ in Judah, Jerusalem, Samaria, and to the earth’s end.78 
The Holy Spirit gives the church complete freedom to teach and preach the gospel, described by 
White and Niemandt, defined as the kingdom’s proclamation. Christians share in Christ’s life 


and bear the Holy Spirit’s witness (Newbigin 1978:31). Newbigin (1978:66) further states that 
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mission is the action of the Holy Spirit. He leads the church to the fullness of truth, which has 
not yet grasped and convicts the world through his sovereign freedom.” 

In Acts 2: 1-4, the Apostle Peter in the upper room obeyed the commandments of Jesus 
Christ and used the authority given to him to efficiently ignite an explosion of the gospel that 
gave birth to the Pentecostal Church. Through the Holy Spirit’s support, he deploys his disciples 
into the world to bring the gospel to the nations in the authority of his name. God empowered the 
church to teach with the power to bring others into a state of maturity in his word, alternatively, 
to become impactive and make a lasting impression on humanity. According to White and 
Niemandt, the Holy Spirit’s ultimate missional role are to make Jesus Christ known to the world 
and his saving power through his death and resurrection. The Holy Spirit is the continuing 
presence of Christ and his agent to fulfill the task of mission. This understanding leads to the 
participation of STCOG in God’s ongoing work of liberation and reconciliation through the Holy 
Spirit.°° Arrington argues that the Pentecostal Church in the modern world has a unique heritage 


that impacts the world by the Holy Spirit.*! 
What is the Pastor’s Approach to Discipleship? 


Kevin, Vanhoozer, Hearers, and Doers: A Pastor’s Guide to Making Disciples Through 
Scripture and Doctrine. The pastors are theologians charged with proclaiming the gospel, 


ministering its understanding, and facilitating practices that correspond to Christ’s teachings’. 
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There is a vast amount of work available for preaching for discipleship. Suppose expository 
preaching with inductive Bible study engrafted into the worship experience could equip the 
congregation. Then what would be the reaction to this slightly different idea of preaching? Could 
this approach aid discipleship through preaching and teaching? 

Every pastor needs a reasonable, justifiable approach to discipleship, one that is biblical 
and Christ-centered. Pastors must strive to develop practical disciples who understand and 
upholds the teachings of Christ. Others address the inductive Bible study for discipleship from 
one-on-one or small groups. Other authors weighed in on the current social issues of preaching 
and teaching for discipleship. In this research, the pastor introduces four connected studies as 
approaches for discipleship (1) the pastor’s approach to expository preaching, (2) the pastor’s 


approach to Inductive Bible Study, (3) the pastor’s approach to online preaching and teaching. 
The Pastor’s Approach to Expository Preaching for Discipleship 


In the book named Preaching with a Plan: Sermon Strategies for Growing Mature 
Believers, Scott Gibson argues that a pastor could use expository preaching as a tool for 
discipleship with the consideration that preaching is discipleship.** He argues that if listeners 
stretched to expand their faith and obedience as they grow in grace, they could become mature 
believers. As such, this kind of growth is evident when an individual helps another to mature in 
their faith by listening to faithful, expository preaching of God’s Word.** 

Similarly, Gibson encourages pastors to transform their congregations into disciples by 


the daily preaching and teachings of Jesus Christ. He further stated that the expository provides 
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preaching techniques to cultivate spiritual health in the local church to eliminate moral and 
spiritual famine.*> Arrington supports Gibson’s argument that preaching is a vital part of the 
discipleship process that builds up the church. He further stated that the Holy Spirit’s anointing 
upon the preacher speaks into the diversity of lives hearing the message. As a result, pastors 
should practice sound biblical doctrine.*° In 1 Corinthians 1:21, the author writes, for in God’s 
wisdom, pastors should preach the message of salvation so that those who believe could receive 


salvation. 


The Pastor’s Approach is Inductive Bible as an Instrument 


Kevin, Vanhoozer, Hearers, and Doers: A Pastor’s Guide to Making Disciples Through 
Scripture and Doctrine. The practice of inductive Bible study reinforces how people grow 
spiritually. Vanhoozer supports the view that a literal interpretation of scriptures allows an 
accurate or realistic sense to develop discipleship confidence. The learner must grasp the concept 
of a biblical understanding of what it means to follow Christ.°” 

Arrington, adopt a position that emphasizes the practical process of studying scriptures as 
a personal encounter with the word of God and the God of the Word. Arrington maintains that 
the believer’s first practice is to ask the Holy Spirit’s guidance through prayer to understand the 
revelation of God’s Word. The second observation begins with reading scriptures and asking key 


questions: who, what, when, where, why, and how. Third, the inductive Bible study teaches one 


how to detect keywords and phrases that are beneficial to interpret the text. Likewise, to identify 
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themes and divisions of the book and the context of scriptures. With this identity, people will 
understand whom God was speaking, what he was saying to them, and discover what he is 
saying to the church. When God’s message is understood, people might obey his voice that could 


spark a change in the believer’s life.** 


The Shift to Online Discipleship 


In his book, Online Churches: An Intensive Analysis and Application, Elmer L. Towns 
and J. Todd Mullings compound the argument on the necessity of discipleship online. The 
authors point out a vital responsibility that the church engages in to make disciples (Matt 28:19). 
The authors argued that one key area that must be continuously analyzed and improved in any 
church, whether physical or virtual, is discipleship. Besides, the virtual church has the potential 
to leverage technology to enhance the learning experience.*? These authors’ arguments all come 
close to the topic of online discipleship, but none comes to any definitive position. Neither do 


any of the articles address the biblical definition of koinonia experienced in an online church.*° 
What is Leadership? 


Pastoral leadership in contemporary society seems to surpass the interpretation provided 
by Michael Frost in his book, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture. Frost 


considers the modern context to be post-modernization.*! He contends that the traditional church 
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seems to be at odds with modern-day assumptions and belief systems.** The appraisals provided 
by Newbigin, Ford, Osterhaus, and Woodward all assign importance to the structural and 
organizational setting of the church, which is the key to offering advanced pastoral leadership. At 
the other end of the spectrum, Frost moves away from the idea that the organizational church is 
necessary to advance the Christian doctrines** 

It is plausible to say that authors such as Newbigin and Woodward are attempting to 
connect leadership practices that were successful in the past with current leadership challenges. 
However, the degree to which a conventional or modern lens is applicable in both cases differs. 
On the one hand, Newbigin focuses on the modern social context.*+ Woodward tends to rely on 


historical models of leadership in the changing world.* 


Leadership in Contemporary Society 


Michael Frost, in his book, Exiles: Living Missionally in a Post-Christian Culture, 
indicated that modern society seems to shun the traditional church. This interpretation of 
leadership places STCOG firmly within the contemporary social context. Frost’s division in 
focus on current versus traditional leadership approaches reflects a broader debate on whether 
the church should adopt current societal changes or retain conventional leadership strategies” 

Likewise, Hirsch links successful leadership strategies of the past to contemporary 


society. Woodward places far less reliance on the past leadership context than Hirsch. 
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Woodward encapsulates the idea of modern responses to modern problems while drawing a more 
prominent distinction of discipleship in the early and contemporary churches. It is plausible to 
argue that authors such as Newbigin and Woodward are attempting to connect the leadership 
practices that were successful in the past with the challenges leaders encounter in the present. 
Indicate a clear example of the conceptualization of leadership within the modern framework. 

Newbigin and Woodward are attempting to connect the past leadership’s successful 
practices with present leadership challenges. Compared to Hirsch, Woodward places far less 
reliance on the past leaders when referencing contemporary leadership.*”7 He emphasizes the 
universal nature of faith and leadership within the church. He offers modern responses to modern 
problems and distinguishes the early and contemporary churches about discipleship.** 

Timothy Keller, in his book. Preaching: Communicating Faith in an Age of Skepticism 
introduces a firm but a timely message to the modern church. He pays close attention to the 
message pastoral leaders pass to their congregants. Keller argues that most pastors in 
contemporary society struggle to adapt to the current post-Christian culture without abandoning 
orthodox theology. He observes that the gospel is stringent and conservative. He argues that 
leaders must remain firm and use modern society elements, including the culture, to benefit the 
gospel. His argument places leadership at the center of success in the modern-day church. The 
scholar explains that pastors should develop their practice by sticking to three critical 


commitments: gospel-centered, city-centered, and movement-centered. In his argument, the three 
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responsibilities reverberate with the theories of numerous authors. In his gospel-centered 


commitment, Keller reminds pastoral leaders to develop a primary purpose that serves Christ.*? 


Leadership is Equipping the Congregation 


Tony Morgan, use of scripture to spread the message of Jesus Christ is an absolute 
necessity for church leaders. Morgan clarifies that there is a basis in scriptures that supports 
leadership as a gift from God. He further explains that leadership is among the spiritual gifts 
listed in scripture.°° This assumption formulated the ideology that a literal reading of scripture is 
the basis for developing practical modern Christian leadership approaches and equipping the 
congregation. Vanhoozer and Associates support the idea that a literal reading and interpretation 
of scripture is necessary to build faith in the local church.*! It is credible to suggest that this 
debate ties in with the broader and more universal discussion with long historical traditions 
within many Christian churches, including the Pentecostal denominations. 

There is a consensus that equipping believers for discipleship is a positive facet of 
leadership. In Ephesians 4:12, the Apostle Paul clarifies that Christ appoints teachers and pastors 
to equip the saints for the ministry’s work to build up the body of Christ. The modern teaching 
practice on discipleship bears notable similarities with Jesus’ model in Matthew 16:24. Christ 
said to his disciples that whoever wants to become a disciple must deny themselves, take up their 


cross, and follow Christ.*? 
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To pursue the teachings of Jesus is vital, of course. However, it is also essential to spread 
those teachings to as many people as possible. Putting Jesus first in our lives and ensuring that 
we follow his instructions is a central process of discipleship. In many ways, bridging the divides 
between generational traditions in our modern society is facilitated through a process whereby 
one puts Jesus at the center of the process. In Matt 8:18—22, Jesus invites one of his disciples to 
follow him rather than burying his father.*? Christ’s answer to the disciple leads some of the 
other disciples to ask Jesus how anyone can receive salvation. Indeed, they were surprised by 
Jesus’s comment. In Matt 9:25—26, Jesus explains the point he previously made about the 
question of salvation. Jesus replied, with man, this is impossible, but with God, all things are 


possible. 


Leading Toward Spiritual Transformation 


Eric Geiger, Michael Kelley, and Philip Nation’s Transformational Discipleship, How 
People Grow, supports the idea that transformation is more than a surface-level alteration. 


Change only comes through discipleship centered on Christ.> 


George Gray reminds the church 
to become one with the scriptures to grow in Christ, with the Holy Spirit’s help. Many names 
ascribe to grow in scriptures, pursue righteousness (1 Tim 6:11), or be transformed (Rom 12:2). 
Regardless, the result is the same for every Christian: to be transformed into Christ’s image (2 


Cor 3:18). 


According to Gary Newton, God is ultimately responsible for Christ-like growth in 
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people’s lives (Eph 1:4).*° 


The individual grows through biblical teachings and the anointing 
work of the Holy Spirit. In Colossians 1:25—29, Paul writes, scriptures declare the teaching of 
Christ to bring everyone to maturity in Christ. Gray captures the problem in his book by 
explaining the context of growth. He argues that the Bible is vital for the process of change for 
people to become active disciple-maker.>’ The explanation stresses John McArthur’s argument, 
who believes that a more profound understanding of practicing biblical principles changes lives°® 

The review offered examined the vital issues that emerge from the texts about 
discipleship at the local church. Some of these books seek to conceptualize Christian leadership 
and Christianity within a Christian setting’s historical framework. In contrast, others place 

greater credence on how modern society affects discipleship and Christian leadership’s 
nature and characteristics. The importance of preaching and teaching scriptures in the church 
setting link many of the texts’ analyzed in this work. A common theme that emerges from this 
assessment is that the church’s culture itself needs to adapt to the challenges faced in modern 
society in advancing discipleship in the local church. 

This review examined vital issues about expository preaching with inductive Bible study 
for discipleship in STCOG. A common theme that emerges from this review is that the 
congregation needs to grasp the concept of upholding the teachings of Jesus Christ and prioritize 


discipleship by adapting to the changing church context. 





56. Gary C. Newton. Growing Toward Spiritual Maturity, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 6. 


57. George Gray. Discipleship of Jesu’s Perspective: Rediscovering and Reinstituting the Master Plan. 
(Bloomington, IN iUniverse, 2012), 152. 


58. MacArthur, John. The Keys to Spiritual Growth: Unlocking the Riches of God. (Good News Publishers, 
2003), Kindle, 20. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


RESEARCH PROJECT DESIGN 


Shammah Tabernacle Church of God (STCOG) provided the context for the field survey 
work for this thesis. The mixed methods techniques test the hypothesis to determine whether 
expository preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship could spark the congregants’ 
transformation to help others develop a disciple-maker community. Jessica DeCuir-Gunby 
defines mixed methods as an analysis of data that draws an inference from quantitative and 
qualitative approaches in a single inquiry.! 

The researcher collected data for two discipleship congregational surveys. The first 
survey collected data on expository preaching in the spring of 2018 (see Appendix C). The latter 
collected data on expository preaching with inductive Bible study in the summer of 2019 (see 
Appendix D). The study comprises: (a) an expository preaching survey, (b) expository preaching 


with inductive Bible study for discipleship survey, (c) analyzing data collected (d) summary. 


Expository Preaching 


The pastor analyzes five expository sermons for discipleship in the STCOG. The sermons 
series includes: (1) the courage to make disciples, (2) commit to carrying the cross, (3) the 
command to love others, (4) the challenge to advance the kingdom, and (5) the conviction to 
pursue the vision. The appeal points the believers toward a reflective viewpoint of discipleship to 


uphold Christ’s teachings to help others advance his kingdom. 





1. Jessica DeCuir-Gunby, Developing A Mixed Methods Proposal: A Practical Guide for Beginning 
Researchers. 1st Edition, (Los Angeles: SAGE, 2017), 2. 
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The first sermon began on May 13, 2018. The sermon theme was The Courage to Make 
Disciples, taken from Matthew 28:16—20 (see Appendix E). The sermon delivery focuses on 
Christ’s teachings to his apostles to make disciples, teach them, and baptize them. The second 
sermon was delivered on May 20, 2018. The sermon’s theme was the Commitment to Carry the 
Cross with the text on Mark 8:34—38 (see Appendix F). Mark focuses on discipleship to follow 
Christ’s command. The third sermon was the “Command to Love Others,” preached on March 
27, 2018 (see Appendix G). The text is Ephesians 5:1—2. Christ’s love is at the core of his 
mission on earth. The fourth sermon delivery was on June 3, 2018. The sermon theme was the 
“Challenge to Advance the Kingdom” (see Appendix H). The text was Ephesians 2: 11-22. The 
worship service theme focused on Christ’s challenges to his disciples to reach beyond the 
cultural lines and bid others follow his teachings. The fifth sermon delivery was on July 1, 2018. 
The sermon theme was the Conviction to Pursue the Vision of Christ (see Appendix I). The text 


is Matthew 9:35—38. The worship service theme is the vision for the harvest. 


Analyzing Expository Preaching Data 


This expository preaching survey comprises 21 questions. There were three categories of 
questions, completed anonymously. Category one contains five questions about the respondent’s 
age and years received salvation, educational level, and involvement in a leadership role in 
STCOG. Category two consists of questions six to 18 and inquiries about the believer’s 
formation and discipleship participation. The third category consists of three open-ended 
questions, nineteen to 21. The open-ended qualitative questions ask about the impact of 
expository preaching on the individual’s life. The is to learn whether the respondents grasp the 
concept of compassion for other people to grow in God’s grace. 


Question one assesses the gender ratio. Seventy-five percent of the respondents who 
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participated in the survey were female, and 25% were male. The gender disparity in this review 
reflects the gap in religion. Travis Mitchell argues that globally women are more likely to 
affiliate with religion than men. Eighty-four percent of women in the world affiliate to a religious 


group against 16% male.” 


What Is Your Gender 
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Figure 1. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


There are five age categories below. The most significant category answering the 
questions is 36-45 years old, with 30%. The 18-35 and 46-55 age group tied at 25%. The age 
group of 56—65 had 12%. The age group 66 and older falls in the lowest of four percent. In the 


STCOG, age is a vital part of discipleship. Stan Belyshev writes both younger and older people 





2. “Travis Mitchell,” The Pew Research States, Women More Likely Than Men to Affiliate with A 
Religion. March 22, 2016, Accessed August 13, 2018. http://www.pewforum.org/2016/03/22/women-more-likely- 
than-men-to-affiliate-with-a-religion/ 
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play a role in fulfilling the Great Commission. The younger people are energetic and zealous, 
with convictions that possess the strengths needed for disciple-making. The older generation 
exhibits wisdom, experience, and trust in God’s promises. Both generations’ unique attributes 
are necessary to advance discipleship in the contemporary church.’ The researcher’s focus is to 
ensure every age group’s all-inclusiveness working together in the STCOG to achieve Christ’s 


mandate to make disciples. 


What Is Your Age? 


35% 


32% 


30% 


25% 


25% 
25% 
20% 
15% 12% 


10% 


Axis Title 


. m4 
5% 





0% 


Figure 2. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


The result shown in question three below reveals the number of years the respondents 


received Christ as Savior. Twenty-two percent of the respondents have been serving Christ for 





3. Stan Belyshev. Generation Gap: Raising the Next Generation of Leaders. (Christian Faith Publishing, 
2016), 12. 
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more than four years. The next category of participants reveals that 22% of the congregation 
received Christ for more than seven years. Only about 35% of the respondents have less than 
three years. A minority of 16% have not received salvation. However, there seems to be a higher 


level of discipleship awareness to make disciples. 


How Long Did You Receive Christ As Savior? 
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Figure 3. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question Four relates to the respondents’ educational level, which is a fundamental factor 
that affects religious beliefs. The question asked the respondents to select their highest academic 
level of education. The results of the study reveal that there is a link between the congregant’s 
discipleship persuasion and their education. A review of the graph below explains that 50% of 
the participants obtained a high school education. Seventeen percent enrolled at the graduate 
level. Undergraduate and associate degrees tied at 10%. A minority are those with doctorate 


degrees. The researcher’s intention is not to debate the idea of one’s academic abilities but to 
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highlight its importance. Olsen concludes that in some American church communities, 


educational achievement and church attendance are comparable in their growth process.* 


Educational Level 
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Figure 4. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


The pie chart in Question 5 below revealed that 48% of the participants are in a 
leadership role at STCOG. The leaders include the lead pastor, two associate pastors, the youth, 
women, and men’s discipleship leaders. Fifty-two percent do not have a leadership role within 
the leadership context. Leadership is indicative of identifying the need of the congregation. 
David Olsen describes pastoral leaders and lay leaders as leaders with integrity that should live 


authentic lives, both spiritually and relationally. The goal is to build strong discipleship teams 





4. David Olson. The American Church in Crisis: Groundbreaking Research Based on a National Database 
of over 200,000 Churches (Zondervan. 2008), Kindle, 310. 
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that will produce fruit that will last.° 


Leadership Role at STCOG 
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Figure 5. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question six revealed that more than 12% of the participants admitted that they regularly 
shared the gospel with others. Twenty-nine percent shared the gospel of Christ with others very 
often. Likewise, 39% of those who participated shared the gospel of Christ with others 
sometimes. Sixteen percent rarely shared the gospel with others. A low of one percent never 
shared the gospel with other people. Some of the participants who answered the question are new 
to the faith community and had not received salvation. Those without salvation could not share 
their experiences with others because they do not believe in the message. The respondents 


resonate with sharing their faith with others. 





5. Olson, The American Church in Crisis, 311. 
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According to Harrington, the Great Commission remains the local church’s primary 
responsibility. Jesus Christ invites his people to share the gospel with those who do not have it. It 
is an invitation to make disciples not only in our communities but of the nations. Christ invited 
people in the church to lead those who do not know Jesus Christ to become fully orbed followers 
of our king. Men and women understand how to live for Christ’s glory and advance his 

kingdom.° Geiger believes that transformed disciples should share their faith with others. Their 


new identity in Christ has given them a foundational reason to make disciples.’ 


I Share The Gospel Of Christ With Others In My Community 
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Figure 6. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


After examining the respondent’s replies in Question 7, it has become apparent that most 


6. Bobby Harrington. Discipleship That Fits: Five Kinds of Relationships God Uses to Help Us Grow. 
(Zondervan, Grand Rapids: MI, 2016), Kindle, 59. 


7. Eric Geiger, Michael Kelley, and Philip Nation. Transformational Discipleship: How People Grow. 
(Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group, 2012), Kindle, 1357. 
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believers at the STCOG believe in the God of the Bible. It appears that there is a need for biblical 
truth in their lives. Ninety-six percent of the congregation agreed with the statement that the 
Bible is God’s Word, and he is the one true God of the universe. Four percent of the respondents 
remained neutral. In the STCOG, there is a need for transformation in the biblical understanding 
of discipleship. Eric Geiger et al. argues that transformation is more than a surface-level 
alteration.’ The Apostle Paul describes this transformation as the renewal of the mind through 


the Holy Spirit’s work (Rom 12:1—2). 


I Believe The God Of The Bible Is The One True God Of The Universe 
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Figure 7. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question eight pertains to the characteristics of knowing God’s will for one’s life. It 


reveals that 74% of the participants strongly agree that their prayer focuses on God’s will for 





8. Eric Geiger, Michael Kelley, Philip Nation Transformational Discipleship, 140. 
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their lives. Sixteen percent agree that their prayer focus has been on God’s will instead of 
individual needs. Likewise, 10% remain neutral to the question. There is more profound 
knowledge in scriptures that deepens the faith in knowing God. This in-depth knowledge builds 
trust in Christ’s teaching. The researcher investigates whether the respondents know that 


discipleship should begin with an invitation to follow the teachings of Christ. 


My Prayer Focus Is To Discover God's Perfect Will For My Life 
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Figure 8. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


In Question 9, 71% of the respondents agree that love is vital to building relationships. 
Nineteen percent indicated that they exercise love in their relationships. Similarly, 10% 
expended Christ’s love in their relationship sometimes to help another grow in grace. Rare and 


never tied at zero percent. Love is God’s very nature (1 Jn 4:8—16) and the greatest Christian 
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virtues (1 Cor 13:13). The presence of truth as an indication of love is vital for the STCOG to 


grasp the biblical truth is to make disciples.'° 


Do Christ's Exemplyfing Love Stimulates Your Desire To Make 


Disciples? 
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Figure 9. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


An exciting feature of the chart below is 29% of the research participants understood 
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their gifts and used them always to serve others. Thirty-five percent utilize their gifts always to 


serve others. Twenty-three percent utilize their spiritual gifts very often. Three percent rarely use 


their gifts to help others. Ten percent of the respondents never used their gifts to help another, 


which could be the category that never receives salvation. The author of Acts writes salvation is 


found only through Christ because there is no other name under the heavens given to humankind 


9. Douglas, et al., Zondervan Illustrated Bible Dictionary, 862. 
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by which we receive salvation (Acts 4:). 


I Use My Spiritual Gifts To Serve Others 
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Figure 10. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


In Question 11, the researcher asked about the respondent’s attendance and engagement 
in group activities. There are five groups in this category: always, very often, sometimes, rarely, 
and never. The results revealed that 32% attend group activities monthly. Twenty-nine percent 
very often. Twenty-five percent were in attendance monthly. Thirteen percent replies that they 


rarely attend, with never at zero percent. 
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Figure 11. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question 12 below, the researcher takes a close-up look at the respondent’s discipline in 


studying the scriptures. One way individuals mature in Christ is by studying God’s Word. Thirty- 


two percent showed that they study the Bible every day. Fifty-one percent responded that they 


study the Bible once or twice per month, and 16% revealed that they study the scriptures 3-10 


times per month. Studying the Bible is a characteristic of spiritual growth. Scriptures are the 


foundational base that shapes the believer’s maturity theological concept. Gray posits that 


learning the scriptures is vital for discipleship.'' When an individual receives salvation, a person 


responds to the call of Christ. Both Scripture and Christian experience indicate that new birth 


takes place. !” 


11. George Gray. Discipleship of Jesus’ Perspective, 152. 
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How Often Do You Study Your Bible? 
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Figure 12. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Prayer is a spiritual discipline that aids an individual spiritual development. Daniel Black 
writes that through prayer, one builds trust in Christ Jesus. Christ acknowledges people’s 
dependence on him for their needs and others’ needs (Matt 6:5—15).!?: '4 On the question about 
the frequency of the respondent’s prayer time. Sixty-four percent of the participants recorded that 
they pray every day. Thirty-six percent said they pray once or twice weekly. Seventeen percent 


rated that they prayed 3—10 times monthly. The prayer group meets on Thursday nights weekly. 


13. Daniel Black, Minutes of the 75th International General Assembly, 23. 
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How Often Do You Spend Time Praying? 
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Figure 13. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question Fourteen presents a framework for each ministry engagement of the 
respondents participating in this survey. The study includes individuals age 18 and older. The 
survey options consist of 12 ministry options. The twelfth option allows the respondents to add 
their ministry engagement if it did not appear on the list. The respondents evaluated praise and 
worship at 16%, vital in our congregation. Christ is the chief person in our church. Therefore, 
believers create a unity bond to worship Christ to advance his kingdom. 

The leadership team ensures that the group’s focus is to glorify Christ as one body. In 
addition to the praise and worship, the usher and prayer ministries equally tied at six percent of 
the congregation. Ministerial is three percent. Stewardship with nine percent of respondents. 
Pastoral support with six percent and nursery with three percent. The remaining groups are 


music, with nine percent. The Secretary-Treasurer and hospitality tied with three percent. None 


is 


with 29% and other at the lowest with six percent. As the lead pastor of STCOG, it is crucial to 
developing both the church and the community. The responsibility rests heavily on building the 
church spiritually and uniting the believers with preaching and teaching to fulfill the Great 


Commission. 


Check One Or More Of Your Ministry Involvement 
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Figure 14. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question Fifteen asks the respondent to describe how one helps another grow in their 
walk with Christ? One way to observe the congregant’s attitude toward discipleship and its 
impact was to ask the respondents to describe their involvement with disciple-making. There 
were four options to choose from, three options designed toward involvement in discipleship, 
and the fourth toward other engagements. 

The following are the list of options and the scores: Seventy-one percent replies that they 


are focused on helping others. Twenty-five percent were assisting others scored sometimes. Four 


76 


percent were unsure, resulting from those who did not yet receive salvation. There were no 
responses to not helping others right now. An observation of the respondent’s viewpoints 
revealed that STCOG is striving toward maturity in Christ’s teaching. The congregation’s 
strength is at its highest peak. Most of the congregants either help others or focus on helping 


others grow in their walk with Christ. 


How Are You Helping Others To Grow In Their Walk With Christ? 
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Figure 15. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


In Question 16, two categories allow the participant to answer yes or no if they believe 
that STCOG offers discipleship training opportunities. It provides the researcher with the 
information to know if the congregation is making progress toward discipleship. Ninety-seven 
percent of the respondents agreed that STCOG provides adequate discipleship training 


opportunities. Three percent of the respondent did not agree with the statement. 


a 


Daniel Black writes, 

discipleship should be intentional for all believers who received salvation through Christ 
Jesus. The believer’s retention is incumbent upon the teachings of discipleship. 

Therefore, the planning and execution of the congregation programs should form a part of 
the discipleship process. The local church should understand that the growth process 
revolves around individual development.! 

Question 16 below relates to Question 17. The ministry opportunities at the STCOG 


included: discipleship group, hospitality, lay leadership, music, ministerial, prayer group, praise 


and worship, women, youth men’s discipleship leaders. 


Do You Believe STCOG Provides Adequate Training Opportunities For 
Discipleship 
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Figure 16. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Figure 17 inquiries about the ministry opportunities available at the STCOG that help 


people mature in Christ? The percentage in the graph represents the results of the data collected. 





1. “Church of God Beliefs,” Beliefs Church of God. Accessed August 18, 2017. 
http://www.churchofgod.org/beliefs. 
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The discipleship group tops the list with 29%. Hospitality was the second-highest, with fourteen 
percent. Lay leadership, prayer, and women’s discipleship groups tied at eleven percent. Men’s 
ministry and ministerial groups seven percent. The percentage that rests in the minority group is 


the music ministry at four percent. 


What Opportunities Are Available For You At STCOG To Grow In Christ ? 
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Figure 17. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Question 18 relates to the number of sermons in the series from which to choose. The 
survey revealed that 57% of the respondents who took part in the study attended four out of five. 
Thirty-five percent of the congregants took part in 2 or 3 of the sermon series. Eight percent of 
the respondents listened to fewer than two sermons. 

All the respondents answered the questions. Compared to the STCOG attendance roster, 
there is consistency in congregational activities. George Barna argues that in contemporary 


society, one-third fewer Americans attend church weekly now than in 1993. This evidence of a 


a9 


shifting religious landscape is apparent when viewed through the lens of church attendance.” The 


graph below reveals the percentage of those who increase their attendance to church activities, an 


exciting way to measure STCOG church attendance. 
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Figure 18. Expository Preaching Congregational Survey 


Interpretation of Qualitative Data Expository Preaching 


Question 19 in Table one below narrates how the sermons impacted the respondent’s life. Thirty- 
two percent agree that the experience helped realign their focus on Christ’s church’s mission. 
Twenty-nine percent states that the sermons help clarify the discipleship goals. Sixteen percent 


felt the need to focus their attention on assisting people in following Christ’s teachings. Nine 





2. “George Barna,” https://www.barna.com/research/changing-state-of-the-church/. Accessed September 


12, 2020, https://www |.cbn.com/cbnnews/us/2020/february/barnas-state-of-the-church-2020-study-reveals-why- 
some-churchgoers-find-church-irrelevant. 
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percent of the respondents had a broader vision of Christ’s love for everyone. Three percent 
experienced a stir in their interest in discipleship. The individual stated that preaching broadens 


the scope of biblical understanding. 


Table 1. Response to Congregational Survey Questions 19 


Q 19 How has the experience of listening to the expository discipleship sermon delivery 
impacted your perspective of discipleship 








Valid Cumulative 
Frequency Percent Percent Percent 

Realign focus on Christ’s 

Valid Mission 10 32.5 334 35.7 
Clarity of cripture 9 29 32.1 67.9 
Focus > 16.1 17.9 85.7 
Love of God 3 | 10.7 96.4 
Obedience of teaching 1 Bp 3.6 100 
Total 28 90.3 100 

Missing System Ss) On] 

Total 31 100 





Source: Congregational Survey 


The percentage in Table 2 below explains Question 20, how the sermon series impacted 
the respondent’s understanding of discipleship? Nineteen percent of the participants stated that 
the sermons spark an interest in their communal interaction about discipleship. Three percent 
experienced a boldness to share faith with people. Twenty-nine percent replies that the sermons 


were always Christ-centered, authoritative delivery increase awareness that people need help to 
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receive salvation. Likewise, 38% say that expository preaching increased the opportunity to use 


the knowledge gained. 


Table 2. Responses to Congregational Survey Question 20 


Q 20. How has expository preaching impacted the understanding of discipleship? Explain. 
Valid Cumulative 








Frequency Percent __ Percent Percent 
Valid Spark interaction with people 6 19.4 21.4 21.4 
Boldness to share faith with 
people 1 2 3.6 nae 
Increased awareness 9 29 32.1 57.1 
Increase knowledge 12 38.7 42.9 100 
Total 28 90.3 100 
Missing System 3 Oe] 
Total 31 100 





Source: Congregational Survey 


Question 21 below inquiries about the congregation’s experience after hearing the 
sermon series. How would you use the occasion to teach others to follow Christ? Respondent 
answers pertain to leadership, such as leading a more meaningful prayer life. Some of the 
respondents said they would use the study’s experience to establish a men’s discipleship Bible 
study group. Others wanted to engage women’s discipleship prayer group. 

Some participants said they would use scriptures to teach small groups storytelling about 
Christ’s mission and ministry. Others believed they would use scriptures to build a relationship 
and encourage non-believers to follow Christ. Likewise, respondents who took part in the survey 
said they learned new skills such as patience, which is vital to the relational aspect of one’s 


spiritual life. Some of them said they would start a prayer ministry to pray for laborers to join the 


82 


harvest. Moreover, some of the congregation wants to engage in evangelism to win souls for 


kingdom building. 


Table 3. Responses to Congregational Survey Question 21 


QO 2 Use of Sermons Experience to Teach Others to Follow Christ 








Valid Cumulative 
Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
Valid Teach Others 9 29 32.1 32.1 
Engage Youth 2 6.5 ZA 39.3 
Build a Relationship to 
Encourage Non-Believers 4 12.9 14.3 53.6 
Follow Discipleship’s 
Principles 1 Jee. 3.6 57.1 
One on One Discipleship 7 22.6 poe 82.1 
Women’s Discipleship 2 6.5 71 89.3 
Men’s Discipleship 1 a2 3.6 92.9 
Invitation to Christ if 32 3.6 96.4 
Start A Prayer Ministry if 52 3.6 100 
Total 28 90.3 100 
Missing System 3 9:7 





Source: Congregational Survey 


Results Expository Preaching for Discipleship 


Pearson’s Correlation Coefficiency software was used to analyze and interpret the qualitative 
data for expository preaching. The test measures the relationship between two variables. The 
value, r = 1, indicates a strong positive correlation. The value r = -1 means a perfect negative 
correlation and is best used to analyze data in real-life situations. A Pearson Correlation value of 
(0 indicates no association between the two variables. A value greater than 0 shows a positive 


association. As one variable’s value increases, the other variable’s value would likewise 
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increase. A value of less than 0 indicates a negative association. When one variable increases, 


other variables’ values decrease. 


Table 4 below explains the correlation coefficient between the number of sermons 


preached and how the sermon delivery affected how discipleship is perceived 0.000, showing no 


association between both. The correlation coefficient between the No. of sermons attended. Do 


you believe that discipleship could occur 0.025? It shows a positive relationship between both? 


The correlation coefficient between the number of discipleship sermons attended and how the 


respondent uses the experience to teach others to follow Christ’s teachings is also 0.000. There is 


no association between them. 


Table 4. Results for Data Analysis 











Q19 Q20 Q21 
How has the Do you believe How would you use 
experience of that discipleship the experience to 
listening to could take place __ teach others to follow 
expository by listening to Christ 
preaching impacted expository 
your perception of preaching? 
discipleship? 
No. of the Pearson 000 025 000 
Discipleship Correlation 
Sermons 
attended 
P-value 1.000 .900 1.000 





Source: Congregational Survey 
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Expository Preaching with Inductive Bible Study 


The expository preaching with an inductive Bible study survey comprises seven 
questions completed anonymously. The first Bible study teaching began on July 10, 2019. The 
first Bible study’s theme is Christ’s mission for his church (see Appendix J). On July 17, 2019, 
the second Bible study was about making disciples Christ’s way (see Appendix K). The third 
Bible study was on July 24, 2019, which teaches about growing in the knowledge of Christ’s 
teachings (see Appendix L). 

The fourth Bible study is about advancing toward spiritual maturity (see Appendix M). 
The fifth Bible study educates the listener about discipleship challenges (Appendix N). The Bible 
study development survey has been completed. The survey gathers data on how expository 
preaching and inductive Bible study for discipleship could transform the congregants at the 
STCOG to help others make disciples. 

Question one below inquiries about the respondent’s confidence to share Christ’s 
teachings with another. The question’s result reveals that 37% of the participants are not 
confident to share Christ with others. Twenty-six percent rarely share Christ with another. 
Nineteen percent replies that they share Christ with others sometimes. Fifteen percent likely will 
not share their faith with another. Four percent shows signs of lack of confidence. Perhaps, this 
group might never share their faith with anyone. 

The lack of confidence reveals that there might be divergent interpretations of the process 
of discipleship within the group. The fact that the believer is Christ’s witness in the world, a lack 
of confidence could become a challenge for making disciples. Confidence boosts one’s faith to 


empowers another individual to obey Christ’s teachings to make disciples. 
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Do you find it makes you uncomfortable to share Christ with other 
people? 
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Figure 19. Inductive Bible Study Congregational Survey 


The question below asks whether inductive Bible study made the respondent more 
prepared to share Christ’s teachings with people in Figure 20 below. The question investigates 
the idea of the respondent’s faith. Forty-one percent of the respondents who participated in the 
surveys states expository preaching motivates them to grow spiritually. Twenty-two percent of 
the recipients reply that it is always exciting to share Christ with others. Nineteen percent said 
they are motivated sometimes. Eleven percent of the congregation did not believe expository 


preaching sparks any motivation. Seven percent answered, very often. 
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How Has Expository Preaching Made You More Prepared To Share The 
Gospel Of Christ With Others 
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Figure 20. Inductive Bible Study Congregational Survey 


Question three describes the respondent’s readiness to share Christ with others after 


listening to expository preaching. Fifty-two percent believe that expository preaching sparks a 


willingness to share Christ with others. Fifteen percent tied in three categories: Sometimes, very 


often, and rarely. Four percent of the congregation said they were not motivated 
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Do You Believe That Inductive Bible Made You More Prepared To 


Share The Teachings Of Christ With Others? 
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Figure 21. Inductive Bible Study Congregational Survey 


Question Four below investigates whether inductive Bible study played a role in the 
believer’s transformation. The results of this question reveal that 56% described inductive Bible 
study as a stimulant for more in-depth knowledge. This result could mean that the congregants 
are grasping the concept of the process of discipleship. 

Nineteen percent of the respondents stated that the inductive Bible study sparks a more 
in-depth knowledge of discipleship. Eleven percent indicated that they were rarely stimulated by 
it. Seven percent tied with their answers of always and never. In Romans 12:2, the biblical 
transformation begins with renewing the mind. The responses indicated a process of commitment 
experienced by the respondents. The result shows that STCOG moves toward a more profound 


knowledge of Christ’s teachings. 
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Would You Describe Inductive Bible Study As A Stimulant For More 
Indept Knowledge Of Sharing Your Faith With Others? 
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Figure 22. Bible Study Congregational Survey 


Question 5 below describes the scenario that motivates the congregation. What factor 
sparks a more profound knowledge of Christ’s teachings? Thirty-three percent of the congregants 
indicated that expository preaching with inductive bible study contributes to a more in-depth 
understanding of Christ’s teachings. Twenty-two percent of the respondents said it was an 
inductive Bible study that led to a more in-depth experience. Eighteen percent believed that 
expository preaching triggered motivation. 

Fourteen percent agreed on motivation to serve others that pique their interest the most. 
Eleven percent states that building discipleship relationships with others was the most motivating 
factor. A study of Question 5 and Question | in the graphs below revealed that teaching sparks a 
higher than 33% of the congregation for examining the correlation impact of inductive Bible 
study on the congregants. The congregants’ shared dedication at STCOG, coupled with the Holy 


Spirit’s work, could overcome any possible feelings of insecurity toward discipleship. 
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What Factor Sparks A More Profound Knowledge Of Christ's 
Teachings? 


11.1% 18.5% 





Figure 23. Inductive Bible Study Congregational Survey 


Q1 Do You Believe That Inductive Bible Made You More Prepared 
To Share The Teachings Of Christ With Others? 





Figure 24. Comparative Study (Source: Congregational Survey) 
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Interpretation of Qualitative Inductive Bible Study Data 


There are two open-ended diagnostic questions included in the Bible study survey. 
Question 6 of the survey, what do you think is the essential ingredient in stimulating hunger to 
make disciples? Question 7 is at the core of the research, which is the pastor’s approach to 
discipleship. The question asked the participants to describe the impact expository preaching 
with inductive Bible study played in their lives. According to their thinking and ability, the 27 
respondents answered these two questions—the SPSS correlation is used for analyzing the 
statistical data between the variables. 

Question 6 below shows the categorical responses in Table seven. What do you think is 
an essential ingredient in stimulating hunger to grow spiritually? Within these results, it is clear 
that sharing faith with others is the most significant response. Thirty-three percent are moving 
toward discipleship. The study proved that fourteen percent agreed that expository preaching 
stimulates hunger for growth. Four categories of the survey, building relationships, listening to 
others, studying scriptures, and loving others, all tied with eleven percent. Prayer, fasting, and 


discipline were at the lowest, with three percent 
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Table 5 Inductive Bible Study Question 28 


Q6 What do you think is an essential ingredient in stimulating growth spiritually? 








Valid Cumulative 
Frequency Percent Percent Percent 

Valid Sharing Faith with Others 9 33:3 335 Bere: 
Building Relationships 3 11.1 11.1 44.4 
Expository preaching 4 14.8 14.8 59.3 
Listening to others 3 11.1 11.1 70.4 
Studying scriptures 3 11.1 11.1 81.5 
Prayer and fasting 1 Sut Sd 85.2 
Loving others S) 11.1 11.1 96.3 
Discipline 1 3.7 Sef 100.0 
Total oe 100.0 100.0 





Source: Congregational Survey 


Table 6 reveals the responses to diagnostic question 7. How would you describe the 


impact of expository preaching with inductive Bible study in your lives? Thirty-three percent 


replied preaching and teaching. Fourteen percent agree that reading the Bible was more 


impactful. Eighteen percent opted for confidence in salvation. There are four categories: 


commitment, great benefits, learning about God, and compassion for others, tied at seven 


percent. Within these areas, there could be feelings of insecurity toward discipleship 


engagements. 


a2 


Table 6 Inductive Bible Study Question 29 


Q7. How Would You Describe the Impact of Expository Preaching with Inductive Bible Study in 
Your Life? 








Valid Cumulative 
Frequency Percent Percent Percent 
Valid 2 7.4 74 7.4 
Preaching and teaching 9 53535 B foe. 40.7 
Reading the Bible 4 14.8 14.8 55.6 
Confidence about salvation 5 18.5 18.5 74.1 
inspirational sermons 1 Bid Bi 77.8 
Christ love 2 7.4 74 85.2 
compassionate about others 2 74 74 92.6 
Commitment 1 Bid | 96.3 
great benefits of learning about God 1 aad ery 100.0 
Total ei | 100.0 100.0 





Source: Congregational Survey 


Results of Inductive Bible Survey 


The researcher developed and completed an inductive Bible study survey to learn how it 
could help others make disciples. Table one below reveals the mean and standard deviations of 
the first five survey questions, which fall in the quantitative categorical category. 

Question 1, do you find that it makes you feel uncomfortable sharing Christ with other 
people? This question has a mean of M = 3.78 with a standard deviation of SD = 1.20, showing 
that people rarely feel uncomfortable sharing Christ with other people. In other words, people 
feel comfortable sharing Christ with other people. Sharing Christ is a discipleship process of 
teaching another to follow Christ. It is the pastor’s approach to teach believers to follow Christ. 
Mark 8:34 narrates a central message to the message of Christ’s gospel on earth. The STCOG 


pastor’s role is to challenge the congregation to become disciples of Christ. 
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Question 2 of the survey: Do you believe that an inductive Bible study makes you more 
prepared to make disciples for Christ? The responses reveal a mean of M = 2.89 with the 
standard deviation of SD = 1.28. They show that some of the respondents always believe that 
inductive Bible study better prepares an individual to make disciples for Christ. 

Question 3 of the survey: How has the expository preaching made you more prepared to 
share Christ’s gospel with others? It has a mean of M = 2.78 with a standard deviation of SD = 
1.01, showing that on average, sometimes expository preaching made them more prepared to 
share the gospel of Christ with others. 

Question 4 of the survey, would you describe inductive Bible study as a stimulant for 
more in-depth knowledge of sharing your faith with others? This question reveals a mean of M = 
2.93 with the standard deviation of SD = 0.96. Therefore, on average, people believe that 
sometimes inductive Bible study could stimulate in-depth knowledge to make disciples. 

Question 5 of the survey, what factor sparks a more profound knowledge of Christ’s 
teachings, has a mean of M = 2.81 with a standard deviation of SD = 1.30. The mean reveals 
that, on average, people choose that expository preaching with inductive Bible study sparks a 
more profound knowledge of Christ’s teachings. Table 9 below explains the sample size of 27 
respondents. The majority of respondents, N = 9, 33.33% with a cumulative percentage of 
74.10%, reveal that expository preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship could spark 
transformation in the congregants STCOG help others grow in the teachings of Christ. 

The survey’s hypothesis is to determine how expository preaching with inductive Bible 
study for discipleship could spark congregants’ transformation to help others grow in Christ’s 
teachings. Question 5 of the survey asks what factor sparks a more profound knowledge of 


discipleship. This question measures expository preaching with inductive Bible study as a factor 
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that sparks congregants’ transformation to help others grow in Christ’s teachings. The test 


concludes that expository preaching with inductive Bible study for discipleship could ignite 


change in the congregants to help others grow in Christ’s teachings. Hypotheses H1 accepted by 


the researcher. 


Table 7. Inductive Bible Study Survey Questions 1—5 


Results of Inductive Bible Study Survey 











Ql Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 
Do you Do you How has Would you What factor 
find that it believe that thesermon describe sparks a 
makes you Inductive series made inductive Bible more 
feel Bible study = you more study as a profound 
uncomforta makes you prepared to stimulant for knowledge 
ble to share more share the more in-depth —_ of Christ’s 
Christ with prepared to gospel of knowledge of _ teachings? 
other make Christ with Christ’s 
people? disciples for others? teachings? 
Christ? 
N Valid 27 27 a 2d 27 
Missing 0 0 0 0 
Mean 3.78 2.89 2.78 2.93 2.81 
Std. 
Deviation 1.219 1.281 1.013 0.958 1.302 





Source: Congregational Survey 


The pastor’s approach to discipleship is essential for the discipling process. The 


challenges that exist within the church call for implementing a feasible approach to discipleship. 
Therefore, the pastor implements and analyzed two discipling instruments: expository preaching 
in the fall of 2018 and an inductive Bible study in the spring of 2019. The surveyed instruments 
analyzed in this section clarifies the challenges. The Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient test 
revealed a positive correlation between the number of sermons attended and the participant’s 


belief that discipleship could impact the respondent’s participation in the Great Commission. 
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Many of the questions offered for inductive Bible study revealed a high level of 
enthusiasm among the congregants to mobilize discipleship. This enthusiasm is implicit in the 
analysis provided for the qualitative questions. The data gathered for the inductive Bible study 
survey establishes a positive, measurable response to discipleship transformation in the STCOG. 

Throughout this chapter, the respondents’ discipleship responses have been observed, and 
the findings clarified. This chapter is the climax of the pastor’s approach to discipleship. The 
next chapter summarizes the Doctor of Ministry’s Thesis Project’s findings and conclusions. A 


summary of the pastor’s approach to discipleship will be clarified 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


OUTCOMES AND CONCLUSION 


The approach to this study is experimental for the STCOG. In the New Testament, Christ 
teaches his disciples how to engage the Great Commission and describes its importance to 
discipleship participation. Likewise, in the modern context, the pastor plays an integral role in 
the local church’s discipleship process. Mullins argues that the pastor’s role is to communicate 
the biblical message of Christ to the listeners, to enable them to take the gospel to the nations.! 

For example, in the New Testament, Paul admonishes Timothy to pay keen attention to 
his ministry role. When things seem complicated, and success seems far-reaching, Paul charges 
Timothy to persevere (1 Tim 4:16). Paul outlines the criteria for leading God’s mission. He 
exhorts Timothy to entrust the gospel’s truth to others who would pass it along to another (1Tim 
2:2). Paul’s directives to Timothy imply that he would interact with different cultures, ethnicities, 
and social classes. 

The researcher draws from a robust body of literature coordinated by practitioners who 
present discipleship in the modern era. The biblical and theological meaning of discipleship is 
evident in the work of the authors reviewed. The responses stress the importance of discipleship 
as a biblical command that propagates the philosophical idea that upholds the biblical teachings 
of Jesus Christ. Expository preaching with inductive Bible study could help contemporary 
Christians focus on making disciples who will replicate the process. The study aims to develop 
an awareness for discipleship transformation. The hypothesis tested how expository preaching 


with inductive Bible study aid discipleship to help others follow Christ. Two experimental 





1. J. Todd Mullins, Online Church: A Biblical Community, 152. 
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surveys evaluated (1) expository preaching and (2) inductive Bible study. The participants met 


for two five-week sessions in 2018 and 2019. 


Expository Preaching Data 


The first part of the study is expository preaching at the STCOG. The survey design is to 
help the congregants move toward discipleship transformation to follow Christ’s teachings. The 
data revealed that 21 participants agreed that the sermon application helped them to move toward 
spiritual development. The participants appear to grasp the concept of the discipleship process. 

Each sermon delivery intends to help the listener determine the application of the texts 
for themselves. For example, the expository sermon about following Christ’s commitment 
demands a changed attitude to grasp a more profound knowledge of the teachings of Christ. The 
pastor’s sermon application encourages the listeners to consider their responses to discipleship. 
The participants rated the impact of the sermon delivery in the model. Twenty-one participants 
agree that the experience helped realign one’s focus on discipleship. Some of the participants 
noted that expository preaching is necessary to call believers to action. Another respondent stated 


that Christ-centered preaching in the congregation is the antidote for change. 


Inductive Bible Study Data 


The second part of this study is an inductive Bible study. The Inductive Bible Study data 
revealed a high level of enthusiasm among the congregants to mobilize discipleship. This 
enthusiasm is implicit in the analysis provided for the qualitative questions. The data gathered 
for the inductive Bible study survey establishes a positive, measurable response to discipleship 


transformation in the STCOG. 
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For this thesis project, the researcher identified two ways to add to the current 
philosophical thinking toward preaching and teaching discipleship in contemporary society. The 
data was collected to establish whether expository preaching with inductive Bible study impacted 
a change to make disciples in the local church. The Bible is the core of the church’s theological 
expectations and essential references to discipleship. The responses to the inductive Bible study 
questions impact a more profound knowledge of Christ’s teachings. 

Most significantly, the inductive Bible study questionnaire data confirm a positive 
hypothesis that impacted discipleship participation in the congregation. A positive correlation 
between the number of sermons attended and the impact on discipleship participation. The 
expository preaching with inductive Bible study evidenced discipleship growth in the STCOG. 

The congregants are experiencing and sharing Christ with others. For example, many 
people are now coming to Christ to receive salvation. Most of the respondents confirmed that the 
sermons were impactful for discipleship participation. Indeed, this thought supports the pastor’s 
idea of discipleship transformation. In Romans 12:2, the Apostle Paul argues that transformation 


is a renewed mind. He describes the nature of transformation as a total commitment to God.” 


Interpreting Expository Preaching with Inductive Bible 


There is a greater level of spiritual awareness in the congregation to spread the gospel of 
Christ. The questionnaire data reveals that some study participants understand that essential 
social skills include sharing scriptures in their relationships. Another participant explained that 
listening to the inductive Bible study sermon series boosts the confidence to use scriptures to 


invite others to Christ is evident. 





2. The Holy Bible, New International Version Romans 12:1—2 (NIV). 
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Many of the questions offered for inductive Bible study revealed a high level of 
enthusiasm among the congregants to mobilize discipleship. This enthusiasm is implicit in the 
analysis provided for the qualitative questions. Most of the respondents argued that there is a 
more compelling confidence level to encourage others to follow Christ. The congregants’ general 
response explains that the inductive Bible study helped them become more convinced to follow 
the teachings of Christ. 

Likewise, in the inductive Bible study, some respondents stated that, on average, 
preaching with inductive Bible study made them more prepared to share the gospel of Christ 
with others. Equally, the respondents describe expository preaching as a stimulant for more in- 
depth knowledge of sharing faith with others. As described above, participant’s responses to the 
survey questionnaire questions reflected that there was an indication that their confidence to use 
scriptures to invite others to Christ is evident. There is high enthusiasm among the congregants 


to mobilize discipleship in the congregation. 


Observations 


The qualitative data collected from the expository preaching with inductive Bible study 
survey features, some relevant points worthy of note. First, it was noticeable that some of the 
participants understood that reading scriptures and praying build a spiritual foundation for 
disciple-making. In contrast, the study revealed that many of the respondents experienced a more 
profound knowledge of Christ and moved toward discipleship transformation. 

In comparison, there is a positive association between expository preaching and inductive 
Bible study. The sermon series data’s most profound feature revealed that the respondents 
understood discipleship’s responsibility to serve others. Another noteworthy observation is that 


two participants noted that expository preaching with inductive Bible study made them attentive 
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to helping others grow in Christ’s grace. 

Several other respondents verified that they acquire some needed social skills to 
participate in the discipleship process after listening to inductive Bible study. Two-thirds of the 
respondents who participated in the Bible study survey indicated that they were committed to 
helping others build the discipleship community. Such a resolve signifies that the STCOG is 
making strides in the right direction toward discipleship. Another point worthy of note is the 
pastor preparing the sermon. Inductive Bible study should spend time in the planning process. 
Haddon Robinson describes the process as reading and understands and experiences the 
scriptures read.? 

In the contemporary context, the modern worldview seems to overshadow the 
discipleship process. In this regard, Christians should understand the degree to which these affect 
leadership’s potential. Such methods are notable and diverse. However, in the proposed model, 
the emphasis is placed on the believer’s commitment toward discipleship. The data gathered 
from the inductive Bible study survey played a significant role in the move toward discipleship. 

The evaluation regarding observances in discipleship transformation in STCOG could 
speak to current and past issues and speculate on its treatment of the experimental model in 
contemporary society. Pastors should focus on the modern context and develop the needed skills 


for discipleship transformation in their congregation. 


Additional Findings 


In society today, the church is experiencing challenges of an unprecedented nature—the 





3. Haddon, Robinson, Haddon. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository 
Messages. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Publishing Group, 2014. 4. 
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coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. The STCOG is now meeting on Zoom in a virtual 
space online. A vast body of research about leadership helps guide the virtual space’s 
discipleship process. The church meets on Thursday nights for Bible Study, Tuesday nights for 
Discipleship Training hour, Friday evening Family Training hour, with daily mid-day prayer. A 
spiritual formation group meets at midnight to pray and read scriptures. Even though there are no 
significant resources available to the church operating from an online space, the church is 


experiencing significant growth. 


Practical Application 


As societal realities continue to change the modern worldview, these approaches become 
increasingly critical. Preachers must come alongside modern worldviews and grasp the 
knowledge needed to impact the church in a changing context. 

After explaining the biblical understanding of why we should commit to Christ’s 
teachings, I reassured the participants to follow Christ’s teachings about making disciples. 
Following Christ’s commitment demands a changed attitude to grasp a more profound 
knowledge of Christ. Each sermon preached intending to bridge the gap by teaching others to do 
the same. Each sermon is closed to apply the sermon’s message, giving examples and 
suggestions to encourage them to consider their discipleship responses. The congregants at the 
STCOG indicated that they strongly agreed that they could apply the message of Christ to their 
lives, shows improvement in their understanding of discipleship. 

The sermons demonstrated and explained the essential features of scripture. By giving 
immense attention to the scripture, the sermons explained the importance of discipleship in 
Christianity, transforming into a disciple capable of transforming others into disciples for Christ. 


As such, the sermons have helped me personalize the discipleship process. I related to most of 
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the concepts taught in the sermons and the examples used. I, therefore, strive to relate to the life 
and teachings of Jesus Christ. The sermons have also helped me hone some essential social 
skills. I have become increasingly attentive and capable of deciphering the messages in most of 
my interactions, especially in religious settings. 

Preaching provides an opportunity for a pastor’s people conform to the counsel of God. 
Paul’s commands in Acts 20:27 offer the starting point for discipleship. Discipleship today calls 
for practical knowledge of the contemporary church’s critical issues. Mark 1:14 explains Christ’s 
model of preaching as practical discipleship.* Therefore, the preacher must understand the 
scriptures and explain them to inspire the listeners. Hadden Robinson writes God speaks through 
the Bible. It is the primary tool of communication by which he addressed individuals today. 
Through the scriptures’ preaching, God-encounters men and women to bring them to salvation (2 


Tim 3:15).> 
Recommendations for Further Research 


A future consideration would be to test the model developed in this research in two 
congregations. The first would be in a larger congregation of a hundred or more congregants. 
The second would be to measure another church’s long-term impact on discipleship 
transformation. Why? In this study, I examined the short-term impact on discipleship 
transformation in a small group congregation. However, I learned that it would be more 


impactful if there were tools to measure long-term changes in the congregation over time. What 


4. Terry Stephens, “Expository Preaching and Relational Disciple Making,” Preaching, November 05, 
2014. Accessed August 14, 2017, https://www.preaching.com 


5. Haddon, Robinson, Haddon. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository 
Messages. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Publishing Group, 2014. 4. 


103 


would be impactful for STCOG to considers such a study? The STCOG could benefit from 
cultural awareness about discipleship transformation in the congregation. Binns argues that 
understanding discipleship’s cultural framework is essential to the local church’s success in the 
modern era.° One can conclude that culture’s importance regarding discipleship approaches and 
potential success is a crucial issue identified across various texts. 

Fischer and Jarrell stressed that discipleship is not merely about strategies. It must be 
about the cultural features of the local church. The issues of culture represent a unifying theme 
among many of the texts reviewed. Therefore, the approach should be a clear theological plan 
that clarifies the local church’s discipleship process.’ In this sense, Breen and Cockram’s 
assessment emphasizes the importance of discipleship transformation that changes the local 
church’s culture that speaks to past and present issues.® This experiment is also essential for the 


transformation because it influences the local church congregants’ cultural changes. 


Conclusion 


Some of the challenges encountered in this thesis project encapsulate vital issues from the 
study. One such challenge within the STCOG theological framework rests on the concept of 
discipleship transformation. This concept places importance on the way the STCOG perceived 
discipleship. The discipleship practices described in the study could become a valuable tool for 
small church groups like the STCOG. The findings are comparable with the scriptures that the 


STCOG surpasses the elementary teachings about Christ and moves towards spiritual maturity 





6. Binns, An Introduction to the Christian Orthodox Churches, 42. 
7. Fischer & Jarrell, 18. 


8. Breen and Cockram, 22. 


104 


(Heb 6:1). This experimental form of discipleship underpins preaching and teaching in the 
STCOG. The pastor’s discipleship approach helps the congregants develop an attitude for 
participation in the Great Commission and motivate others to become participants of Christ’s 


teachings. 
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APPENDIX A: THESIS-PROJECT CHECKLIST 
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APPENDIX B: EXPOSITORY PREACHING CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY 


Consent to Participate in Research 


The survey is a part of the research required for Winsome Ionie Kelly’s Doctor of 
Ministry Thesis Project. The study aims to determine ways to influence Discipleship in the local 
congregation through expository preaching with inductive Bible study for Discipleship. Please 
answer the following questions to the best of your ability. There are no incorrect answers to this 
evaluation. The information provided will be in summary form only and will be evaluated 
collectively with responses from other participants. 


Participation in this research study is voluntary; you may opt-out at any time. By 
completing the survey instrument, you are consenting that we may use your responses in this 
thesis project. This research study in which you are participating is an anonymous survey and 
does not require identification. The instrument is designed to assist the respondent in thinking 
about Discipleship in the local church. 


Questions About You 
Check one answer to each question below: 
1. Gender 


Ol Male 
Ol Female 


2. What is your age? 


MO 18-35 
DO 36-45 
1 46-55 
1 56-65 
LC] 66 and older 


3. How long ago did you receive Christ as Savior? 
C1 Less than one year 
LC) 1-3 years 
LC] 4~7 years 
CL) More than 7 years 


1 Ihave not received Christ as Savior 


4, What is the highest level of educational training you have completed? 
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Less than high school 
High school 
Associates degree 
Undergraduate degree 
Graduate degree 
Doctoral Degree 


RB es (fy 


5. Are you in a leadership role at STCOG? 


LO Yes 
C1 No 
If yes, what is your role? 


Discipleship Questions 
6. I share the gospel of Christ with others in my community 


LO) Always 
C1 Very often 
L] Sometimes 
CL] Rare 

CL] Never 


7. I believe that the God of the Bible is the one true God and creator of the universe 


LO) Strongly agree 
O Agree 

O Neutral 

LO) Disagree 

LO) Strongly disagree 


8. My prayer focus to discovering perfect will for my life 


LO) Strongly agree 
O1 Agree 

O Neutral 

LX) Disagree 

LO) Strongly disagree 


9. Do Christ Exemplifying love stimulates your desire to make disciples 


O 


Always 
Very often 
Sometimes 
Rarely 


O 
O 
O 
CL] Never 
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10. 


iy 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. How are you helping others to grow in their walk with Christ? 


I use my spiritual gifts to serve others 


O) Always 
C1 Very often 
LC) Sometimes 
1 Rarely 
LO) Never 


How do you attend group activities monthly? 


Always 
Very often 
Sometimes 
Rarely 
Never 


OOOOO 


How often do you study the Bible? 


CL] Never 

CL] Once or twice a month 
CL] 3-10 times a month 

C1 Every day 


How often do you spend time praying? 


CL] Never 

CL] Once or twice a month 
CL] 3-10 times a month 

O Every day 


Check one or more of your ministry involvement 
Praise and worship 
Music 

Stewardship 
Ministerial 

Pastoral support 
Nursery 

Usher 

Prayer 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Hospitality 

None 

Other 


OOOOOOOO0OO0000 
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C1 Actively participate in Discipleship 
CL] Some growth 
C1 Significant growth 
CL] Unsure 
16.Do you believe that STCOG provides adequate training opportunities for Discipleship? 


Ol Yes 
Ol No 


17. What opportunities are available for you at STCOG to grow in Christ? 
18. How many Discipleship Sermons series did you attend? 

LC) Fewer than 2 

CO) 2-3 

Oh 4-5 


Qualitative Congregational Questions 


19.How has the experience of listening to the expository preaching delivery impacted your 
perspective of Discipleship? 


20. How has expository preaching impacted the understanding of Discipleship? Explain 


21. How has expository preaching made you more prepared to share the gospel of Christ with 
others? 
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APPENDIX C: INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY SURVEY 


This research study is an anonymous survey and does not require identification. It is 
designed to investigate whether expository discipleship preaching with inductive Bible study 
played a role in your development to pursue Christ-centered Bible study in the congregation. The 
investigator of this study is Winsome Ionie Kelly, a doctoral student at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. This project is part of her doctoral thesis project. There are no incorrect 
answers to this survey. 


The instrument is intended to see where you are in your spiritual development and your 
level of commitment to discipleship. The study teaches how you are progressing in faith through 
the Holy Spirit’s work in your lives. The information provided will be evaluated collectively 
with responses from other participants. Please understand that participation in this research study 
is voluntary; you may opt out at any time. By completing this survey instrument, you are 
consenting that we may use your responses in this thesis project. 


Questions About Your Faith 


Check one answer to each question below: A 


22. Do you find that it makes you feel uncomfortable to share Christ with other people? 


LO) Always 

C1 Very Often 
LCL) Sometimes 
Rarely 

CO) Never 


23. Do you believe that Inductive Bible Study made you more prepared to share the teachings of 
Christ with others? 


Strongly Agree 

Somewhat Agree 

Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Somewhat Disagree 
Strongly Disagree 


EO 


24. How has expository preaching made you more prepared to share the gospel of Christ with 
others? 


More confident to share the gospel of Christ with others 
Eagerness to pursue the vision of Christ to love others 
More open to building relationships with others 
Motivated to serve others even when I find resistance 
Boldness to witness to a stranger 


Pe 
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25. Would you describe inductive Bible study as a stimulant for more in-depth knowledge of 
sharing faith with others? Explain. 
C1 Discipleship Bible Study 
C1 Practicing Christ Love with Others 
C1 Building a relationship with other Christians 
L1 Applying God’s Word to my life 


26. What factor sparks a more profound knowledge of Christ’s teachings? 
CL) Expository preaching 
L) Inductive Bible study 
CL) Expository preaching with inductive Bible study 
CL] Motivated to serve others 
CL) Building Discipleship Relationship with others 


Diagnostic questions 


27. What do you think is an essential ingredient in stimulating growth spiritually? 


28. What is stimulating hunger for more spiritual knowledge and study? Is it a sermon or an 
internal need? 


29. How would you describe the impact of expository preaching with inductive bible study in 
your life? 
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APPENDIX D: THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE DISCIPLES CHRIST WAY 


Text: Matt 28:16—20 


SUMMARY 


The experience of Jesus’s arrest and subsequent crucifixion was an ordeal for his 
followers. In Matt 28:16-20, the risen Christ summons his disciples to a Galilee mountaintop for 
one of their final interactions. Jesus affirms his position in the Holy Trinity. He explains that God 
gave him all authority both in heaven and earth. In the meeting, Christ reveals his desire and 
command for his disciples to continue his mission in the world. The brief explanation typifies 
essential elements that prepared the disciples to face the world’s challenges. 


INTRODUCTION 


The religious outlook of Jesus’ explanation of the need to make disciples of all nations 
and to baptize them and teach them the scriptures provides a proactive approach to the church’s 
mission in proclaiming the word of Christ. This approach bears relevance to the process of 
maturity of an individual who becomes a disciple. Ultimately, the Discipleship process’s mature 
stage is to bring Christ-like disciples. They are obedient to both Christ’s commands. The 
obligation of duty is critical since it defines the faith parameters. The church’s mission is to 
make Christ-like disciples who make Christ-like disciples. The scriptures establish the role of 
Christian and border on the good news of the Gospel of Christ. 


CHRIST DECLARES HIS AUTHORITY (MATT 28:16—20) 


The call to Discipleship in Matthew 28:16-20 is, therefore, an important message that 
offers a foundation for Christianity. In the interaction with his eleven disciples in Galilee’s 
unnamed mountain, Christ instructed the eleven disciples to take the gospel to the world and 
make disciples. In doing so, the risen Christ provides the framework for their protection in the 
form of the Holy Spirit. In his message to his disciples, Jesus provides a practical point of 
reference for how modern-day disciples should live holy lives that glorify him. 


Christ Commission the Disciples (v 16—18) 
After Jesus spoke, he declared to his disciples that he receives all authority in heaven and 
on earth from his father in heaven. There is no higher mandate, no greater power in heaven or 


earth than that of Jesus Christ. He then bestowed upon them the commission to make other 
disciples of all nations and teach them to conform to Christ’s commands. Even though some of 
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the disciples doubted that he was Christ, the others began to glorify him as they proclaim the 
gospel, which is the good news to the lost. In obedience, the disciples took it upon themselves to 
spread the gospel by preaching the new doctrine to different peoples and cultures before 
baptizing them in an act that demonstrates their conversion to Christianity. The chain further 
continues with the new disciples, spreading the good to make another disciple. The cycle keeps 
replicating itself. The new disciples have the authority to uphold the mandate by spreading the 
gospel to make other disciples. 


Christ Promise Protection By The Holy Spirit (Matt 28:20) 


The excerpt’s final verse promises Christ to his disciples. Indeed Christ promises to be 
with His people always, even to the very end of the age (Matt 28:20). Such is a solemn promise 
of Christ to his disciples. As Christ asked of him and promised he would send an advocate, the 
Holy Spirit. John. 14:16). Christ declares those who believe shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon them. Then that individual shall be a witness to Christ in Judah, in Jerusalem 
in Samaria, and to the earth’s end (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit empowers the preacher to teach 
and preach the gospel. Peter’s obedience in spreading the good news of the gospel gave birth to 
the Pentecostal church. Jesus empowers his disciples to make disciples under the Holy Spirit’s 
unction. Today, the Holy Spirit empowers us with the power to help mature others in his word. 


THE WORKINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (JOHN 16:7-11) 


The Holy Spirit convicts the world of its guilt. God’s supernatural work is required to 
understand and receive the gospel. Christ no one can come to Christ unless the father who sent 
men draws him (John 6:44). On the other hand, no one receives salvation, contrary to their own 
will. God enables people to exercise faith in Him (John 6:37, 44-45, 65; Rom. 8:5-9; Phil. 1:29; 2 
Pet. 1:1). Ephesians 2:8-9 reads, For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. The Greek word that 
renders faith describes a person saved by grace by exercising faith, the work of salvation, and 
God’s gift.' 


The Holy Spirit Empowers the Believer (Acts 1:8) 


The author of Acts writes, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you. You shall be a witness for Christ both in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth. Scripture teaches that through the Holy Spirit’s power, the individual 
gets to know Christ’s power of his resurrection (Acts 1:8). The natural man cannot see the things 
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of God. Neither can he understand them. The things of God must be made known by the working 
of the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth. 


The Holy Spirit Guides to All Truth (Luke 9:1-3) 


The Holy Spirit empowers believers to make disciples by replicating the things Jesus had 
done. He preached the gospel message to those who identify with the gospel’s truth and accept 
Christ. By the word of Christ, the lame leap with joy; the mute sing praise unto the highest God, 
and the blind see his glory. Similarly, Christ expects disciples to take the gospel to communities 
and towns. Take the gospel to friends and neighbors. A disciple’s role is to take the gospel to the 
jailhouse and crack house. Take the gospel to the marginalized and the affluent. 


Take the gospel with the intensity of Christ’s command to those who will receive it. 
Numerous people have taken the gospel to the nations and make disciples for Christ—it is our 
turn to act. 


THE BELIEVER’S AUTHORITY TO MAKE DISCIPLES (V 19) 


The Great Commission is the disciples’ authority that impacts the message that impacts 
the listeners’ lives. The individual listening to the message could embrace the teachings of Christ 
and claim ownership in spreading the gospel to other peoples of the world. The categorical 
instruction appeals to the disciples of Christ to be persuasive and passionate about making 
disciples. After listening to the gospel message. The hope is that the message will empower the 
listener to engage the mandate and help others know Christ. Submission to Christ is critical to 
the success of the discipleship. A disciple should uphold Christ’s teachings of making other 
Christ-like disciples. Every new disciple must bring new disciples who would do the same. Duty 
to Christ reflects the covenant to God and the Holy Spirit, which is a core virtue that Christ 
outlines in the Trinity. Submission to the teachings of Christ is to keep His commandments (John 
14:15). 


Making Disciples Who Make disciples 


The meeting in Galilee further explains the process of making a disciple. Jesus describes 
the transformation that characterizes the creation of a disciple. A disciple must first teach an 
individual to initiate a personal change within the individual. Philip’s account of his trip from 
Jerusalem to Gaza in Acts 8:27 demonstrates the process of making a disciple. The Ethiopian 
Eunuch read the Bible but could not understand. He meets Philip, who explains the verse to him. 
The Eunuch then comprehends the scripture and makes a personal decision to convert to 
Christianity. Philip upholds the teachings of Christ as he looks for a pool of water and baptizes 
the politician. Therefore, one cannot become a disciple until a message initiates a complete heart 
change. For the grace of God brings salvation to all men (Titus 2:11—14). 
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Following Christ’s Commandments 


Disciples are followers of Christ’s commandments. As a follower, one must be tolerant of 
those who do not understand the importance of the teachings of Christ.? When one lacks 
tolerance for people who do not project a specific mindset, it shows weakness as a disciple of 
Jesus. The whole human race has the freedom to decide whether one wants to follow Christ or 
not, and no individual should look down on any who chooses not to. 


Replicating Christ’s Teachings 


Jesus teaches that one should uphold the commandment to teach the word to others. The 
gospel’s survival relied on the founding fathers’ ability to teach other society members. Jesus 
himself was a great teacher that took his time to explain critical values to his audiences at every 
time. He selected the random elven individuals and transformed them into faithful disciples 
because of his practical teaching skills. He thus challenges the elven to spread the gospel by 
teaching others. The disciples would later make it a personal responsibility to teach others and 
spread the gospel. For example, Paul always reminds Timothy about the Great Commission of 
Christ and his primary commitment to the church and encouraged him to be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 2:1-4). 


Christ Knew His Destiny 


Many individuals might ask, why did Jesus decide to go to Jerusalem, although he knew 
what would happen to him? When one reads the gospel, it is clear that this trip was intentional. 
He was aware that the loss would outweigh his successes. However, he knew his destiny. Earlier, 
our Saviour tells his disciples that the Son of Man would be rejected, suffer, and died to raise on 
the third day (Luke9:22). Accepting to follow the Lord’s plan is the starting point for anyone 
who wants to live a life of faith. Jesus teaches his disciple to seek God first, them, and everything 
else will be given to them (Mathew 6:33). The individual who will make disciples must trust 
that God has a purpose for them. It is a perfect plan in every way, even if things do not turn out 
as we expected.* 


APPLICATION 
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Jesus tells his disciples to teach their audiences to adopt his teachings. Conforming to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ is essential to Discipleship’s success. The task of spreading the gospel 
takes disciples to a different setting and presents significant risks. For example, the eleven 
disciples worked in conservative societies where they faced intense persecution for their faith. 
However, they remained obedient to Christ and upheld his teachings with most dying martyrs. 


CONCLUSION 


The Great Commission remains a significant development in the Christians’ Authority to 
make disciples. Christ’s teachings build the Christian faith as the basis to spread the gospel to the 
world. 
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APPENDIX E: THE COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW CHRIST WITH THE CROSS 


Text: Mark 8:34—-38 


34 Jesus called the crowd and his disciples to him and said: Anyone who wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up the cross and follow me. 35 Whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me, and the gospel will save it. 36 It is not 
profitable to gain the world’s wealth and lose one’s soul. 37 Alternatively, what can anyone give 
in exchange for their souls? 38 Anyone ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, Christ will be ashamed of them when he returns with his angels in his father’s glory. 


Summary 


Following Christ is an invitation. He extends the invitation to those who desire to take up 
the cross and follow him. The cross may be fear, or guilt, brokenness, or rejection. Giving him a 
priority in our lives is a responsibility. One ought to partner with Christ to proclaim the gospel 
message of salvation to contemporary society. Every person called by Christ has the responsibility 
to apply scriptures to their lives and disciple others. Paul admonishes, Be an example of me, as I 
am of Christ (1 Cor 11:1). Mark admonishes the follower of Christ to put Him first in their lives 
and obey his teachings to spread the gospel message. 


INTRODUCTION 


The invitation to carry the cross appears in all three Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. This invitation is for everyone. Anyone that comes after Christ must deny oneself, 
take up his cross, and follow Christ (Matt 16:24). Denying self is a commitment framed out of a 
personal decision (Mark 8:38). It is a qualifier for commitment for anyone willing to become a 
disciple of Christ. The invitation of Jesus to the crowd to follow him was a clarion call. Christ is 
calling people to come with their brokenness and sorrows and cares. Peter writes, cast your cares 
upon him because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). Christ is calling people to commit themselves to 
follow him. Follow Christ with a heart of repentance and trust him to fulfill his promises. The 
call to carry the cross is a lifelong commitment. (Luke 9:23). 


THE BELIEVER’S COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW CHRIST (MARK 8:34) 


The cross of Christ is the reason for salvation. It was at the cross Christ declares the lost 
condition of humankind. There on the cross, he proclaimed his love most dramatically for his 
people. God loves his people so much that he gave his one son who believes in him should have 
everlasting life (John. 3:16). Therefore, our calling to follow Christ should be intentional about 
leading others to Christ through the teachings and work of the Holy Spirit. The whole building 
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fitted together in Christ is growing into a holy sanctuary in the Lord for God’s dwelling in the 
Spirit. The scripture promises the followers of Christ eternal rest. The shared objectives to carry 
the cross comes through self-denial and identification with Christ. 


The Believer’s Commitment To Carry The Cross 


Commitment to follow Christ is a challenge for many people in our communities to 
present Christ to others so they too can conform to his teachings. Commitment is a task for some 
people to deny themselves the world’s opportunities and focus on Christ’s commandments. In 
(John. 14:15), he taught the nations to keep their commandments. To keep Christ’s 
commandments requires self-denial for anyone willing to take up his cross and follow Christ. 


The Cross Is the Commonplace for All People 


The cross is the common ground of redemption and is commonplace for people of all 
kindred nations and tongues to meet Christ. According to the richness of grace, humankind has 
redemption through Christ’s blood and forgiveness of sins. Christ suffering is an example for all 
to follow and disciple others (1 Pet 2:21). Therefore, as Christ’s ambassadors, one should 
restrain from selfishness or empty conceit. Regard, not selfish interest. Care for the sufferings of 
others. Let one’s position be the attitude of Christ Jesus. As an ardent believer in scriptures, one 
should have this attitude in Christ Jesus (Phil 2:3-8). Christ went to the cross of Calvary, bearing 
the bowels of compassion for lost souls. He broke every racial and cultural barrier through his 
shed blood and opened a new way on the cross. There are no limitations or recordings to 
categorize which people would become followers and which were not. 


The Cross Communicates Christ To the World (Mark 8:35) 


Jesus simplifies the word in the Scriptures. Whoever wants to save their life will lose it. 
Moreover, whoever loses their life for me, and the gospel will save it. Similarly, Jesus’s mention 
of Discipleship in Luke 14:33 states, Likewise, anyone who does not give up everything cannot 
be my disciples.° Jesus’ approach to the gospel of Luke points to the fact that a faithful follower 
must be prepared to set aside personal differences and accept the challenges to follow Him. 
Individuals who are contemplating discipleship ministry must understand the message of Jesus 
Christ to be an active follower of Him. By so doing, the gospel’s centrality will communicate 
Christ in the contemporary world. Timothy Keller writes, the gospel creates community because 
it points humankind to the one who died for the world’s sins. The gospel message establishes a 
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relationship of service rather than selfishness by removing both fear and pride from our lives and 
calls his people to live holy. ° 


THE COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW CHRIST IS COSTLY (Mark 8:36—37) 


The exchange for one’s soul poses a challenge for many (V. 36). Anyone who comes to 
Christ and does not hate father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, and even his own life, 
cannot be Christ’s disciple. Jesus declares that every disciple who wants to follow him must bear 
his cross as a disciple. The scriptures teach that carrying the cross is costly (Lk 14:27). 


The Price For Disobedience (2 Tim 12). 


Paul instructs Timothy to take pride in his testimony of Christ. As an active participant in 
his sufferings, preach the gospel with the power of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim1:8). Do not deny 
Christ (2 Tim 12). The price of disobedience has a severe consequence. Accolades and the status 
quo cannot spare humankind from the wrath of God. Endurance is the key to reign with Christ. 
The rich man’s destiny was disturbing. He stored up treasures on earth and lost his one soul 
(Luke.16:14). Like the rich man, all must face the consequences to deny Christ. The scripture 
explains the importance of serving Jesus and describes the obstacles. Some of the challenges 
experienced include: giving up control, accepting, rejecting, and being ready to pay the cost of 
discipleship. Understanding all these helps us to determine whether we are willing to become 
disciples or not. 


The Penalty for Denial (Mark 8:38) 


There is a penalty for acting shamefully to Christ’s words in this sinful generation. Jesus 
will be ashamed of that individual in glory. Here Paul tells the truth of the gospel to his listeners. 
All of humankind will not experience death before the kingdom of God comes with power 
(Phil3:7-10). Moreover, Timothy admonishes that he should not be ashamed of his testimony nor 
of Christ (2 Tim 1:8). The scripture teaches that whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. Jesus defines the eligibility of becoming a 
disciple. He states that anyone could become his disciple, but whoever wants must desire or want 
to do so. The desire or want in other versions of the become relates to a personal choice. Despite 
being eligible, one must analyze their interests and make a conscious personal choice to follow 
Jesus. The desire demonstrates a willingness to commit to the course by changing their ways. 
Making a personal commitment is essential in discipleship since the process requires significant 
sacrifices, denying themselves, as Jesus states in the sermon. 
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CHRIST COMMITMENT TO HIS FATHER (Mark 8:34) 


The question to ask oneself is, what did Jesus do. He went to the cross to liberate 
humankind from sin. The cross of Christ is the reason for salvation. It was at the cross Christ 
declares the lost condition of humanity. There on the cross, he proclaimed his love most 
dramatically for his people. God loves the people of the world so much that he gave His one son 
that whosoever believes in him should have everlasting life (John. 3:16). Therefore, our calling 
to follow Christ should be intentional about leading others to Christ through the teachings and 
work of the Holy Spirit. The whole building fitted together in Christ and grew into a holy 
sanctuary with Christ dwelling in the Spirit. The scripture promises the followers of Christ 
eternal rest. The shared objectives to carry the cross comes through self-denial and identification 
with Christ Jesus. 


Christ Commitment To His Authority 


In his message, Jesus communicates the source of authority. He explains that God had 
given him all authority both in heaven and earth. The model of Christ’s statement arises from 
Daniel 7:14, To him was given dominion, glory, and kingship, that peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, 
and his kingship shall never be destroyed. His disciples should always acknowledge him as the 
center of all authority as they present the gospel to others. 


Christ Commitment To The New Covenant 


For the first time, the Jews and Gentiles heard that anyone could become a disciple and 
inherit a place in the kingdom under the new covenant with Christ. It was a covenant of 
liberation from the oppression of the Roman regime. This new covenant was liberation from 
Caesar’s Authority. The new covenant defined on the cross formulates a new identity in Christ 
Jesus through the kingdom’s inheritance. 


Christ Commitment To The New Concept 
The covenant of liberation to follow Christ is a new concept. It is no longer a figment of 
the imagination but the ideation that the Spirit of Christ resides within humankind’s existence, 
who becomes a new creation. It is now a transformation of faith in Christ Jesus by his love gave 
himself as a ransom for all. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul puts it this way I am a new creation, 


moving towards a new future, with a unique past to become one with Christ (Eph 1:4). 


Christ Commitment to the New Reality 
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Christ’s appearance on the scene broke the middle ground of partitioning between 
humankind and their sufferings. Breaking the middle ground reunites the people of God as one 
people through the redemption of his shed blood on the cross. For there is a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weakness; Even though tempted in every way, he did not sin. So 
come with confidence to the place of authority to assure that the cross is the reason for our 
salvation and ask God’s mercy and grace to help others in time of need. He selected the random 
elven individuals and transformed them into faithful disciples using his practical teaching skills. 
He then commissioned them to spread the gospel by teaching others. Everyone requires salvation 
and did not deserve God’s grace because humankind has fallen short of his glory (Rom 3:23). 
Therefore, God sent His son as a sacrificial lamb to save the world from sin. He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins and the sins of the world (1 Jn 2:2). 


Mark narrates the story central to the message of Christ’s gospel on earth. Over time, the 
people, including his disciples, witnessed Jesus perform miracles. Christ’s disciples witnessed 
Him healing the sick people and resurrecting others from the dead. The disciples have the first- 
hand experience of Christ helping the poor, restoring sight to the blind, as numerous other signs 
and wonders. Scriptures reveal that with such power and authority, Jesus Christ was the Lord of 
Glory. He presented himself to the people as a servant leader. Christ calls the people and 
disciples together, reveals his authority, and invites them to follow him. The Apostle Paul writes, 
there exist no aliens, migrants, in the eyes of the Lord; all are equal through the person of the 
Holy Spirit (Eph 2:9). 


APPLICATION 


Follow Christ’s commitment demands a changed attitude to grasp a more profound 
knowledge of Christ. A disciple of Jesus should follow the Holy Spirit’s leading and look for 
ways to extend God’s kingdom by engaging the church’s mission. The mission is to bridge the 
gap by teaching others to do the same. Move out of complacency, meet with other disciples, pray 
for the community, study God’s Word together, and encourage each other to live meaningful 
lives. Seize the opportunity to go out with other disciples to make disciples for Christ. 


CONCLUSION 


Disciples should follow Christ’s biblical teachings to encourage others both in the church 
and in the community. Jesus did not come to earth to do his will, but | the will of his father, who 
sent him (John 6:38). Therefore, as disciples of Jesus, one should seek opportunities to share 
God’s undeserved mercy with others. Wherever grace is needed, all should join with Christ to 
bring that grace to others. However, today, some people experience fear and are ignorant of the 
Holy Spirit’s workings in their lives to take the gospel to the world. 


Jesus extends an invitation to every individual to take up their cross-prepared to suffer 
and face persecution because they believe in his obedience to the father. Jesus spent a substantial 
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amount of his active ministry, alleviating oppression and needless sufferings. While educating 
the multitude, he made provision for the hopeless. Most early martyrs embraced their deaths 
because of their commitment to follow Jesus. Furthermore, as Christ proposed, cross-bearing is 
more significant than obedience or patience. Instead, cross-bearing refers to resigning a person’s 
life and reputation. 
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APPENDIX F: THE COMMANDMENT TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER 


SUMMARY 


The unconditional love of Jesus Christ supersedes the love of humankind. Christ’s love is 
the foundation of the central message of Christianity. It is the first commandment promised. It 
should be every individual’s desire to obey Christ’s command to love one another. (Eph, 5:1-2). 
Jesus said a new commandment I give you: Love one another (John 13:34) 


INTRODUCTION 


God’s love for the world remains a central message and Christian theology and belief 
element. This love encompasses the love that Christians demonstrate for Christ and others. Love 
is at the core of Christ’s earthly mission. He showed his love by accepting death as a sacrificial 
lamb to save humankind. In Ephesians 5:1-2, the writer exhorts, follow Christ’s example, as 
dearly loved children and walk in the way of love as Christ loved us and gave him life as a 
sacrifice for the world (NIV). 


GOD’S LOVE FOR THE WORLD (JOHN 3:16) 


God’s love is for every believer. The Apostle John writes that God loves us so much that 
he sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, to the world for us to believe in his message and have 
everlasting life (John 3:16). God exalted Christ as head of the church so that in him, everything 
might have the supremacy (Col 1:18). Therefore, preaching the gospel should fit Christ’s love in 
our perspective of love for others. Although non-one deserves Christ’s love, he went to the cross 
for our redemption. He bore the burden for humankind with his willingness to be the propitiation 
for our sins. In him, humanity was chosen, having been predestined according to his will’s plan 
and purpose (Eph1:11-12). 


Christ’s Love for Humanity 


Christ spreads his love to everyone through his shed blood on the cross. He went to the 
cross with humankind on his mind. Jesus Christ going to the cross is the price to redeem lost 
people. He bridges the gap for lost humanity to find their way back to God. He invites us to take 
the gospel message to the world with love so that everyone would have an opportunity to hear it 
and believe. However, some will trust the things of Christ, while others will reject it (Acts 
28:24). Even though the gospel will be accepted or rejected, one ought to follow his 
commandments to love others through his message to build up the holiest faith. 


The Love Of Christ Is The Core Of The Christian Doctrine. 
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Laying down one’s life for one’s friend is the utmost love expression. In John 10:11, 
Jesus reminds us that he is the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep. This love 
depicts a good shepherd ready to die for his sheep. Here Christ illustrates his own life, showing 
that he was willing to die for humankind on the cross so that we may live. What is the meaning 
of laying down one’s life for another? In John 10:17? However, Christ’s love in modern society 
translates differently to many because of their relational engagement. It becomes noticeable that 
love is high and sacred among peers, clans with minimal regard for Christ’s love for humanity 
amongst the generations of contemporary society. Although there is an explosion of the gospel of 
Christ, the lack of knowledge for Christ is evident in our world today. As believers spreading the 
gospel message of love, it needs to transcend social boundaries and extend to everyone. 


Christ’s Love Is Not Partial 


The Apostle Paul prays to God the Father to open the minds of our understanding so one 
may understand the breadth and length and height and the depth of the love of Jesus Christ. The 
love Paul petitions for us has no boundaries in transforming lives. It is God’s love that purifies 
the heart and enriches the soul. Christ’s love is potent enough to reach the dying thief on the 
cross. Christ love knows no boundaries. 


Christ’s Love Has No Boundaries 


God’s love is the greater of all. He sends His son Jesus Christ amongst us to give his life 
as aransom for our sins regardless of cultural differences. It is a natural expectation for us as 
believers to love one another. The goal is to surpass ethnic boundaries with the Holy Spirit’s help 
to fulfill the command of Christ to make disciples. Look around for individuals, relatives, or 
friends who need support and encourage that person in any way possible. Christ’s love has no 
limitations. His great love for us is rich in mercy and gives us life. In Ephesians, the Apostle 
Paul’s experience of God’s life-transforming love changes his life from a persecutor of 
Christians to a disciple of Christ and subsequently to an apostle. He understands every 
individual’s need to unite and grow in God’s exemplary love (Eph 3.14-2). 


In the synoptic gospels, Paul prays that all will have the confidence to do the work he 
invites us to perform and strengthen others in love (Luke 22:32). Christ never rejects anyone who 
comes after him. He dined with Zacchaeus, the corrupt tax collector, and cleansed the leprous 
men who were considered outcasts. Jesus had a close relationship with Mary and Martha and 
their brother Lazarus (John 11,3-6). His entire life is a demonstration of sincere love. 


THE BELIEVER’S LOVE FOR THE WORLD 
Christ is the giver of the gift’ of love. He accepts the ultimate penalty of death (Rom 5:8). 
Even his disciples make it evident that humankind does not deserve Christ’s love. As he 


journeyed to the cross bearing the burden of the world’s sin upon his back, his disciples who 
should bear him up with words of encouragement turned against him. Peter refused to identify 
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himself with Christ. His people, the Jews that he came to the world to save from their 
unrighteousness, joined with the crowd and shouted, give us Barnabas, crucified him, crucify 
him. For thirty pieces of silver, Judas betrayed him with a kiss. However, in his compassion for 
humanity, he cried, Father, forgive them. They are not conscious of their actions (Luke 23:34). 


Love For One Another (John 15:9-11) 


Among God’s commandments to us through Christ, evident is the clause written by 
Moses in Leviticus 18:19 love your neighbor as you love yourself. Christians need to love as 
Jesus loved. The commandment to love one another is for everyone who testifies that they are 
disciples of Christ (John 3:34—35). Love would not be possible at all without peace. Christ’s love 
makes us one in faith and hope and charity. Love creates relationships that produce fruit. The 
expression of love brings greater cohesion in our relationships within our community and with 
each other. In reaching the communities for Christ, our motivations and expectations should stem 
from his desire for us to the world. Jesus Christ invited disciples into the kingdom to unite and 
love one another, for love comes from God (1 John 4:7—8), and God is not partial. He loves us all 
with compassion. 


Christ’s Love Should Unites Us By Faith 


Paul emphasizes in the New Testament book of Ephesians that Jews and Gentiles need to 
love each other and find a familiar place as one. This identifiable oneness could only come about 
when believers unite despite their differences or the multicultural lines that divide them. Our 
love for one another ferments our spirituality and enhances the process to abide in Christ and 
keep his commandment. Paul continues to explain the ways of practicing sincere love. He 
explains that Christians should hate what is evil; cling to what is good (NIV). The principles are 
clear and act as direct commands to the modern-day church. Evil remains rife in contemporary 
society and takes varied forms. 


Paul encourages Christians to identify every form of evil and detest them. A Christian 
should demonstrate a strong dislike for any form of evil. Christians today must adhere to a strict 
code that spells out evil as outlined in the ten commandments because true love does not tolerate 
evil. Evil causes unjust treatment of others and debases morality in society. Evil hurts the Spirit, 
and as the Bible puts it, the wages of sin are death. Jesus Christ did not come to kill, steal, or 
destroy. Instead, he came to give life, and he promised to give life in abundance. Modern-day 
Christians, therefore, have a specific directive. Hate evil and cling to what is right. The Christian 
context’s good things enhance life while sin’s wages remain death. 


Christ Love Gives Assurance 


Abiding in Christ is contingent upon keeping His commandments and loving others 
undoubtedly (John 14:23). Abide in Christ and walk in the same manner as Christ walked. In 1 
John 2:6, show kindness to one another, be tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
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Christ also has forgiven us (Eph 4:32). Jesus’ love unites populations. Only through love 
projection; can one bridge the gap that divides and reaches the earth’s ends. 


Viewing love as a commandment is essential to ensuring a successful ministry. The 
contemporary world presents numerous and equally serious challenges to Christians. Life has 
become increasingly competitive and rife with temptations that may confuse Christians and lead 
them astray. Many obstacles thrive on the competitive nature of life in society today. People 
desire to have the best in life. However, the best is costly. The resulting conflict has often led 
people to turn away from the teachings of Christ. In Romans 12:19-21, Paul exhorts love must be 
sincere. Christ’s love for the church and humanity was sincere. 


CHRIST EXTENDS HIS LOVE TO EVERYONE 


Christ extends his love to everyone he invites as his disciple. Paul clarifies our position 
Christ sets for those he appointed in Corinthians’ book. One may be a prophet, another a teacher, 
someone else a pastor, or an evangelist. Regardless of what he appoints us to do, we ought to 
follow the commandments set out for us to unify the body of Christ and build up the holiest faith. 
We did not deserve this love, but Christ extends it to us, and as such, he was willing to be the 
propitiation for our sins. God loves us in our sinful nature. He exalted his son to the highest 
esteem of love for our redemption. We should not only express our gratitude to love one another 
and to love Christ as well. 


APPLICATION 


Paul teaches us to practice sincere love, follow God’s example, and love others as Christ 
loved us (Eph 5:1-2). Our lives should reflect Christ in deeds and actions, and our love should be 
sincere. For example, Paul exhorts Timothy to be an example to the believers in word and 
conversation, charity, faith, and purity, and Spirit. (1 Tim 4:12). Therefore, our central objective 
in this modern context is to project the love of Jesus Christ within the diverse and fragmented 
social context. For that cause, Paul petitions a prayer for us that our love will overflow more and 
more to grow in the knowledge and understanding of God (Phil 1:9-11). In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 
Paul admonishes prayer without ceasing. Ask God for wisdom (James 1:5) and seek to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of God (2 Peter 3:18) to love God’s people. 


CONCLUSION 


Summarily, the love of Christ is a significant component of Christian belief. Jesus Christ 
offered Christians a practical lesson on living and relating to each other. Exemplifying the love 
of Christ in contemporary society requires modern-day Christians to observe and practice the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. Jesus was evident in his representation of love. He displayed sacrificial 
and supernatural love. He forgave sinners, and never did he repay evil with evil. Thus, his life 
offers practical lessons for contemporary Christians who should resist evil and stand for what is 
right irrespective of such positions’ cost. 
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APPENDIX G: OVERCOMING CHALLENGES TO MAKE DISCIPLES 


SUMMARY 


In Ephesus’s church, religious pluralism divided the Jews and Gentiles. Jews and 
Gentiles were the leading factions in the conflicts of who should be entitled to Abraham’s 
covenant promised to Israel. Their religious ideologies, cultural, and theological beliefs affected 
the core of their understanding that the gospel was for everyone. Religious pluralism is one of 
the most significant challenges of the Great Commission. Ephesus’s church challenges the core 
of the church’s self-understanding of the Great Commission Christ teaches. Like the church in 
Ephesus, the challenge is unique to the contemporary era. Christ’s commands to his disciples 
remain. Similarly, the disciples challenge his disciples to reach beyond cultural barriers and 
make other disciples who would repeat the process (Eph 2:11—13). 


INTRODUCTION 


The communities of Israel back in Paul’s days had significant challenges between the two 
main categories of people mostly spoken of in the Bible: The Gentiles and the Jews. The Jews 
were fighting to maintain religious secularization of their cultural and social significance. While 
the Gentiles uphold the beliefs that secularization was a threat to the spread of Christianity, in the 
text, Paul’s mission was to reunite the communities as one people in worship. He introduced 
Christ as the redeemer who shed his blood on the cross, became the middle ground between the 
Jews and Gentiles, and defused some of the friction among them. 


OVERCOME CHALLENGES TO MAKE DISCIPLES 


There is a need to surpass cultural boundaries and go after those wandering about like 
sheep without a shepherd. Paul exhorts the Jews and Gentiles to reconcile their differences and 
worship God as a family. In past times, the Gentiles were classified as uncircumcised and 
without Christ by those circumcised. These were people omitted from Israel’s citizenship and 
foreigners to the covenants of God’s promise with no hope and nor reconciliation with God, Eph 
2:11-12). Not knowing that it is only by reconciliation can people be united in Christ. 


Trust the Plan of God 


God has a universal plan for all humankind, regardless of social status. Galatians 3:26-29 
states, for in Christ we are all sons and daughters of God, through faith. Many of us received 
baptism and put on Christ, but there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither slave nor free, male or 
female, we are all one in Christ Jesus. In Christ, we are perfect. He has already imparted in our 
lives the hope of salvation. The life we live may be far from perfect. 
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Trust the Holy Spirit’s Guidance 


On the day of Pentecost, Jewish visitors stood bewildered as they heard praises of God in 
their native language (Acts 2:5). While others acknowledged the event, some made fun of it. 
Christ went to the cross opens the way for us to face the challenges we encounter in our mission. 
In the last days, God will pour out his Spirit on all people (Acts 2:17). The incredible outpouring 
of the Spirit in the book of Acts unites people of all races and cultures together in one place to 
worship him. 


Paul gives a clear indication that there was a division among Jews and Gentiles. He states 
that his readers were Gentiles by birth (2:11), and the Jews did not recognize them as a part of 
the covenant of the promise made by God (2:12). Paul mentioned that, even though a covenant 
promise separated the Jews and Gentiles, they were now in Christ Jesus and connected by his 
blood.st (Eph 13:14). We are people of God through faith in Christ. Those of us in Christ’s are 
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise (Gal 3:26-29). It is evident in scriptures that God 
wants us to unite for the common cause to build up the body of Christ. The Apostle Paul clarifies 
the scripture text says that we become one in Christ Jesus through the Holy Spirit. This 
identifiable oneness is evident through the Holy Spirit empowerment that unites all God’s people 
together regardless of the multicultural lines that divide us. 


To Take the Gospel to the World 


In the modern era, all are accountable for taking the gospel to the nations. God holds us 
responsible for the harvesting of this generation. We need to fulfill our duties and take advantage 
of our opportunities. Paul accepts the challenge to build communities for Christ in his time. He 
exhorts. Those things are behind as he moves forward to the things before. Pushing toward the 
goal for the prize for which God called him heavenward in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:13-14). Every 
individual must dedicate themselves to obedience to make disciples for Christ. 


HINDRANCES IN MAKING DISCIPLES 


The contemporary continues to present numerous challenges to Christians that require 
constant contact with God for assurance and guidance. A key challenge to the spread of 
Christianity in modern society is religious pluralism. Pluralism encourages the acceptance of the 
uniqueness of others. Today’s world is rich in pluralism, which transcends every sector of 
society, including linguistic, ethnic, cultural, religious, ideological, and even theological 
pluralism. Religious pluralism is one of the most significant in the Great Commission’s 
realization. Religious pluralism continues to affect the church’s self-understanding and 
understanding of its core mission, as explained by Christ. First, Christians today exist in a world 
where they must respect others’ religious uniqueness. However, the challenge is unique to this 
time, and Christ’s command to his disciples remains. 


129 


The Decline of Religious Significance (John 17:17) 


Another equally significant challenge is the rapid decline of the world’s religious 
significance. This significance describes a historical process through which the church begins to 
lose its cultural and social significance. In Philippians 2, the author exhorts the Christians to 
remain blameless as children of God (Phil 2:15—16). The Great Commission teaches the 
importance of spreading the gospel and making disciples. Matthew’s verse serves as a constant 
reminder for Christian leaders to endure the challenges and remain faithful to their core mission 
(Matt 28: 16). Different gospels, for example, emphasize strategic aspects of the Great 
Commission. For example, in Acts 1:8, Luke recounts Christ’s promise of power and the 
significant command to the disciples to go to the uttermost parts of the earth and spread the 
gospel. 

As such, contemporary disciples upholding the Great Commission’s message should 
exploit the benefits of secularism to spread the gospel to new territories. Followers of Christ 
should stretch faith that constitutes a potential target for the teachings of Christ. Provide reliable 
modes of communication that can enable contemporary disciples to preach and teach in hostile 
territories without exposing themselves to serious bodily harm. 


Contextualized Understanding of The Bible 


The third challenge is the teachings of Christ delivered to his disciple’s counter yet 
another fundamental challenge, the rising popularity of a contextualized understanding of the 
Bible. Contextualization encompasses transcending the original context of the biblical texts. In 
his message, Jesus communicates the source of authority. He explains that God had given him all 
authority both in heaven and earth. The author of Daniel 7:14 declares the model for Christ’s 
dominion, glory, and kingship that peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His 
dominion is perpetual, and his kingship shall never be destroyed. The biblical texts acknowledge 
Christ as the center of all authority who works in obedience to His father. 


CHRIST GOING TO THE CROSS BROKE CULTURAL BARRIERS 


The cross made a difference in discipleship. When Christ went to the calvary cross, he 
broke every racial and cultural barrier among Jews and Gentiles by his shed blood. He opened up 
anew way for all to worship Him. Jesus Christ going to Calvary’s cross broke the barriers from 
the restored legacy the Jews and Gentiles preserved in Abraham. Going to the cross was also a 
challenge for the disciples to take up their cross and activate their mission to advance the 
kingdom (Luke 14: 25-33). Jesus’s death was a challenge to the disciples to esteem pride and 
dignity in the belief that he suffered such humility. The cross is the common ground of 
redemption for people of different cultural origins to meet Jesus Christ. His death fulfilled the 
demands of God’s imputed righteousness and brought redemption for humanity (1Pet 3:18). The 
cross’s message is the power of God to save those who believe (1 Cor18). 


Christ Liberates Humankind from Trespasses 
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We are alive in Christ Jesus even though we were dead in trespasses (Eph 2:5-6). By 
grace, we receive salvation and are raised with Christ and seated with Him in the heavens. These 
two verses demonstrate how God, through His prophets, broken the barrier and invites people to 
make a difference as light and salt of the earth. We cannot unite as one in a broken system. Only 
love can break the barriers and unite us. There is no fear in love. Perfect love cast out a doubt. 

Christ’s Redeems Us from Injustice 


Jesus Christ came to break up the rifts that divide us and redeem us from injustices by 
shedding his blood on the cross. There is no way in this contemporary world should fear takes us 
back to the instance of the Jews and the Gentiles. Instead, use that platform as a significant 
stepping-stone toward discipleship in the church. God sent Jesus Christ to the earth to die for 
humanity. Similarly, Christians should sacrifice and overcome obstacles, such as fear and 
complacency and unite together to spread the word of Christ to any person who will listen. 


APPLICATION 


The ultimate gifts that God gives us are our freedom and the choice to follow Him by 
faith. Obedience to his words deepens our desire to grow and please Him as followers of his 
truth. Christ going to the cross to redeem us from sin is the reality that should give us the 
freedom to overcome the things that hold us captive. 


CONCLUSION 


Will we choose to continue seeking those things that hinder us from experiencing the life 
that Jesus wants us to live? Will we choose to lift our cross of obedience and trust the life that 
Jesus has laid before us? One path leads to momentary thrill, but a life of hopelessness without 
Jesus and an eternity lost with God. The other may bring momentary difficulty, but a life of 
purpose in Christ and eternal freedom with God! 
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APPENDIX H: VISION OF CHRIST FOR THE HARVEST 


SUMMARY 


In Matthew 9:35—38, Jesus saw and felt compassion for the struggling ones and act as he 
did. Verse 35 summarizes the ministry of Jesus Christ. Verse 35 is almost identical to Matthew 
4:23, which reads in comparison, Jesus went through the villages, teaching, healing the sick, and 
proclaiming the gospel. Verses 36-38 tell us of a specific incident during one of Jesus’ visits 
when he saw the crowds; he felt compassion for them. Christ commissioned his disciples to reap 
the ripened Harvest, although the workers are few. 


INTRODUCTION 


Disciples should mirror their image with that of Jesus Christ to attract others to him. One 
would ask themselves the question, do you see what Jesus saw for the Harvest? Suppose you 
ponder that Jesus saw the need for individuals to engage in discipling people who make disciples 
as the core of Discipleship. Would the thought of engaging discipleship become the core for 
discipling process to make other disciples? If one considers the thought, the text’s tone would 
appear to be redemptive, where Christ urged the disciples to pray for the harvest. In this case, 
one needs to see Christ’s vision for lost people—do you have this kind of vision.? 


CHRIST’S VISION FOR LOST PEOPLE (Matthew 9:36) 


When Jesus saw the multitude, he was moved with compassion for them because they 
were scattered and abandoned, like sheep having no shepherd (Matt 9:36). He saw individuals 
experiencing harassment and oppression, helpless and unable to rescue themselves or escape 
their situation. Jesus sees lost individuals needing salvation and points the disciples to the 
problems that every human being could experience. He saw the great need of the lost people the 
same way he saw the great harvest (9:37). Here he said to his disciples that the harvest is ripe. It 
is an essential concept that Jesus wanted his disciples to understand. He repeats it in John 4:35, 
where he tells the disciples to look at the white fields with the harvest. He also revisits this aspect 
in Luke 10:2 when he sends out the seventy for ministry. 


Jesus also sees lost people as dispirited. It describes those individuals who are completely 
helpless and lost in sin. Psalm 23 describes how sheep can get turned over on their backs and 
cannot get up by themselves. These sheep are the cast ones who could not raise themselves 
without the shepherd’s assistance. Left in this condition, the enemies could smite them (Psalms 
60). Likewise, the fallen ones need Jesus to get back on their feet. To us, some people may 
appear calm and comfortable. However, to Christ, they are unable to save themselves from sin. 
They are downcast and dispirited. We need to feel as Jesus felt when he saw the lost people. 
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Jesus Saw the Realities of a People with Hope 


Jesus saw pity upon the faces of the disappointed men and women pressing 
against the crowd to follow him. He saw a diverse and fragmented society, with people divided 
and plagued with the world’s traumas. These people wondered about hopelessness, broken 
dreams, and shattered lives’ negative realities. Social divisions infested societies with racial 
injustices rampant among his people. The abundance of social-economic power and disability is 
becoming more pronounced. Jesus saw faces of disappointments and torture. 


Jesus Saw A Great Harvest In The Multitude (v. 36) 


After analyzing the multitude that came to him, he beholds the vast potential of people’s 
abundance. He envisioned future church leaders, evangelists, pastors, choir leaders, and church 
planters. Christ saw among the multitude of church administrators and Bishops. Looking beyond 
their condition, He saw people saved by grace, sanctified, born again. Jesus saw their potential. It 
is the belief that the disciples saw a crowd with minimal standards, low self-esteem, and 
marginalized by their circumstances, ethnicity, and social class. The disciples see the crowd as 
an unrealistic and worthless mob without standards or values. Like the blind man Jesus healed in 
Mark 8:24-25, they did not have a vision of the capabilities of whom this crowd could become 
through the power and restoration of Jesus Christ. 


Jesus Saw a Restored People 


Jesus felt compassion for the crowd when he saw their pain and suffering and 
their zeal and courage to follow him. He saw people charred by years of anxieties. He 
expressed compassion for the generational and cultural divides that left a visible impact on 
their lives. Jesus saw many people isolated by a load of unrealistic expectations imposed upon 
them by those around them. Still, Jesus saw a restored people exuberant, buoyant, and 
worshiping the triune God. His vision for them was restoration. 


CHALLENGES TO REAP THE HARVEST (Matt 9:37) 


The disciples probably started to feel overwhelmed as they did on another occasion. Send 
them away! They saw the multitude differently and felt little compassion for them (Matthew 
14:15). In a lifetime, most of us have seen people who may require our help. However, we ignore 
them because of preoccupation with ourselves and our lifestyle systems. We fail to look at 
others’ apparent needs, so we do not help them. We fail to see the needy as Jesus would see 
them. God has given the gift of eternal life to every human being that trusts in him. The choice 
should be to trust God and pray for the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to possess a heart of 
compassion to see the Harvest as Jesus saw it. 
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We rarely look carefully into people’s faces while we are in public, but if you do, what 
do you see? Do you see weary, troubled, and anxious faces of people who are tired of the woes 
of the hostility of an unfriendly society? There is always a harvest waiting for us to reap, but it 
does not depend on the techniques we use but rather on the sovereign purpose of God. He has 
given us harvest, and he calls on us to get involved in the reaping process. In a lifetime, most of 
us have seen people who may require our help. However, we ignore them because of 
preoccupation with ourselves and our lifestyle systems. We fail to look at others’ apparent needs, 
so we do not help them. We fail to see the needy as Jesus would see them. The question we 
always need to ask ourselves is, how does Jesus see people? 


Expectation for The People 


We see people around us every day with needs: Mental, physical and psychological 
challenges. If we read the text, it would become apparent that there is a link in verse 36, where 
the author tells us that he sees the people and felt compassion for them. He does not angrily 
blame them for their situation, but he feels for them instead. Most people would have chosen to 
blame them for their situation. Do we feel compassion for those people, or does one shrug 
shoulders and turn a blind eye, and assume it is their fault why they are in the situation they find 
themselves in? Most people get worked up over others’ positions without considering why or 
how they got there. 


In most cases, people can sense whether someone cares about them or not—kindness and 
love toward people. The gospel message is received. There is always the inclination to receive 
the message—disciples need to see needy people just like Jesus did and be compassionate. We 
need to do as Jesus did. 


The Hindrances for Reaping the Harvest 


One could acknowledge that the harvest is pitiful and plentiful in our world today. Like 
Jesus, could you look beyond people’s real needs marginalized by their geographical locations, 
religious background, and cultural orientation? Jesus saw the multitude for who they are. He 
looked beyond their ethnic and religious history and identified cultural indifference. Augustine 
claimed that God made us for himself and that we would be restless until we found our rest in 
him. It points to the various problems that every human being may experience. We rarely look 
carefully into people’s faces while we are in public, but if you do, what do you see? Do you see 
faces of weary, tired, and anxious people? 


CHRIST CALLS THE DISCIPLE ATTENTION TO THE HARVEST 9:38) 


The question to ponder is, what did Jesus do? He ministered to people’s needs and prayed 
to His heavenly Father to help him spread the word. Jesus ministered to the Crowds’ physical 
and spiritual needs. Ministry is not a term that only applies to those who received the calling into 
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professional Christian Work. Christ calls upon every Christian to serve him. He offered us 
unique possibilities and gifts to utilize to help whom we may contact. Matthew’s three aspects 
have summarized the ministry of Jesus: He was teaching, proclaiming the gospel, and healing the 
sick (9:35). Not everyone has the gift of preaching publicly to a congregation. However, one can 
spread the word of Christ in a private conversation. On the contrary, when others contradict the 
word of the Lord, we should seek to understand their perspective and share God’s Word with 
them. Every believer should prepare themselves to tell others how their sins can be forgiven and 
go to heaven (1peter 3:15). 


As lost sheep deserving God’s punishment but, through love, He sent his only son Jesus 
Christ to die for the redemption of humankind from sin (John 3:16). Christ also healed the sick, 
which validated his claim to be the promised Messiah. Not everyone has the power to heal as 
Christ did, but all could pray for those who need to know Christ and his power of resurrection. 
We can also minister to these people in a practical way when we walk in obedience to Christ’s 
teachings (Matt 25:34-40). 


Christ Prayed for More Workers 


The scripture also tells us that Jesus makes supplication for more workers. Some people 
may dispute this, saying that He did not pray himself, but instead, he commanded the disciples to 
do it. Christ did not tell the disciples to do something he had not done. Luke 6:12-13 says that he 
prayed for an entire night before Christ called the 12 apostles. Indeed, Jesus was asking God for 
more workers for the harvest. However, whether we all agree that He prayed for more workers or 
not, no one can dispute that he commands us to look for more people to help spread the word. 
However, not many people remember to include this aspect in our prayers. One should never 
forget the work Christ invites us to do. He is always providing more people to join us. 


Christ Reconciled the People back to Himself. 


Jesus saw people in need of reconciliation. The impoverished lack the essential amenities 
of life. Christ saw the multitude of renewed hope and restored health and their wounds healed 
(Jer. 17:14). Paul declares in 2 Corinthians 5:19 that God reconciled the world unto himself 
through the death of Christ for lost humanity. Peoples of the world have the hope to change their 
relationship with God. By this change, an individual could receive salvation through the 
redemption of the shed blood of Christ. The cross message is God’s power to save those who 
believe (1 Cor 1:18, 24). 


APPLICATION 


In the Epistles to the Hebrews, the author exhorted the one who receives Christ to focus 
on the cross (Heb 12:2). Remain committed to Christ’s vision for his people to avoid losing the 
heart of growing weary. The message of Christ Jesus is redemptive for those who believe. 
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CONCLUSION 


The conviction to reap the Harvest is an invitation for believers to examine their own 
lives. The harvest is ripe. Workers are few! The church needs people with the conviction to 
pursue the vision of Christ. Taking hold of faith in Christ is by taking hold of faith that would 
enable the conviction to become a beacon of light to help others see the Harvest as Jesus saw it. 
The Holy Spirit resides perpetually in one’s life (2 Cor 1:22) and aids with the work of 
persuading others to follow Christ. One’s motivation should be to love Christ, who came to earth 
to offer us salvation from our sins. He sees the lost people’s needs, feels compassion for them, 
and serves them with the good news of salvation. For everyone who has experienced this 
salvation, consider oneself as a worker in Christ’s harvest. We should see as he saw, felt as he 
felt and do, and he did. 
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APPENDIX I: THE COURAGE TO MAKE DISCIPLES CHRIST’S WAY 


SESSION 1 


Discipleship entails a journey toward self-denial, a humble disposition toward others, 
whole-hearted devotion to the Lord alone, a willingness to obey His commands in 
everything, an eagerness to sense Him even in His absence, and motivation that comes 
from knowing He is well pleased. 

—John McArthur 


BIBLICAL TEXT 


Matthew 28:18-20— Then Jesus came to them and said, all authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. Moreover, I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 


INTRODUCTION 


The meeting in Galilee further explains the process of making a disciple. Jesus describes 
the transformation that characterizes the creation of a disciple. A disciple must first teach an 
individual to the extent of initiating a personal change within the individual. Philip’s account of 
his trip from Jerusalem to Gaza in Acts 8:27 demonstrates the process of making a disciple. The 
Ethiopian Eunuch read the Bible but could not understand. He meets Philip, who explains the 
verse to him. The Eunuch then comprehends the scripture and makes a personal decision to 
convert to Christianity. Philip upholds the teachings of Christ as he looks for a pool of water and 
baptizes the politician. 


BIBLE STUDY 


The mission of our Lord Jesus never changes. His commission to make disciples His way 
continues to support the church’s mission and modern Christianity mandate. The commission to 
go make disciples of all nations and teach them to observe everything he commands takes 
courage. Courage describes the ability to do what is right to accomplish a task. The Apostle Paul 
writes, stand firm in the faith, be strong as one with courage (1 Cor16:13). One should not be 
fearful of making disciples because the Holy Spirit is always guiding the way. 


Read Matthew 28:19. 
e What are the three participles Jesus giving us to make disciples? 
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e What do you think Christ meant by the word go? 
e What do you think going and making disciples means? 








The first way Jesus tells us to make disciples is by going, which is an operative word that 
requires movement. Jesus invites his disciples to make disciples as they are going. This invitation 
should be adopted as a lifestyle and not regarded as an activity; Jesus is calling them to make 
disciples as they are going on their life’s journey. 


e Why is it essential that one should be baptized in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit's 
name? 
e What do you think Christ meant by his command to baptize them? 








The second way Jesus tells us to make disciples is by baptizing them. The command to 
baptize them is a call to include them in the church’s life to fellowship them into the body of 
Christ. The washing of our bodies with water represents our sins’ cleansing. Going under the 
water represents our burial and resurrection to a new life in Christ (Romans 6, 2 Corinthians 
5:17). So, Jesus’ call for us to baptize them is an invitation to advance the kingdom and bring 
them into a relationship with Him and other believers. We have all been baptized into one body 
by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. We baptize into the family of God when we 
become a Christian, and we also baptized into a fellowship of a believer in the local church. In 
the scriptures, the institution of baptism acts as a rite of initiation for disciples. 


Read Matthew 28:20 

What does Jesus mean when he calls us to teach them? 
What is the subject that we are to teach them about? 
What does it mean to teach them to obey all that I have commanded you? 











The third way Jesus commands them to make disciples is to teach them. Jesus also 
denotes that faithful discipleship must uphold a commitment to teaching the scriptures to others. 
Jesus was a great teacher that took his time to explain critical values to his audiences. Christ 
selected 12 disciples, but one left. So, he worked with 11 individuals and transformed them into 
faithful disciples with his practical teaching skills. He commissioned them to spread the gospel 
by teaching others. The disciples would later make it a personal responsibility to educate others 
and transformed them into mature disciples who would spread the gospel. 


The excerpt’s final verse promises Christ to his disciples, And surely I will be with you 
always, even to the very end of the age (Matt. 28:20). Such is a solemn promise that Christ gives 
his disciples. He also promises, and I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate 
to help you and be with you forever. This other advocate is the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:16). In the 
next session, we will study how we help people know Christ Jesus and how that should impact 
how we build relationships with others. 


Application 


e What part of the process of Christ’s teachings is most challenging? 
e Which part of the process is the most comfortable? 
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e What part of the process needs more work? 





Practical Steps to Take 
e Commit to reading the Scripture verses for each session daily, or 
e Choose a verse or more of the Scriptures, reflect on its content, and memorize it. 
e Start working on a plan of action to share the Scriptures with at least one person weekly. 


Before the Next Session 


e Read through the following study. 
e Review one verse or more of the Scriptures read. 


Closing Prayer 
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APPENDIX J: COMMITMENT TO ADVANCE THE MISSION FOR THE CHURCH 


SESSION 2 


Christ’s authority on earth allows us to go to all the nations. His authority in heaven gives 
us our only hope of success. And His presence with us leaves us with no other choice. 


—John Stott 


THE BIBLICAL TEXT 


Matthew 28:16-20 — Then the 11 disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
told them to go. 17 When they saw Jesus, they worshiped him, but some doubted.18 Then Jesus 
came to them and said, all authority in heaven and earth has given me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded. Moreover, I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age. 


INTRODUCTION 


The purpose of the church is to help believers mature in the teachings of Christ so they 
might join in expanding Christ’s mission by assisting others to come to Christ and grow in grace. 
Jesus explains the authority God had given him both in heaven and earth. He also instructs His 
disciples to go into the world with the courage to preach the gospel, convert new believers, and 
teach them to make other disciples. Let us review the definition we have been working with so 
far. Discipleship is a process that stimulates the listener’s transformation to follow Christ’s 
teachings and develop relationships with other people to advance the kingdom. 


BIBLE STUDY 


Read Matthew 28:16-17 


Why did Jesus ask his disciples to go to the mountain? — The meeting at a mountain in 
Galilee formed the church’s framework and the development of discipleship. The meeting 
influences the culture and mission of the church and establishes the discipleship process across 
the world. The teachings of Christ could help Christian’s past and present to overcome 
discipleship challenges. In the meeting, Christ reaffirms his position in the Holy Trinity. He 
explains that God had given him all the authority in heaven and earth. Christ commissions the 
disciples to go into the world, preach the gospel to all, baptize those who believe, and teach them 
to do the same. 
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Read Matthew 28:18 


e What did Jesus say His Father in Heaven gave Him? 

e Why does Jesus Christ start his Great Commandment by noting his authority? 

e What are some ways that people try to help God out that ended with catastrophic 
results? 








Jesus begins with his authority because he wants us to understand his commands. We 
often tend to rebel against his teachings by doing things our way. It is evident throughout the 
Scriptures that humankind does not usually follow God’s commands and disobey his words. 
Adam and Eve disobey God’s command. Abraham has Ishmael with Haggar. The people of 
Babel wanted to build a tower to heaven. Likewise, Peter cutting off Malchus’s ear in the garden 
(John 18:10) are examples of humankind seeking to do things their way. 


Read Matthew 28:19-20. 
e What is the primary command that Jesus gives to his disciples? 








e What did the disciples do to obey Christ? 
e Why is the discipleship process vital for transformation? 





Congruent with Hagner’s work on the authority of Jesus Christ to make disciples and 
teach those who come after them is the conjunction ovv (therefore). In (v.18) and his presence in 
(v.20), Jesus’s authority will empower his disciples to fulfill the commission he now gives them 
to go and make disciples.’ The final element of the commission found in 518é0Kovtec teach is a 
command to do what Jesus himself did.* At a general level, the scripture’s theology represents 
the factual and accurate outline of Jesus Christ’s teachings as the church’s mission. 


Commitment to Christ’s teachings is critical to the success of discipleship. Commitment 
describes a dedication to Christ’s teachings and comes out as a core virtue. Everything we do in 
the church and our personal lives points us back to discipleship. The scriptures teach that one 
should commit their way to Christ (Luke 17:32), 

Read Matthew 4:18—20 


What does v. 19 say about following Christ? 





According to Wessel, following Christ’s requirements are not just for the 12 disciples but 
for all Christian. For the disciples, the command to follow Christ was not new to them. In Matt 
4:19, the text describes Jesus’s command as go, baptize, and teach. 


7. David A. Hubbard, Glenn W. Barker, and Donald A. Hagner, Word Biblical Commentary: New 
Testament (Texas: World Books, 1983), 886. 


8 Hubbard, Baker, Hagner, World Biblical Commentary, 886. 
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The disciple’s task is not merely to make converts but to encourage others through 
meaningful relationships to uphold the teachings of Christ. Jesus bade the disciples follow him, 
with the assurance that he will guide them through the process of fishing for people. The call that 
Jesus extends to the crowd and his disciples was a conditional call with no stipulations on age, 
gender, or affluence. The call’s condition is to obey Christ’s command to go. Influencing others 
to change their way of life is a challenge for many to set themselves apart from the world and 
focus their attention on Christ. 


Read Matthew 4:20 


What part of the discipleship process is most challenging? 





The fundamental challenge to discipleship is living out the obedient life. Jesus and his 
disciples provide a practical explanation of the significance of commitment to discipleship. Jesus 
asks his disciples to go into the world and do everything he commands them to teach their 
audiences to obey his teachings. 


Application 
e What does the text teach about the process of discipleship? 


e What is advancing Christ’s kingdom to help others? 
e What part of the discipleship process needs some more work? 








Practical Steps to Take 
e Commit to reading the Scriptures daily. 
e Choose a passage verse or more of Scriptures daily and reflect on the content. 
e Create a plan to share Scriptures with at least one person weekly. 


Before the Next Session 


e Read through the following study, reflect on its content for discussion. 
e Review the Scriptures in the study for the next session. 


Closing Prayer 
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APPENDIX K: THE COMMAND TO HELP OTHERS GROW IN CHRIST’S GRACE 


SESSION 3 


Spiritual growth is not reached by the passing of the years but by obedience to God’s 
Will. Some people mature into an understanding of God’s will more quickly than others 
because they obey more readily and sacrifice nature's life to God's will. 


— Oswald Chambers 


INTRODUCTION 


Christ’s intention for every believer is that they mature spiritually in the word. The idea 
to follow Christ is not just making disciples but to grow in his teachings by advancing his 
kingdom on earth. The believer’s maturity is a continuous process. The priority of discipleship is 
helping people grow in Christ to help others grow in his teachings. In our first session, we talked 
about Christ’s purpose for his church to expand the mission by his teachings. To grow in his 
teachings is to move beyond the basics of mere knowledge about Christ and advance toward 
maturity. One should read and understand the Scriptures and reflect on how to influence people 
to follow Christ. How do we replicate this process? The replication process of discipleship 
occurs by the workings of the Holy Spirit in our lives.? 


Paul teaches that to enhance spiritual growth, we should be an example to the believers in 
word and conversation, in charity, in Spirit, faith, and purity (1 Tim 4:12). Also, we need to pray 
without ceasing (Thes.5:17). Ask God for wisdom (James 1:5) and seek to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of God (2 Peter 3:18), to teach God’s people. The more we grow in Christ, the more 
we shape lasting relationships with others to advance Christ’s kingdom. 


BIBLE STUDY 


One of the main goals of discipleship is encouraging people to mature in Christ. In our 
main text, Matthew 28:19-20, he commanded his disciples to teach them everything he 
commanded. Teaching others is what we usually think about when we talk about growth. 


Read Hebrews 6:1-4. 


e What do these Scriptures teach about Growing in Christ? 
e What does it mean to move away from elementary doctrine? 





9 Eric Geiger, Michael Kelley, and Philip Nation, Transformational Discipleship: How People Grow 
(Nashville, TN: B & H Publishing Group, 2012). Kindle 66. 
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Growing in Christ, our lives should reflect Christ in deeds and actions. In the synoptic 
gospels, he prays that we will have the confidence to do the work he invites us to perform and 
strengthen others (Lk 22:32). Christ never rejects anyone who comes after him. He dined with 
Zacchaeus, the corrupt tax collector, and cleansed the leprous men who were considered 
outcasts. Jesus had a close relationship with Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus (Jn 11:3- 
6). 

In Hebrews 6:1-4, the author admonishes that maturity calls for moving away from the 
elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying a foundation of repentance from 
dead works and of faith toward God. We should stop being children in our thinking (1 
Corinthians 14:20). By this time, growth should be evident by teaching others, yet there are signs 
of weakness in contending with knowledge gained (Hebrews 5:12-14). David had an experiential 
knowledge of God. No wonder he wrote, O taste and see (Psalms 34). He delighted in God’s 
laws, commandments, precept, and judgment (Psalms 119:11). 


Read Colossians 1:22-29 


What did Paul say about presenting people to Christ? 
What did Paul say about your maturity in presenting people to Christ 








What is Maturity in Christ? What does the text teach about the hope of glory? 
Whom did Christ make known his glorious richness of this mystery? 








Who proclaims, admonishes, and teaches everyone with all wisdom? 


The Scriptures teach about the believer maturing Christ. Paul admonishes us to present 
every believer with wisdom so that we all may present everyone perfect in Christ (1 Colossians 
1:28). What does it mean to be transformed mature in Christ? Maturity in Christ is about 
upholding Christ’s teachings by reading and understanding Scriptures and daily reflections that 
influence change in the believer’s life. Maturity in Christ is perfection or completeness. 
Perfection involves accepting Christ’s teachings and his anointing work as the actual fulfillment 
of his promises.'° Jesus’ command to teach them is an invitation to help people mature in the 
knowledge of his word through the work of the Holy Spirit. 


Read 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1. 


e What does Paul mean when he says, imitate me? 
e Can we ever ask others to imitate us, like Paul describes, without fear? 








Paul calls the Corinthians to imitate him as he imitates Christ. The call of Christians is to 
lead people to maintain Christ’s teachings. So, what are some ways that we do this? We find 
from the previous two texts that discipleship must occur in relationships with other believers. 
Reading the Bible helps us share and understand Christ’s teachings to walk with someone to 
becoming like Christ. Growth is a deeper understanding of discipleship; it is a life-changing 





10. Donald Hagner, Hebrews. (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1990), 87. 
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experience that stimulates change within the believer’s life by developing the maturity to follow 
Christ’s teachings. 


Application 


How does the process of discipleship influence growth? 

Is the call to maturity about just sharing the gospel, or is there more to it? 
What preparation do we need to share the gospel with someone else? 
How could we use these to help someone grow in Christ? 

What would keep us from reading the Bible with someone else? 


Practical Steps to Take 


What are some ways we can serve others this week? 

Commit to reading the Scriptures daily. 

Choose a verse or more of Scriptures daily and reflect on its content. 
What are some ways we help others grow by serving the church? 
Start sharing the memorized verses with at least one person this week. 


Before the Next Session 


e Read through the list of Scriptures on Spiritual maturity for our next study. 
e Review one verse or more of the Scriptures read. 


Closing Prayer 
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APPENDIX L: THE CHALLENGES THAT HINDER DISCIPLESHIP 


SESSION 4 


Every moment and every situation challenges us to action and obedience. We have no 
time to sit down and ask ourselves whether so-and-so is our neighbor or not. We must get 
into action and obey—we must behave like a neighbor to him. 


—Dietrich Bonhoeffer 


INTRODUCTION 


For this lesson, we will focus on the challenges that hinder our progress toward 
discipleship. What are some of the challenges we might encounter as disciples? Challenges are 
the outcome of fear. In Ephesus’s church, Jews and Gentiles were the leading factions in the 
conflicts of who should be entitled to Abraham’s covenant promised to Israel. There was a 
division between the Jews and Gentiles. Their religious, ideological, cultural, and theological 
beliefs affected the core of their understanding that the gospel was for everyone. The diversity in 
their religious beliefs posed a significant challenge to the teachings of Christ. In Ephesus’s 
church, this diverse thinking challenges the core of the mission and the teachings of Christ. 


In the contemporary world, the church forms a part of society. We must respect diversity 
and others’ religious uniqueness. However, the church encounter in Discipleship is unique to this 
era. Christ commanded his disciples to make disciples remains. He challenges his disciples to 
reach beyond the cultural lines and bid others come regardless of the world’s rapid 
secularization. 


BIBLE STUDY 


Read Ephesians 2:11-13. Division among believers 


Paul gives a clear indication that there was a division among Jews and Gentiles. He states 
that his readers were Gentiles by birth (2:11); therefore, they were not considered by the Jews to 
be a part of the covenants of the promise made by God (2:12). Paul writes even though they were 
Jews and Gentiles separated by a covenant promise, they were now in Christ, connected by the 
blood of Jesus Christ (2:13:14). We are sons and daughters of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
Those of us that receive the baptism in Christ have put on Christ. We are no longer Jew or 
Greek, slave or free, male or female; we are all in Christ Jesus. 


e Summarize what Paul meant by the gentiles was not considered part of the covenant 
of God's promise. (2:13—14) 
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e Describe the division amongst Jews and Gentiles. Paul talked about 2;11) 
e What did Paul say they were now a part of even though the promise separated them? 
e Whom does the Scripture say we are through faith? 


The life we live may be far from perfect. Nevertheless, God accepts us as we are. He is persistent 
and patient in the transformational work he performs to conform us to Christ’s image. 


Read Ephesians 2:14—18. Ministry reconciliation 
e Paul teaches that we have the ministry of reconciliation. What does it mean to reconcile 


to God? 
Does reconciliation mean more than just a part of the church? 








Over the previous two sessions, we discussed how we could help people become new 
creations through knowing and growing. However, Apostle Paul noted that being a new creation 
is the call to reconciliation, not for oneself alone, but to reconcile others to God. This idea of 
reconciliation comes from the fact that all things were broken by sin in Adam’s fall, including 
our relationship with God and others. So, with Christ reconciles us to God through the cross, we 
now have restored relationships through salvation with God. As new believers, Christ now 
invites us into the kingdom to share this good news with others. Despite the challenges, Paul’s 
primary objective is to surpass the racial and cultural barriers to build relationships by sharing 
the good news to advance the mission of Christ. 


Read John 4: 1-10. 


What is significant about Jesus is journeying through Samaria? 
How did Jesus display intentionally through this encounter with the woman? 
What can we do to build a relationship with someone far from God? 

What did Jesus ask the Samaritan woman? 

Why was the question a challenge? 
What did the Samaritan woman say to Jesus? 

















Samaria was a difficult place with Israel’s people experiencing many challenges with the 
Assyrians who destroyed the northern kingdom. The Jews hated the Samarians and avoided them 
to the extent that they refused to travel through Samaria and would go around so they would not 
encounter them. Similarly, we lack the intentionality to integrate the church into the community 
to build relationships. Intentionality is the act of being deliberate. 


However, in John 4:7, Jesus intentionally displays to the woman at the well by asking 
her a direct question, will you give me to drink? Therefore, we ought to be deliberate about our 
intention by building intentional relationships with others, regardless of the barriers we 
encounter. As Christians, we have to make an effort to build relationships with those far from 
God so that they, too, will become partakers of the process of discipleship. As we see from 
Jesus’ example, this does not have to be a lengthy process, but it does mean we have to 
overcome the challenges to go where they are. 
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Application 


e Who is the one person we will pray that God will open the opportunity to share the 

gospel with this week? 
e What are the preparations needed to share the gospel with someone else? 
e What are some tangible ways to serve others this week? 
e What are some tangible ways to serve in the church to help others hear the gospel? 











Practical Steps to Take 


e Commit to reading the Scripture verses for each daily session. 

e Choose a verse or more of the Scriptures, reflect on its content, memorize it, and share 
the insights with a friend. 

e Devises an executable plan for discipleship to help someone know Christ during the next 
two weeks? 


Before the Next Session 
e Memorize Scriptures 
e Read through the next study. 


e Review the verses read. 


Closing Prayer 


148 


APPENDIX M: THE CONVICTION TO PURSUE THE COMMANDMENT 


SESSION 5 


People should read and search the Holy Scriptures so that the word of God may be a lamp 
unto our feet and a light unto our paths. Psalms 119:105. Everyone should strive to gain 
knowledge in divine things and grow in such knowledge that they may know his duty and 
know what God would have him to do. 


—Jonathan Edwards 


INTRODUCTION 


When we speak about helping others know Christ by becoming his disciple, we teach that 
person how to develop a personal relationship with him. In Isaiah 43:10, Jesus declares, you are 
my witness and my servant whom I have chosen that you may know and believe me and 
understand that Iam he. Before me, there was no God formed, nor shall there be any after me. 


Therefore, the question that naturally comes out of that command is: How? We need to 
follow the instructions to do it. In Mark 16:15-20, Jesus said: Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all creation. Mark adds that the disciples went out and preached the gospel 
everywhere in the Great Commission’s account. The Lord worked with them and confirmed his 
word through the work of the Holy Spirit by the signs that accompanied it. 


BIBLE STUDY 


In session one, we studied Christ’s Purpose for his church. Then in session two, we 
discussed how we were going to accomplish discipleship Christ’s task. In this session, we will 
discuss the discipleship process that aids growth in Christ and influences change in others to 
know him. For this reason, we will use the word to know. Let us review the definition we have 
been working with so far. 


Discipleship is a process that stimulates the transformation of the listeners within the 
congregation, who follow Christ’s teachings to develop relationships to advance the kingdom 
and help others follow Christ. For this session, we will what it means to: KNOW Christ. The 
transformational journey to know Christ begins with commitment, which is costly."! 





11 Jim Herrington, Mike Bonem, and James Harold Furr, Leading Congregational Change: A Practical 
Guide for the Transformational Journey (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2000). Kindle, 10. 
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Bobby Harrington wrote that knowing Christ is a call to lead those who do not know 
Jesus Christ to become fully orbed followers of our king. Both men and women know what it is 
to live for Christ’s glory and advance his kingdom. 7 


Read the Scriptures below that teach about knowing Christ. 


John 17:3 
Romans 6:23 
John 1:12 
John14:6 














What do the Scriptures say about why we should know Christ? 
How can you help people see their need-to-know Christ? 
How do we help people know Christ? 
What does the Bible say about knowing Christ? 
What part of the invitation is knowing accomplish? 

















The Scriptures teach that knowing Christ helps us to understand the discipleship process 
better. Moreover, we acknowledge Him as the God of eternal life (1John 5:20). Knowing Christ 
demands commitment and obedience to the teachings of the Scriptures. For example, in the 
Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve chose to be disobedient to God by rejecting his command for 
their pleasure. The consequences of disobedience brought separation from God (Isiah 59:2), 
broken relationships with others (Genesis 3:12), a fallen world filled with pain, suffering, and 
despair (Romans 1:29-32), and death by sin (Romans 6:23). Man’s sin called for judgment, but 
God’s love called for mercy. God’s response to his righteous wrath was to offer his perfect grace. 


Read the scriptures below that teach about God’s grace. 


What is your perspective of knowing God? 
What should be the first step to know God? 
Romans 5:20—21 

Romans 11:6 

Ephesians 2:4—9 

















God’s Holy response to our sinful nature was to demand justice, but God’s response to 
his righteous justice was to offer grace. Grace is undeserved favor that is giving us that we do not 
deserve. By God’s justice, we deserve wrath, but He gave us grace. 


Read Acts 2:37-38 


37 Now, when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, Brothers, what shall we do? 38 Likewise, Peter said to them, Repent and be 





12 Bobby, Harrington. Discipleship That Fits: The Five Kinds of Relationships God Uses To Help Others 
Grow (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016). Kindle, 118. 
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baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


e What does verse 37 teach us about our beliefs? 





e What is the first step to salvation? 





e What does the word repent mean? 





In verse 37, The converted men at Pentecost confronted the truth of Jesus, and their 
hearts broke over their sins. The discipleship process involves helping people know Christ. God 
is righteous; He is Holy and just. However, we are sinful by nature (Romans 7:7, 24:25). In 
Romans 7:7, 24—25, Paul says: What then shall we say? That the law is a sin? By no means! If it 
had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 
me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ, our Lord! 


Finally, As Christians, we are invited to share the good news with others by helping them 
see the truth about their condition to repent of their sins and grow in Christ by assisting others to 


know him. 


Application 


Is there a time when you repent of your sins and accepted salvation? 





How can you help others see their need for salvation? 





What are some things our church can do to share the gospel with others better? 
What are some ways you can help others know Christ? 





What are some ways to share the gospel with someone else? 





Practical Steps to Take 
e Commit to reading the Scripture verses for each session daily, or 
e Choose a verse or more of the Scriptures, reflect on its content, and memorize it. 
e Start working on a plan of action to share the Scriptures with at least one person weekly. 


Before the Next Session 


e Read through the following study. 
e Review one verse or more of the Scriptures read. 


Closing Prayer 
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